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The Regional Municipality of Durham 
Information Report 

From: Commissioner of Planning and Economic Development 
Report: #2020-INFO-94 
Date: October 16, 2020 

Subject: 

Update on Employment Area Conversion Submission and Review Process, File D12-01 

Recommendation: 

Receive for information 

Report: 

1. Purpose 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to provide a status update and next steps in the 
evaluation of requests for Employment Area conversion through Envision Durham, 
the Region’s municipal comprehensive review (MCR) of the Durham Regional 
Official Plan (ROP). 

2. Background 

2.1 At its June 24, 2020 meeting, Regional Council endorsed a formal process for the 
evaluation of requests for Employment Area conversion as part of Envision 
Durham. Council’s approval of the submission process established the principles 
and criteria that will be used to evaluate requests for Employment Area conversion. 
It also put in place a 90-day submission window, that closed on September 23, 
2020, for new and/or amended requests to be submitted to the Region for 
consideration. 

2.2 Further details of the Employment Area Conversion Submission and Review 
Process can be found in Commissioners Report #2020-P-11. 

https://icreate7.esolutionsgroup.ca/11111068_DurhamRegion/en/regional-government/resources/Documents/Council/Reports/2020-Committee-Reports/Planning-and-Economic-Development/2020-P-11.pdf
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3. Status Update of Employment Conversion Requests 

3.1 A total of 42 conversion request (“CNR”) submissions have been received and are 
distributed as follows: 

a. Ajax: 15 submissions 
b. Brock: 5 submissions 
c. Clarington: 9 submissions 
d. Oshawa: 41 submissions 
e. Pickering: 1 submission 
f. Scugog: 1 submission 
g. Uxbridge: 0 submissions 
h. Whitby: 81 submissions 

3.2 Regional staff have noted there are several instances where multiple requests for 
Employment Area conversion overlap a property. In total, there are approximately 
665 hectares (1,643 acres) of land currently designated as Employment Areas 
under request for conversion. 

3.3 Additional details on each submission are summarized in Attachment #1 with 
location maps provided in Attachments 2 through 5. 

4. Conclusion and Next Steps in the Evaluation Process 

4.1 On October 9, 2020 Area Municipal staff were circulated the submission packages 
for Employment Conversion requests that applied to their municipality. In 
accordance with Council’s approved evaluation criteria and process, the position of 
Area Municipal staff and/or Councils will be used to inform the Region’s review. In 
order to achieve the conformity deadline for Envision Durham, Area Municipal 
positions must be provided to the Region before the end of year i.e. by 
December 31, 2020). 

4.2 Employment Area conversions will have a direct affect on the Region’s required 
urban land supply and will be included as input into the Land Needs Assessment. 

                                            
1 Conversion request (CNR) 24 straddles the Oshawa / Whitby municipal boundary and has therefore been 
identified as a submission within both Municipalities. 
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5. Attachments 

Attachment #1: Summary of Requests for Employment Area Conversion, 
received as of September 24, 2020 

Attachment #2: Map 1: Requests for Employment Area Conversion – Ajax and 
Pickering 

Attachment #3: Map 2: Requests for Employment Area Conversion – Clarington, 
Oshawa and Whitby 

Attachment #4: Map 3: Requests for Employment Area Conversions – Brock 

Attachment #5: Map 4: Requests for Employment Area Conversion – Scugog 

Respectfully submitted, 

Original signed by 

Brian Bridgeman, MCIP, RPP 
Commissioner of Planning and 
Economic Development 
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