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The Regional Municipality of Durham 
COUNCIL INFORMATION PACKAGE 

July 7, 2017 

Information Reports 

2017-INFO-75 Commissioner of Planning and Economic Development re: 
Building Activity – January to March, 2017 

Early Release Reports 

There are no early release reports. 

Staff Correspondence 

1. Memorandum from Ralph Walton, Regional Clerk/Director of Legislative Services re:
Update on the Modernizing Ontario’s Municipal Legislation Act, 2017 (Bill 68)

Durham Municipalities Correspondence 

1. Alexander Harras, Manager of Legislative Services/Deputy Clerk, Town of Ajax re: 
resolution passed at their Council meeting held on June 26, 2017 re: Provincial 
Nuclear Emergency Response Plan (PNERP)

2. Alexander Harras, Manager of Legislative Services/Deputy Clerk, Town of Ajax re: 
resolution passed at their Council meeting held on June 26, 2017 re: Kingston Road & 
Westney Road Sound Barrier 

Other Municipalities Correspondence/Resolutions 

1. Rebecca Williams, Deputy Clerk, Township of Edwardsburgh/Cardinal re: resolution 
passed at their Council meeting held on June 12, 2017 re: Bill 7 – Property Standards 
Downloading

2. Julie Farrell, Deputy Clerk & Executive Assistant, Municipality of Brockton re: 
resolution passed at their Council meeting held on June 26, 2017 re: Encourage the 
Province to Strengthen Nuclear Emergency Response Measures 
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Miscellaneous Correspondence 

1. Mitzie Hunter, Minister of Education and Bob Chiarelli, Minister of Infrastructure re: 
Launch of Ontario’s Plan to Strengthen Rural and Northern Education

2. Kelly Thornton, Senior Advisor, Communications and Public Affairs, Metrolinx re: 
Metrolinx June 2017 Board Meeting

3. Mike Walters, Chief Administrative Officer, Lake Simcoe Region Conservation 
Authority re: Notification of the Township of Ramara’s Appeal of LSRCA’s Levy 
Apportionment for 2017

4. Renu Mandhane, Chief Commissioner, Office of the Chief Commissioner, Ontario 
Human Rights Commission re: Ontario Human Rights Commission’s 2016-2017 
Annual Report 

Advisory Committee Minutes 

There are no Advisory Committee minutes. 

Action Items from Council (For Information Only) 

Action Items from Committee of the Whole and Regional Council meetings 

Members of Council – Please advise the Regional Clerk at clerks@durham.ca by 9:00 AM 
on the Monday one week prior to the next regular Committee of the Whole meeting, if you 
wish to add an item from this CIP to the Committee of the Whole agenda. 

http://www.ohrc.on.ca/en/bold-voice-annual-report-2016-2017
http://www.ohrc.on.ca/en/bold-voice-annual-report-2016-2017
mailto:clerks@durham.ca
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From: 
Report: 
Date: 

Commissioner of Planning and Economic Development 
#2017-INFO- 75
July 4, 2017 

Subject: 

Building Activity – January to March, 2017, File: D03-02 

Recommendation: 

Receive for information. 

Report: 

1. Purpose

1.1 This report summarizes building permit and construction activity for Durham 
Region and the Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area (GTHA) for the period of 
January to March 2017, with comparisons to the same period in 2016. 

2. Background

2.1 The Planning and Economic Development Department conducts on-going 
monitoring activities to assess the effectiveness of the Durham Regional Official 
Plan (ROP) and other Regional policies.  Monitoring assists in identifying emerging 
issues and trends.  

2.2 Building activity is monitored on an on-going basis as an indicator of regional 
housing and employment activity, the level of local investment and economic 
performance.  The report also compares Durham's building activity with the other 
GTHA municipalities.  The appendices to this report provide a comprehensive 
source of data on residential construction activity including overall building activity 
from the start of the process (i.e. issuance of building permit), to the construction 
and ultimate sale of new residential units into the market.   
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3. Building Permit Activity in Durham 

3.1 During the first three months of this year, the total value of building permits issued 
in Durham increased by 49.3% from $273 million in 2016, to $407 million in 2017 
(refer to Figure 1).  

Figure 1 
Total Building Permit Value by Residential and Non-Residential Sector 

Durham Region, January to March 2016 and 2017 

 

Residential Building Activity in Durham 

3.2 Durham’s residential building permit value in the first three months increased by 
41.7% from $220 million in 2016, to $312 million in 2017. Within Durham, Oshawa 
(31.8% or $99.4 million) had the greatest share followed by Clarington (22.9% or 
$71.5 million) and Brock (16.5% or $51.4 million) (refer to Attachment 1, Table 3). 

3.3 The total number of permits issued for new residential units in Durham increased 
49.1% from 739 units in 2016 to 1,102 units in 2017. Apartment units accounted for 
the largest percentage of new residential units (34.9%).  The share of single-
detached, semi-detached, townhomes and apartments was 33.8%, 2.4% and 
28.9% respectively. The majority of building permits issued for new residential units 
were located in Oshawa (474 units), Pickering (189), and Clarington (155 units) 
(refer to Attachment 1, Table 6). 
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Non-Residential Building Activity in Durham 

3.4 In the first three months of the year, non-residential building permit values 
increased by 81.1%.  The commercial and institutional sectors accounted for the 
largest share of non-residential building permit value with each accounting for 
47.4% ($45.1 million).  Whitby accounted for the largest share of non-residential 
building permit activity (46.3% or $44 million), followed by Oshawa (27.8% or $26.4 
million) (refer to Attachment 1, Table 9).  

3.5 Major non-residential construction projects initiated in Durham during the first 
quarter of 2017 included: 

• a 7 storey retirement home in Whitby ($37 million); 
• a commercial building for a restaurant use in Pickering ($7 million); and 
• a renovation at Lakeridge Health Oshawa hospital ($5.1 million). 

4. Building Permit Activity in the GTHA 

4.1 In the first three months of the year, the total value of building permits issued 
(residential and non-residential) in the GTHA increased by 28.4% from $3.8 billion 
in 2016, to $4.9 billion in 2017.  Toronto had the greatest share of GTHA total value 
with 30.3%, followed by Halton (21.1%), Peel (18.2%), York (14.9%), Durham 
(8.3%) and Hamilton (7.1%).  Halton had the greatest percentage increase from 
last year (142.3%), followed by Durham (49.3%) (refer to Attachment 1, Table 12). 

Residential Building Activity in the GTHA 

4.2 The total value of residential building permits in the GTHA increased 38.4% from 
$2.4 billion in 2016, to $3.4 billion in 2017. The City of Toronto accounted for the 
largest share of GTHA residential building permit value with 26.2% of the total. 
Durham’s share of GTHA residential building permit value increased from 9.1% in 
2016 to 9.3% in 2017 (refer to Attachment 1, Table 13). 

4.3 In the first three months of 2017 there were 10,618 building permits issued for new 
residential units in the GTHA, compared to 7,346 units in 2016, which represents a 
44.5% increase in permit activity.  Apartments accounted for the greatest share of 
new units at 43.9%, followed by single-detached dwellings at 26.6%.  Toronto had 
the greatest share of new residential units (32.8%), followed by Halton (24.0%), 
Peel (16.6%), Durham (10.4%), York (9.6%) and Hamilton (8.5%) (refer to 
Attachment 1, Table 14). 
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Non-Residential Building Activity in the GTHA 

4.4 Approximately $1.5 billion in non-residential building permits were issued in the 
GTHA during the first three months of this year, which represents an increase of 
27.1% over the same period last year ($1.2 billion). Durham (+175%) experienced 
the largest increase in non-residential building permit growth (refer to Attachment 
1, Table 15). 

5. Other Housing Indicators 

Housing Starts and Completions 

5.1 While monitoring the number of building permits issued for new residential units 
provides a good indication of short-term future development, monitoring 
construction activity provides an indication of what is currently occurring in the 
community. 

5.2 There was a 40.9% increase in the number of housing starts in Durham Region in 
the first three months of the year, from 687 in 2016 to 968 in 2017.   During the 
same period, there was also an increase in the number of completions, from 839 to 
1,047 (+24.8%) (refer to Attachment 1, Table 16). 

Housing Prices 

5.3 For the first three months of the year, the average cost of a new single-detached 
dwelling in Durham Region increased 7.2% from $542,699 in 2016, to $581,907 in 
2017.  The comparative cost of a new single detached dwelling elsewhere in the 
GTHA ranged from $501,655 in Hamilton to $1,826,670 in Toronto (refer to 
Attachment 1, Table 22). 

5.4 The average price of a resale dwelling (all dwelling types) in Durham increased 
32.4% from $481,153 in 2016, to $637,000 in 2017.  The number of resale homes 
sold in Durham increased 10.3% from 2,515 in 2016 to 2,775 in 2017 (refer to 
Attachment 1, Table 23). 

6. Conclusion 

6.1 During first three months of 2017, Durham's residential sector experienced an 
increase in the number and value of building permits for new residential units.   

6.2 Non-residential building permits also increased compared to the first three months 
of last year. 
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6.3 A copy of this report will be forwarded to the area municipalities for information. 

7. Attachments 

Attachment #1: Background Data and Analysis 

Respectfully submitted, 

Original signed by 

B.E. Bridgeman, MCIP, RPP 
Commissioner of Planning and 
Economic Development 



 

Attachment 1 

Building Permit Activity in Durham – January to March 

Table 1 
Total value of building permits by area municipality ($ millions) 

Municipality 2016 2016 % 2017 2017 % % change 

Ajax $38.3 14.0 $24.6 6.1 -35.6 

Brock $1.3 0.5 $51.6 12.7 3,853.8 

Clarington $65.7 24.1 $75.9 18.6 15.5 

Oshawa $98.1 36.0 $125.8 30.9 28.2 

Pickering $25.7 9.4 $62.7 15.4 144.3 

Scugog $2.2 0.8 $2.7 0.7 22.7 

Uxbridge $11.7 4.3 $1.7 0.4 -85.1 

Whitby $29.9 11.0 $62.1 15.3 107.8 

Total $272.9 100% $407.3 100% 49.3 

Table 2 
Total value of building permits by type ($ millions) 

Permit type 2016 2016 % 2017 2017 % % change 

Residential $220.3 80.8 $312.1 76.6 41.7 

Non-Residential $52.5 19.2 $95.1 23.4 81.1 

Note:  All figures rounded 
Source:  Durham Region Planning Division Building Permit Summaries 



 

Table 3 
Value of residential permits by area municipality ($ millions) 

Municipality 2016 2016 % 2017 2017 % % change 

Ajax $23.7 10.8 $17.6 5.6 -25.7 

Brock $1.2 0.5 $51.4 16.5 4,355.0 

Clarington $57.9 26.3 $71.5 22.9 23.4 

Oshawa $92.5 42.0 $99.4 31.8 7.4 

Pickering $10.1 4.6 $50.3 16.1 398.1 

Scugog $1.7 0.8 $2.4 0.8 41.0 

Uxbridge $10.6 4.8 $1.4 0.5 -86.7 

Whitby $22.6 10.3 $18.1 5.8 -19.9 

Total $220.3 100% $312.1 100% 41.7 

Table 4 
Total value of residential permits by construction type ($ millions) 

Construction type 2016 2016 % 2017 2017 % % change 

New residential units $206.1 93.5 $285.7 91.5 38.6 

Renovations, additions and 
improvements 

$14.2 6.5 $26.4 8.5 85.7 

Note: All figures rounded 
Source: Durham Region Planning Division Building Permit Summaries 



 

Table 5 
Permits issued for new residential units by unit type (# of units) 

Unit type 2016 2016 % 2017 2017 % % change 

Single  270 36.5 373 33.8 38.1 

Semi 22 3.0 26 2.4 18.2 

Town 221 29.9 318 28.9 43.9 

Apartment 226 30.6 385 34.9 70.4 

Total 739 100% 1,102 100% 49.1 

Table 6 
Permits issued for new residential units by area municipality (# of units) 

Municipality 2016 # 2016 % 2017 # 2017 % % change 

Ajax 68 9.2 71 6.4 4.4 

Brock 2 0.3 116 10.5 5,700.0 

Clarington 265 35.9 155 14.1 -41.5 

Oshawa 309 41.8 474 43.0 53.4 

Pickering 18 2.4 189 17.2 950.0 

Scugog 2 0.3 7 0.6 250.0 

Uxbridge 15 2.0 1 0.1 -93.3 

Whitby 60 8.1 89 8.1 48.3 

Total 739 100% 1,102 100% 49.1 

Note: All figures rounded 
Source: Durham Region Planning Division Building Permit Summaries 



 

Table 7 
Permits issued for new residential units by urban/rural area (# of units) 

Area 2016 2016 % 2017 2017 % % change 

Urban 720 97.4 1,081 98.1 50.1 

Rural 19 2.6 21 1.9 10.5 

Total 720 97.4 1,081 98.1 50.1 

Table 8 
Value of non-residential building permits by sector ($ millions) 

Sector 2016 2016 % 2017 2017 % % change 

Commercial $32.4 61.8 $45.1 47.4 39.1 

Industrial $13.9 26.5 $2.2 2.4 -83.9 

Agricultural $0.5 0.9 $1.8 1.9 280.4 

Institutional $3.0 5.7 $45.1 47.4 1,395.2 

Governmental $2.7 5.1 $0.9 0.9 -66.3 

Total $52.5 100% $95.1 100% 81.1 

Note: All figures rounded 
Source: Durham Region Planning Division Building Permit Summaries 



 

Table 9 
Value of non-residential building permits by area municipality ($ millions) 

Municipality 2016 2016 % 2017 2017 % % change 

Ajax $14.6 27.7 $7.0 7.4 -51.8 

Brock $0.2 0.3 $0.2 0.2 24.5 

Clarington $7.8 14.9 $4.5 4.7 -42.7 

Oshawa $5.6 10.6 $26.4 27.8 373.3 

Pickering $15.6 29.6 $12.4 13.0 -20.3 

Scugog $0.5 0.9 $0.3 0.3 -45.0 

Uxbridge $1.1 2.0 $0.3 0.3 -69.8 

Whitby $7.3 13.9 $44.0 46.3 502.5 

Total $52.5 100% $95.1 100% 81.1 

Table 10 
Non-residential floor space by sector (‘000 sq. ft.) 

Sector 2016 2016 % 2017 2017 % % change 

Commercial 109.7 30.5 48.3 17.2 -56.0 

Industrial 221.3 61.6 13.0 4.6 -94.1 

Agricultural 28.0 7.8 57.5 20.5 105.2 

Institutional 0.0 0.0 161.5 57.6 N/A 

Governmental 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 N/A 

Total 359.0 100% 280.3 100% -21.9 

Note: All figures rounded 
Source: Durham Region Planning Division Building Permit Summaries 



 

Table 11 
Non-residential floor space by municipality (‘000 sq. ft.) 

Municipality 2016 2016 % 2017 2017 % % change 

Ajax 104.9 29.2 24.6 8.8 -76.5 

Brock 0.3 0.1 3.2 1.1 869.7 

Clarington 111.6 31.1 33.1 11.8 -70.3 

Oshawa 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 N/A 

Pickering 73.6 20.5 10.6 3.8 -85.5 

Scugog 24.2 6.7 1.4 0.5 -94.1 

Uxbridge 3.8 1.0 7.1 2.5 88.3 

Whitby 40.7 11.3 200.3 71.4 391.7 

Total 359.0 100% 280.3 100% -21.9 

 

Note: All figures rounded 
Source: Durham Region Planning Division Building Permit Summaries 







































Action Items 
Committee of the Whole and Regional Council 

Meeting Date Request Assigned 
Department(s) 

Anticipated 
Response Date 

September 7, 2016 
Committee of the Whole 

Staff was requested to provide information on the possibility of an 
educational campaign designed to encourage people to sign up 
for subsidized housing at the next Committee of the Whole 
meeting. (Region of Durham’s Program Delivery and Fiscal Plan 
for the 2016 Social Infrastructure Fund Program) (2016-COW-19) 

Social Services 
/ Economic 
Development 

October 5, 2016 

September 7, 2016 
Committee of the Whole 

Section 7 of Attachment #1 to Report #2016-COW-31, Draft 
Procedural By-law, as it relates to Appointment of Committees 
was referred back to staff to review the appointment process. 

Legislative 
Services First Quarter 2017 

October 5, 2016 
Committee of the Whole 

That Correspondence (CC 65) from the Municipality of Clarington 
regarding the Durham York Energy Centre Stack Test Results be 
referred to staff for a report to Committee of the Whole 

Works  

December 7, 2016 
Committee of the Whole 

Staff advised that an update on a policy regarding Public Art 
would be available by the Spring 2017. Works Spring 2017 

January 11, 2017 
Committee of the Whole 

Inquiry regarding when the road rationalization plan would be 
considered by Council.  Staff advised a report would be brought 
forward in June. 

Works June 2017 



Meeting Date Request Assigned 
Department(s) 

Anticipated 
Response Date 

January 18, 2017 

In light of the proposed campaign self-contribution limits under 
Bill 68 and the recent ban on corporate donations which will 
require candidates for the elected position of Durham Regional 
Chair to raise the majority of their campaign funds from individual 
donors, staff be directed to prepare a report examining the 
potential costs and benefits of a contribution rebate program for 
the Region of Durham. 

 

Legislative 
Services Fall 2017 

March 1, 2017 
Committee of the Whole 

Staff was directed to invite the staff of Durham Region and 
Covanta to present on the Durham York Energy Facility at a 
future meeting of the Council of the Municipality of Clarington. 
 

Works  

March 1, 2017 
Committee of the Whole 

Staff was requested to advise Council on the number of Access 
Pass riders that use Specialized transit services. 

 

Finance/DRT March 8, 2017 

March 1, 2017 
Committee of the Whole 

A request for a report/policy regarding sharing documents with 
Council members. 
 

Corporate 
Services - 
Administration 

Prior to July 2017 



Meeting Date Request Assigned 
Department(s) 

Anticipated 
Response Date 

May 3, 2017 
Committee of the Whole 

Discussion ensued with respect to whether data is collected on 
how many beds are created through this funding; and, if staff 
could conduct an analysis of the Denise House funding allocation 
to determine whether an increase is warranted. H. Drouin advised 
staff would investigate this and bring forward this information in a 
future report.  

Social Services  

May 3, 2017 
Committee of the Whole 

Discussion ensued with respect to whether staff track the job loss 
vacancies in Durham Region, in particular the retail market.  K. 
Weiss advised that staff will follow-up with the local area 
municipalities and will report back on this matter. 

 

Economic 
Development & 
Tourism 
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