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 The Regional Municipality of Durham 
COUNCIL INFORMATION PACKAGE 

December 21, 2018 

Information Reports 

There are no Information Reports 

Early Release Reports 

2019-P-** Commissioner of Planning and Economic Development – re: Decision 
Meeting Report - Application to Amend the Durham Regional Official 
Plan, submitted by Mike Kennedy, to permit the severance of a dwelling 
rendered surplus as a result of the consolidation of non-abutting farm 
parcels in the Township of Uxbridge, File OPA 2018-003 

2019-EDT-** Commissioner of Planning and Economic Development – re: Durham 
Region Competitiveness Study 

Early release reports will be considered at the January 8, 2019 Planning & Economic 
Development Committee meeting. 

Staff Correspondence 

There is no Staff Correspondence 

Durham Municipalities Correspondence 

There is no Durham Municipalities Correspondence 

Other Municipalities Correspondence/Resolutions 

There are no Other Municipalities Correspondence/Resolutions 
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Miscellaneous Correspondence 

1. Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) – re: Information for Councils – 
Developing a Municipal Cannabis Policy Statement 

2. Ganaraska Region Conservation Authority (GRCA) – re: emailing Regional Council 
unapproved minutes of the November 29, 2018 meeting of the Full Authority of the 
Ganaraska Region Conservation Authority 

3. Mark Majchrowski, CAO Kawartha Conservation – re: Writing to the Honorable Rod 
Philips, Minister of Environment, Conservation and Parks regarding the ongoing 
challenges that face the rural municipalities in providing cost effective water rates to 
the community, while meeting Drinking Water Standards 

4. Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks - re: Minister’s Annual Report on 
Drinking Water 2018 

5. Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority (LSRCA) – re: LSRCA Annual General 
Meeting – Friday, January 25, 2019 

6. Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA) – re: Resolution passed at their 
Board of Directors Meeting held on November 30, 2018 in regard to the Trans Canada 
Trail Connection – East Duffins Headwaters to Rouge National Urban Park in 
Uxbridge 

Advisory Committee Minutes 

1. Durham Agricultural Advisory Committee (DAAC) minutes – November 4, 2018 

Members of Council – Please advise the Regional Clerk at clerks@durham.ca, if you wish 
to pull an item from this CIP and include on the next regular agenda of the appropriate 
Standing Committee. Items will be added to the agenda if the Regional Clerk is advised by 
Wednesday noon the week prior to the meeting, otherwise the item will be included on the 
agenda for the next regularly scheduled meeting of the applicable Committee. 

Notice regarding collection, use and disclosure of personal information: 
Written information (either paper or electronic) that you send to Durham Regional Council 
or Committees, including home address, phone numbers and email addresses, will become 
part of the public record.  If you have any questions about the collection of information, 
please contact the Regional Clerk/Director of Legislative Services. 
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To: Planning and Economic Development Committee 
From: Commissioner of Planning and Economic Development 
Report: #2019-P-** 
Date: January 8, 2019 

Subject: 

Decision Meeting Report 

Application to Amend the Durham Regional Official Plan, submitted by Mike Kennedy, to 
permit the severance of a dwelling rendered surplus as a result of the consolidation of 
non-abutting farm parcels in the Township of Uxbridge, File OPA 2018-003. 

Recommendation: 

That the Planning and Economic Development Committee recommends to Regional 
Council: 

A) That Amendment #173 to the Durham Regional Official Plan, to permit the severance 
of a dwelling rendered surplus as a result of the consolidation of non-abutting farm 
parcels, be adopted as contained in Attachment #3 to Commissioner’s Report #2019-
P-**; and 

B) That “Notice of Adoption” be sent to the applicant, the applicant’s agent, the 
Township of Uxbridge, the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing, and all other 
persons or public bodies who requested notification of this decision. 

Report: 

1. Purpose 

1.1 On June 27, 2018, Clark Consulting Services submitted an application on behalf of 
Mike Kennedy to amend the Durham Regional Official Plan (ROP), to permit the 
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severance of a dwelling rendered surplus as a result of the consolidation of non-
abutting farm parcels, in the Township of Uxbridge. 

1.2 The subject site is municipally known as 11129 Concession Road 6 and is located 
on the east side of Concession Road 6, north of Weirs Road, south of Leaskdale 
Road and west of Regional Road 1 (refer to Attachment 1).  The property is legally 
described as Part of Lot 16, Concession 6, geographic former Township of Scott, in 
the Township of Uxbridge. 

1.3 The subject site is generally rectangular in shape, and has access to Concession 
Road 6.  It is approximately 30.7 hectares (75.9 acres) in size, of which 
approximately 25 hectares (61.8 acres) is being used for cultivation.  The subject 
site contains some wooded areas, consisting mainly of hedgerows. A residential 
dwelling with an accessory structure is located at the western part of the site.   

1.4 Surrounding land uses include: 

• North – agricultural lands; 

• East – agricultural lands; 

• South – agricultural lands; and 

• West – Concession Road 6, agricultural lands with a stream and other 
associated natural features. 

1.5 The proposed amendment to the ROP would facilitate the severance of a 0.92 
hectare (2.3 acre) parcel with an existing dwelling, retaining a vacant 29.8 hectare 
(73.6 acre) farm parcel with horse stables and a riding arena. The proposed retained 
parcel will continue to be used for agricultural purposes. 

2. Reports Submitted in Support of the Application 

2.1 A Planning Justification/Agricultural Assessment Report, prepared by Clark 
Consulting Services dated May 29, 2018, has been submitted in support of the 
application.  The report concludes that the proposed amendment meets the 
objectives and requirements of the Provincial Policy Statement, the Greenbelt Plan, 
the ROP, and the Township of Uxbridge Official Plan. The consultant has indicated 
that associated applications for Zoning By-law Amendment and Land Division will be 
forthcoming. The report also concludes the proposed severance will comply with 
OMAFRA’s Minimum Distance Separation requirements. The applicant’s consultant 
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advises that the dwelling is not required by a farm employee, and is surplus to the 
farm operation. 

2.2 An Inventory of Land Holdings for Mike Kennedy, prepared by Clark Consulting 
Services, was also submitted in support of the application.  The inventory includes 
two properties owned by Mike Kennedy comprising approximately 73 hectares (180 
acres). Both properties are located in the Township of Uxbridge (refer to Attachment 
2). 

3. Provincial Policies 

3.1 The subject site is located within the Protected Countryside of the Greenbelt Plan.  
Both the Greenbelt Plan and the Provincial Policy Statement permit the severance of 
a residence surplus to a farming operation as a result of farm consolidation, 
provided that the planning authority ensures that a residential dwelling is not 
permitted on the proposed retained farm lot created by the severance. 

4. Durham Regional Official Plan 

4.1 The subject site is designated “Prime Agricultural Areas” in the ROP with portions of 
the site containing Key Natural Heritage and/or Hydrologic Features (KNHHF).  
Severance applications for agricultural uses are considered in accordance with the 
relevant policies of Sub-Section 9A of the ROP. 

4.2 Policy 9.A.2.10 of the ROP permits the severance of a farm dwelling rendered 
surplus as a result of a farmer acquiring a non-abutting farm, provided that: 

a) the dwelling is not needed for a farm employee; 

b) the farm parcel is a size which is viable for farm operations; 

c) for sites within the Protected Countryside of the Greenbelt Plan Area, the 
dwelling was in existence as of December 16, 2004; and 

d) the farm parcel is zoned to prohibit any further severances or the establishment 
of any residential dwelling. 

The ROP further states that no further severances shall be permitted from the 
acquired parcel. 
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5. Planning Analysis 

5.1 Mike Kennedy owns two agricultural properties in the Township of Uxbridge (Refer to 
Attachment #2). There is one dwelling located on each of the two farm properties.  
One is occupied by the Kennedy family and the second dwelling is located on the 
property which is the subject of this application. 

5.2 The subject farm parcel contains an existing dwelling not utilized by a farm employee 
and has been rendered surplus to the needs of the farm operation. The proposed 
retained parcel is an appropriate size that will continue to remain viable for 
agricultural production. 

5.3 The surplus farm residence on the subject site was built prior to 2004 and therefore 
the proposed severance complies with the provisions of the PPS, Greenbelt Plan 
and the ROP.  The severed parcel would be of sufficient size to accommodate the 
surplus dwelling and existing private servicing systems. 

5.4 The proposed Regional Official Plan Amendment requires that a Zoning By-law 
Amendment include provisions to prohibit any further severances and/or a new 
dwelling to be constructed on the proposed retained parcel. 

6. Public Meeting and Submissions 

6.1 In accordance with the Planning Act, a notice of public meeting regarding the 
application was published in The Uxbridge Times Journal newspaper, mailed to 
those who own land within 120 metres (400 feet) of the subject site, and a public 
meeting was held on September 5, 2018.  Commissioner’s Report #2018-COW-156 
provides information on the application. 

6.2 The Region received one general telephone inquiry in response to the consultation 
process. 

7. Consultation 

7.1 On September 10, 2018, the Township of Uxbridge adopted a resolution supporting 
the approval of the subject application.  The future required Zoning By-law 
Amendment and consent applications will prohibit any further severances and/or a 
new dwelling to be constructed on the proposed retained parcel. 

7.2 The Regional Health Department, Regional Works Department, and the Durham 
Agricultural Advisory Committee have no concerns with the application. 



Report #2019-P-** Page 5 of 6 

8. Notice of Meeting 

8.1 Written notification of the meeting time and location of the Planning and Economic 
Development Committee Meeting was sent to all that requested notification, in 
accordance with Regional Council procedure. 

8.2 The recommendation of the Planning and Economic Development Committee is 
scheduled to be considered by Regional Council on January 30, 2019.  If Council 
adopts the proposed Amendment, notice will be given by the Regional Clerk and 
Council’s decision will be final unless appealed to the Local Planning Appeal 
Tribunal (LPAT). 

9. Conclusion 

9.1 The proposed application adheres to the policies of the PPS, the Greenbelt Plan and 
the ROP.  It has been demonstrated that the subject dwelling is surplus to the farm 
operation.  Future residential development will be prohibited on the retained farm lot 
through the inclusion of the proposed zoning restrictions.  Furthermore, the proposed 
severance of the farm dwelling will be limited to the minimum size needed to 
accommodate the retained residential dwelling and will continue to provide a housing 
option in the rural area.   Accordingly, it is recommended that Amendment #173 to 
the ROP, as shown in Attachment #3, be adopted. 

10. Attachments 

Attachment #1: Location Sketch 

Attachment #2: Inventory of Other Land Holdings, Mike Kennedy 

Attachment #3: Amendment #173 to the Durham Regional Official Plan 

Respectfully submitted, 

Original signed by 
Brian E. Bridgeman, MCIP, RPP 
Commissioner of Planning and 
Economic Development 

Recommended for Presentation to Committee 
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Elaine C. Baxter-Trahair 
Chief Administrative Officer 
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  Attachment 3 
 

Amendment No. 173 to the Durham Regional Official Plan 

 

Purpose: The purpose of this Amendment is to permit the severance of a 
residential dwelling rendered surplus as a result of the 
consolidation of non-abutting farm parcels on lands designated 
“Prime Agricultural Areas,” in the Township of Uxbridge. 

Location: The subject site is located on the east side of Concession Road 6, 
north of Weirs Road, in the Township of Uxbridge.  The site is 
legally described as Part of Lot 16, Concession 6, geographic 
former Township of Scott, in the Township of Uxbridge. 

Basis: The subject site has been consolidated with the other non-abutting 
farm parcel owned by the applicant.  The residential dwelling on the 
subject site is not required by, and is surplus to, the farm operation.  
This amendment complies with the Durham Regional Official Plan, 
the Greenbelt Plan, and the Provincial Policy Statement. 

Amendment: The Durham Regional Official Plan is hereby amended by adding 
the following policy exception to Section 9A.3.2: 

“9A.3.2 tt)  A surplus dwelling as severed from the parcel identified 
as Assessment Number 18-29-030-005-11400 located 
in Part of Lot 16, Concession 6, in the former Township 
of Scott, in the Township of Uxbridge, subject to the 
inclusion of provisions in the zoning by-law to prohibit 
further severances and the construction of any dwelling 
on the retained parcel.” 

Implementation: The provisions set forth in the Durham Regional Official Plan 
regarding the implementation of the Plan shall apply in regards to 
this Amendment. 

Interpretation: The provisions set forth in the Durham Regional Official Plan 
regarding the interpretation of the Plan shall apply in regards to this 
Amendment. 
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To: Planning and Economic Development Committee 
From: Commissioner of Planning and Economic Development 
Report: #2019-EDT-** 
Date: January 8, 2019 

Subject: 

Durham Region Competitiveness Study 

Recommendation: 

That the Planning and Economic Development Committee recommends: 

That this report be received for information. 

Report: 

1. Background and Purpose 

1.1 In an increasingly competitive regional and global economy, it is important to have 
an accurate understanding of the Region’s relative competitive position within the 
Greater Golden Horseshoe (GGH) context. Targeted actions can then be taken to 
attract jobs, investment, development and growth. To properly gauge Durham’s 
competitive position, the Region together with the Durham Economic Development 
Partnership (DEDP) retained Watson & Associates Economists Ltd., MDP Insight, 
and Cushman & Wakefield, to undertake a comprehensive Competitiveness Study. 

1.2 The Study identifies regional, community, and site related factors that influence 
Durham’s economic competitiveness. It assesses industrial and office market 
conditions and trends, market readiness, and Durham’s relative competitiveness in 
key target sectors (i.e., agriculture and agri-business sector; health industries; 
digital media; energy, environment, and engineering; and advanced manufacturing).  
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The Study also provides a broad assessment of the Region’s employment areas, 
analyzes cost competitiveness, and evaluates the feasibility of industrial and office 
development within the broader GGH. 

1.3 The purpose of this report is to highlight the findings of the Study.  A presentation 
will be provided by the lead consultant at the January 8, 2019 Planning and 
Economic Development Committee meeting. 

2. Overview  

Context 

2.1 The Region competes with neighbouring and more distant municipalities to attract 
and retain business, and for new office / industrial construction. Having a strong 
understanding of Durham’s current competitive position as well as its strengths and 
challenges will enable the development of key messaging. Deployment of this key 
messaging through a marketing and communications strategy to targeted 
investment audiences and stakeholders will more effectively advance job growth in 
Durham. 

Employment and Development Trends Comparative Assessment 

2.2 The Study found that from 2011 to 2016, Durham exhibited significantly stronger 
rates of employment growth relative to other municipalities in the GGH in the 
primary sectors (e.g., agriculture), construction, and transportation and 
warehousing. Over the same period however, sectors such manufacturing, 
wholesale and retail trade, information and cultural industries, and utilities saw 
slower rates of growth. 

2.3 The following highlights Durham’s industrial and office markets: 
a) Durham has approximately 30 million sq. ft. of industrial gross floor area, or 

3% of the Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area (GTHA) total; compared to is 
proportional population of 9%; 

b) Industrial net market rents in Durham average $6.04 per sq. ft., marginally 
lower than the GTHA average; 

c) Durham’s share of the GTHA major office market is relatively small, 
representing 2% of its overall total gross floor area; 

d) Between 2011 and 2017, Durham accounted for about 1% of the GTHA’s 
industrial development. Over the same period, the industrial employment 
base (i.e., number of jobs) in Durham contracted by 1.4%, while other GTHA 
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municipalities including Halton, Hamilton, York, and Peel experienced growth 
of between 3 and 8%. Peel accounted for nearly half (47%) of the GTHA 
industrial development over that period; 

e) Between 2011 and 2017, over half of new major office development occurred 
in the City of Toronto, while 25% was in Peel, 12% in Halton, 11% in York 
and 1% in Durham; 

f) Between 2011 and 2016, office growth in Durham was 6.6%, comparable to 
Peel (6.8%) but lower than York (13.8%), Halton (11.4%), and Waterloo 
(16.0%); 

g) Demand for office space in the GTHA in employment areas is increasingly 
single-tenant, and integrated with multi-purpose facilities (e.g., research and 
development, training centres, wholesale trade) in campus-type settings; and, 

h) There are growing opportunities for office development in the GTHA within 
innovation districts in employment area that have direct synergies with 
knowledge-based clusters and educational infrastructure. 

Durham’s Competitiveness within the GGH Context 

2.4 The Study compared Durham to the Regions of York, Peel, Halton, Niagara, 
Waterloo, the Cities of Hamilton and Peterborough, and the Counties of 
Northumberland and Peterborough.  The City of Toronto was not included as a 
comparator.  The Study made the following observations: 

a. Labour force characteristics 
 
• 64% of Durham’s population aged 25 and older has a post-secondary 

degree, which is comparable to the survey average but lower than 
Halton (75%) and York (70%). 
 

b. Transportation and distribution 
 
• Durham’s deep-sea Port of Oshawa is a competitive advantage, but 

Hamilton and Halton have the most well-rounded access to major 
markets in terms of airport access and overall business travel. 
 

c. Development and costs 
 
• Durham features some of the lowest employment land prices, utility 

costs, and industrial development charges of the surveyed GTHA 
municipalities; 
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• Durham has 730 ha (1,800 acres) of supply of vacant, serviced "shovel 
ready" employment land, however only 150 ha (370 acres) are 
"market/shovel ready" and over 530 ha (1,310 acres) are considered not 
for sale at this time, with no indication of when they might be for sale. 
 

d. Business support environment 
 
• Durham ranks 3rd with respect to business support environments, 

ranking highly in terms of its cultural asset offerings (i.e., performing arts 
venues) and number of recreation centres. However, Durham scored 
low on its restaurant offerings, particularly for fine-dining opportunities. 

Industry Sector Competitiveness Profiles 

2.5 Durham’s competitive position was then assessed within the context of the five 
industry target sectors that were identified in the Durham Region Economic 
Development Strategy and Action Plan, 2017-2021. 

a. Agriculture and Agri-Business Sector 
 
• Durham ranks 2nd in competitiveness in the agri-business sector, behind 

Hamilton, as it offers the lowest wages of its comparators in the food 
processing sector, and has a strong local port network. 
 

b. Health Industries 
 
• Durham ranks 3rd in competitiveness in the health sector by having the 

3rd largest labour force that can support pharmaceutical manufacturing, 
but with slightly higher development costs than Niagara or 
Peterborough, and on par with Hamilton. 
 

c. Digital Media 
 
• Durham ranks 4th in competitiveness in the digital media sector. It ranks 

4th in terms of labour force and business base, and is home to more 
digital media businesses than Waterloo. Durham has lower associated 
operational costs than York, Peel, Waterloo and Halton, and has 
relatively lower costs of entry for digital media start-ups. 
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d. EN3 (Energy, Environment, and Engineering) 
 
• Durham ranks 2nd in competitiveness in the EN3 sector primarily by way 

of producing approximately 30 per cent of Ontario's electricity. Durham 
also has one of the lower office development costs in the GTHA and the 
lowest commercial tax rates of its comparator municipalities. The Region 
is hindered, however, by being one of the farthest GTHA communities 
from a U.S. border crossing. 
 

e. Advanced Manufacturing 
 
• Durham ranks 2nd for competitiveness in the advanced manufacturing 

sector due to significantly lower development and land costs for serviced 
vacant industrial/employment land. However, Durham ranks less 
favourably in terms of access to major markets (i.e., the U.S.) given 
Durham’s location relative to border crossings and 400-series highways. 

2.6 Overall, Durham is competitive in its five target sectors. Durham’s strengths include 
relatively low industrial and office commercial lease rates, competitive property 
taxes for industrial and commercial office development, competitive development 
costs, affordable wages for start-up businesses, access to high-quality 
infrastructure, strong technical and college-level programming, an emerging 
presence of research and innovation assets, and a high quality of place. 

2.7 Durham’s competitive shortcomings include: 
a. A small share of the emerging skilled workforce (lower than Halton and York); 
b. Limited availability of transportation and logistics services; 
c. Longer import and export lead times due to distance from international border 

crossings;  
d. Distance to Pearson airport and lack of alternative cargo opportunities on the 

east side of the GTHA; and  
e. Average general logistics industry performance compared to York and Peel. 

Employment Area Competitive Assessment 

2.8 Durham’s major employment areas were also assessed. The observations reveal 
that while the Region has a relatively large supply of designated vacant 
employment land, the market choice for serviced and shovel-ready employment 
land is more limited, particularly in northern Durham (except for the Scugog 
Industrial Park). However, Durham’s supply of shovel-ready employment land is 



Report #2019-EDT-** Page 6 of 7 

expected to improve significantly over the medium term, with new employment 
areas becoming development-ready along the Highway 407 corridor. 

Cost Competitiveness and Financial Feasibility Analysis 

2.9 The Study examined cost competitiveness, economic viability, and investment 
potential of industrial and office development within Durham through a series of pro-
forma financial analyses. Overall, the findings indicate that Durham’s municipalities 
are cost competitive with surveyed comparators in the GTHA with respect to 
industrial and office development. However, Durham’s municipalities are similar or 
less cost competitive than the GGH “Outer Ring” municipalities, most notably 
Brantford and Peterborough, in terms of industrial development.  

2.10 With respect to market feasibility, most Durham municipalities are competitive in the 
industrial sector, while office development feasibility in Durham is generally 
unfavourable to developers due to relatively low market rents. 

3. Conclusion and Next Steps 

3.1 The Competitiveness Study identifies Durham Region’s key competitiveness 
differentiators when compared to the GGH. These key differentiators include:low 
employment land prices and industrial development charges; an excellent business 
support environment comprising cultural asset offerings and recreation centres; and 
exceptional sector competitiveness particularly in Agri-Business, Health Science, 
EN3 and Manufacturing. 

3.2 A cost-competitive business environment is critical to enabling business investment, 
expansion, and job growth. In this respect, Durham offers strong value and 
competitiveness. Notwithstanding, the Study identifies lower-than-average industrial 
and office construction rates, citing potential contributing barriers. In order to enable 
stronger growth in new construction and attract business investment and expansion 
within our highly competitive priority sectors, Durham will need to implement a 
domestic marketing and communications strategy to articulate the Region’s 
competitiveness and value proposition among key GGH audiences. 

3.3 The competitive attributes identified in the Study will be used to craft marketing 
messaging and be communicated to GGH Realtors, industrial developers, 
commercial and office developers, media, and stakeholders such as GGH 
chambers and boards of trade. 
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3.4 The competitiveness attributes within our key priority sectors will be marketed to 
targeted private sector audiences in the GGH to promote awareness and 
understanding, with the purpose of instigating consideration during business 
expansion or relocation decisions. 

3.5 Key statistics regarding Durham’s competitiveness in priority sectors will be used in 
the continuing development of marketing messaging and materials for foreign direct 
investment attraction. 

3.6 Durham Region remains a competitive and attractive place to invest, and our value 
proposition can be enhanced and reinforced by the findings of this Study. Durham 
Region’s domestic communications and marketing strategy will build awareness 
among key audiences that Durham is the right place for a bright future. 

3.7 This report and the Durham Region Competitiveness Study has been forwarded to 
the area municipalities, all members of the Durham Economic Development 
Partnership and key stakeholders who participated in the Study. 

4. Attachments 

Attachment #1: Durham Region Competitiveness Study 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Original signed by 
Brian E. Bridgeman, MCIP, RPP 
Commissioner of Planning and 
Economic Development 
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Maria Flammia 

From: AMO Communications <commun
Sent: Monday, December 10, 2018 6:25
To: Clerks 
Subject: AMO Policy Update - Information

Statement 

December 10, 2018 

Information for Councils - Developing a Municipal Cannabis 
Policy Statement 

OEC 17 '18 At-110:33Members of Council 

During Council transition, AMO sent to senior municipal staff a document that covers off 
all the information that would be helpful in preparing reports to councils on whether to 
opt-out or allow retail cannabis sales. Now, with councils sworn in, we want to share it 
directly with you. 

The document includes a Draft Municipal Cannabis Policy Statement Template. The 
Template helps municipal governments that may wish to allow recreational cannabis retail 
sales in their communities to identify sensitive areas and better guide retail outlet 
locations. The template is based upon the 'public interest' definition in the Ontario 
recreational cannabis regulations. Where stores are allowed, it can also help staff to 
provide comments to the Alcohol and Gaming Commission of Ontario (AGCO) on 
proposed locations within the 15-day statutory consultation window. 

Under Ontario's recreational cannabis policy, private cannabis retail stores will be 
approved to sell as of April 1, 2019 where municipal governments allow them. Municipal 
governments that do not wish to allow cannabis retail stores can do so by informing the 
AGCO in writing by January 22, 2019 of council's decision. Members should note that the 
decision not to allow retail stores or the decision is to opt out and opt back in after Jan. 22 
will affect access to the municipal portion of the Province's share of the federal share of its 
cannabis excise tax. No matter the municipal c;jecision, consumers will continue to have 
access to cannabis through on-line sales, personal growing and through retail in other 
communities. 

As a priority, please read the documents linked to this communication so that you have 
the most comprehensive information given the decision you will need to make by January 



22, 2019. In addition, Heads of Councils and municipal treasurers received individual 
letters from the Minister of Finance. These letters set out each municipal government's 
cannabis implementation funding allocation. Members can find other information on 
cannabis legalization on AMO's resource page. 

AMO Contact: 

Craig Reid, Senior Advisor, creid@amo.on.ca, 416-971-9856 ext. 334. 

DISCLAIMER: Any documents attached are final versions. AMO assumes no responsibility for any discrepancies that may have been 
transmitted with this electronic version. The printed versions of the documents stand as the official record. 

OPT-OUT: If you wish to opt-out of email communications from AMO, please click here. 
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GANARASKA REGION CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

November 29, 2018 

GRCA 07/18 

1. Welcome and Call to Order 
The Chair called the Ganaraska Region Conservation Authority Board of Directors 
meeting to order at 7:15 p.m. 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Wendy Partner, Chair - Municipality of Clarington 
Raymond Benns - Township of Alnwick/Haldimand 
Brian Darling - Town of Cobourg 
Jeff Lees, Vice-Chair - Municipality of Port Hope 
John Fallis - Township of Cavan Monaghan 
Louise Ferrie-Blecher - Municipality of Port Hope 
Mark Lovshin - Township of Hamilton 
Forrest Rowden - Town of Cobourg 
Heather Stauble - City of Kawartha Lakes 
Willie Woo - Municipality of Clarington 

ALSO PRESENT: Linda Laliberte, CAO/Secretary-Treasurer 
Ken Thajer, Planning and Regulations Coordinator 
Steve McMullen, Forest Recreation Technician 
Jay Sherwin, Chair, Recreation User Committee 
Melissa Spearing, Seed Program Coordinator, Forest Gene 
Conservation Association · 

ABSENT WITH 
REGRETS: 

ALSO ABSENT: 

2. Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest 
None 

3. Minutes of Last Meeting 

GRCA 37/18 
MOVED BY: Forrest Rowden 
SECONDED BY: Mark Lovshin 

THAT the Ganaraska Region Conservation Authority approve the minutes of the October 
18, 2018 meeting. 
CARRIED. 
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4. Adoption of the Agenda 

GRCA 38/18 
MOVED BY: Jeff Lees 
SECONDED BY: John Fallis 

THAT the Ganaraska Region Conservation Authority adopt the agenda as presented. 
CARRIED. 

5. Delegations 
None 

6. Presentations 
a) Ganaraska Forest Recreational Users Committee (RUC) Annual Report 
Jay Sherwin , Chair of the RUC, updated Board of Directors on committee's 2018 
activities. Mr. Sherwin highlighted that the recommendations of the Ganaraska Forest 
Plan and in particular, the synopsis report (by Planning Solutions), has been at the 
forefront of this year's committee discussions. Issues such as, invasive species (e.g. dog 
strangling vine), trail maintenance, enforcement, mapping, and forest signage have been 
recognized . The RUC requested that Forest Memberships and timber sales be returned 
to the forest. Staff clarified that membership sales along with a portion of timber sales do 
returns to the forest. Discussion followed . 

GRCA 39/18 
MOVED BY: Brian Darling 
SECONDED BY: John Fallis 

THAT the Ganaraska Region Conservation Authority approve the presentation for 
information. 
CARRIED. 

b) Closure of Ontario Seed Tree Plant - Melissa Spearing 
Melissa Spearing addressed the Board of Directors on the recent activities around the 
closure of the Ontario Seed Plant. She provided a background of the seed plant and the 
stages of the closing. 

GRCA 40/18 
MOVED BY: Heather Stauble 
SECONDED BY: John Fallis 

THAT the Ganaraska Region Conservation Authority direct the Chair to put on the floor, 
at the next Conservation Ontario meeting, concerns with the closing of the Ontario Seed 
Plant and; 
FURTHER THAT Conservation Ontario be requested to do a report in consultation with 
the Forest Gene Conservation Association and other stakeholders on the impact of 
closing the plant. 

Willie Woo asked for a recorded vote. 
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Ray Benns - Township of Alnwick/Haldimand - Yes 
Brian Darling - Town of Cobourg - Yes 
Jeff Lees - Municipality of Port Hope - Yes 
Mark Lovshin - Township of Hamilton - Yes 
Wendy Partner - Municipality of Clarington -Yes 
Forrest Rowden - Town of Cobourg - Yes 
Heather Stauble - City of Kawartha Lakes - Yes 
Willie Woo - Municipality of Clarington -Yes 
CARRIED. 

7. Business Arising from Minutes 
a) 2019 Levy 
The CAO/Secretary-Treasurer explained the weighted vote procedure to the Board of 
Directors and answered questions 

GRCA 41/18 
MOVED BY: Forrest Rowden 
SECONDED BY: Willie Woo 

THAT the Ganaraska Region Conservation Authority approve the staff report that 
includes the 2019 levy in the amount of $983,386.75 and 2019 capital assets levy of 
$150,088.00. 

Ray Benns - Township of Alnwick/Haldimand (0.9444%) - Yes 
Brian Darling - Town of Cobourg (11 .0296%) - Yes 
Jeff Lees - Municipality of Port Hope (8.65965%) - Yes 
Mark Lovshin - Township of Hamilton (11.1763%) - Yes 
Wendy Partner - Municipality of Clarington (24.11135%) - Yes 
Forrest Rowden - Town of Cobourg (11.0296%) - Yes 
Heather Stauble - City of Kawartha Lakes (0.0916%) - Yes 
Willie Woo - Municipality of Clarington (24.11135%) - Yes 

The total percentage present to vote was 91 .34%. To carry the motion, 51 % total of those 
present or 46.583% is required and cannot be from a single municipality. The vote was 
carried at 100%. 
CARRIED. 

8. Correspondence 
None 

9. Applications under Ontario Regulation 168/06: 
Permits approved by Executive: 

GRCA42/18 
MOVED BY: Forrest Rowden 
SECONDED BY: Ray Benns 

THAT the Ganaraska Region Conservation Authority receive the permits for information. 
CARRIED. 

http:150,088.00
http:983,386.75
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Permit Application requiring Ganaraska Region Conservation Authority Board of Directors 
discussion: 
None 

10. Committee Reports: 
a) Ganaraska Forest Recreation Users Committee Minutes - November 1, 2018 

GRCA 43/18 
MOVED BY: Brian Darling 
SECONDED BY: Jeff Lees 

THAT the Ganaraska Region Conservation Authority receive the Ganaraska Forest 
Recreation Users Committee minutes from November 1, 2018 for information. 
CARRIED. 

11 . New Business: 
None 

12. Other Business 
a) 2019 Economic Adjustment and Proposed Compensation Plan 

GRCA44/18 
MOVED BY: Forrest Rowden 
SECONDED BY: Mark Loshin 

THAT the Ganaraska Region Conservation Authority approve the 2019 Economic 
Adjustment and the proposed Compensation Plan. 
CARRIED. 

13. In Camera 
None 

14. Adjourn 
The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. on a motion by Forrest Rowden. 

CHAIR CAO/SECRETARY-TREASURER 
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Kawartha-HaliburtonS DRINl<ING WATER N 
Source Protection Auth o rit y OURCE PROTECTIO 

AC I 1-'0H CLl::AN WA 'I -EH "-._ 

The Honourable Rod Phillips 

Minister of Environment, Conservation and Parks 

11th Floor, Ferguson Block 

77 Wellesley Street West 

Toronto, ON, M7A 2TS 

RE: Small Municipal Water System Costs 

Dear Minister Phillips, 

This letter is being sent to your ministry as requested by the Kawartha-Haliburton Source Protection 

Authority board. The board wishes to inform your ministry of some of the ongoing challenges that area 

municipalities are faced with in meeting municipal Drinking Water standards. 

The Source Protection regulations enforced today have advanced the standard of care of municipal 

drinking water. It is a fact that most municipalities across the province have successfully risen to the 

commitment of providing safe drinking water with less risk of contamination. However, rural 

municipalities that provide water to small community based systems continue to cope with high costs of 

operation and capital upgrades to their systems. As many rural municipalities are located within the 

Kawartha Conservation area watershed, this financial burden has become increasingly apparent. 

The City of Kawartha Lakes (CKL) operates 21 community based drinking water systems with the vast 

majority of the systems servicing less than 200 connections. Approximately half of the 21 systems in CKL 

cost over $2,000 per connection per year to operate. Costs for systems in the Municipality ofTrent 

Lakes are $850 and $1,150 per connection per year for systems with 198 and 118 connections 

respectively. The Township of Minden Hills' small systems cost on average $706.42 and $1,102.50 per 

connection per year. 

On a cost per connection basis, the costs of small systems are significant when compared to larger more 

populated municipalities where the costs are distributed among more users. In contrast, the average 

yearly water bill for residents in the urbanized Durham Region is $468.16 per connection per year. 

Therefore, we are making a request on behalf of the municipalities within our watershed that: 

1. The province be strongly urged to provide assistance to municipalities (particularly rural ones) 

where the cost to operate the systems is higher than average on a per connection basis; 

2. The province curtail additional requirements on municipal water systems without putting a plan 

in place giving the municipalities the financial resources to sustain these systems; and 

3. The province provides an incentive and makes it simpler to fragment the smaller municipal 

systems to less regulated and more cost effective individual systems. 

www .trents aurce prate c tian.on.es 

T REN T CONSERVATION COALITION SOU RCE P ROT ECTIO N RECION 
Crowe V a lle y , Can a ra11-la Re g io n . Kawarth a -Ha lib u rton . L owe r Tren t & Otonabee-Pe t erboro u g h Source P rot e ction A rea 1 

http:tian.on.es
http:1,102.50
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On behalf of the Board, we ask you to consider these requests seriously so that providing safe drinking 

water is balanced with the ability to pay the cost of treatment and source protection. 

Warmest Regards, 

Kawartha Conservation 

Cc: Hon. Steve Clark (MMAH) 

Hon. Ernie Hardeman (OMAFRA) 

Jim Hunt, Chair, TCC Source Protection Committee 

TCC Source Protection Area Chairs 

Kim Gavine, Conservation Ontario 

Allan Thompson, Chair, ROMA 

Don Beaton, Commissioner of Corporate Services, Region of Durham 

Cathie Ritchie, Clerk, City of Kawartha Lakes 

Kari Stevenson, Clerk, Municipality of Trent Lakes 

Dawn Newhook, Clerk, Township of Minden Hills 

www.trentsourceprote ctlon.on.c a 
'---- --------- --- ------ - ---

T RENT C O N SERVATION C OALlllON SO URCE P ROTECTION R ECION 
Crowe V a lley, Can ara1t.a R egio n , l<awarth a - H a liburton, Lower Trent & Oton abce- Pct erborou gh Source P ro t ection Areas 

www.trentsourceprotectlon.on.c
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From: Ralph Walton 
To: Lydia Gerritsen; Afreen Raza; Cheryl Bandel 
Subject: FW: Minister’s Annual Report on Drinking Water 2018 / Rapport annuel 2018 du ministre sur l’eau potable 
Date: December-18-18 4:17:43 PM 

CIP 

Advance copy to Works Commissioner 

From: Water, Drinking (MECP) <Drinking.Water@ontario.ca> 
Sent: Tuesday, December 18, 2018 4:13 PM 
To: Ralph Walton <Ralph.Walton@durham.ca> 
Subject: Minister’s Annual Report on Drinking Water 2018 / Rapport annuel 2018 du ministre sur 
l’eau potable 

Today, the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks released the 
Minister's Annual Report on Drinking Water 2018. 

It showcases how Ontario is taking action to protect drinking water and water 
resources. 

Supporting data on Drinking Water Quality and Enforcement is available on the Open 
Data Catalogue. 

Le ministère de l’Environnement, de la Protection de la nature et des Parcs a publié 
aujourd’hui le Rapport annuel 2018 du ministre sur l’eau potable. 

Ce rapport souligne les mesures prises par l’Ontario pour protéger l’eau potable et les 
ressources hydriques. 

On trouve des données à l’appui sur la qualité de l’eau potable et l’application des 
règlements dans le catalogue des données ouvertes. 

mailto:Ralph.Walton@durham.ca
mailto:Lydia.Gerritsen@Durham.ca
mailto:Afreen.Raza@durham.ca
mailto:Cheryl.Bandel@Durham.ca
https://www.ontario.ca/page/ministers-annual-report-drinking-water-2018
https://www.ontario.ca/data/drinking-water-quality-and-enforcement
https://www.ontario.ca/fr/page/rapport-annuel-2018-du-ministre-sur-leau-potable
https://www.ontario.ca/fr/donnees/qualite-de-leau-potable-et-application-des-reglements
https://www.ontario.ca/fr/donnees/qualite-de-leau-potable-et-application-des-reglements
mailto:Ralph.Walton@durham.ca
mailto:Drinking.Water@ontario.ca
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December 1 

~ Toronto and Region 

~ Conservation 
Authority 

Sent via email 

#9/18, of Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA), held 
ution #A185/18 in regard to the Trans Canada Trail Connection -
ouge National Urban Park in Uxbridge was approved as follows: 

wood Resource Management Tract (Goodwood RMT) Trail Plan 
process as een completed, including confirmation of a recommended trail network 
within the Goodwood RMT; 

AND WHEREAS Trans Canada Trail (TCT) and Trans Canada Trail Ontario (TCTO) agreed 
to contribute $35,000 towards confirming the new Trans Canada Trail route and the design 
ofa bridge crossing; 

THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED THAT the Trans Canada Trail Connection - EDH to 
RNUP Final Report be approved; 

THAT the approved Final Report be circulated to Lake Simcoe Region Conservation 
Authority (LSRCA), who will bring the Final Report to the Regional Municipality of Durham 
for endorsement; 

THAT the endorsed Final Report be circulated to TCT and TCTO for approval; 

THAT the approved Final Report be circulated to the Township of Uxbridge, Parks Canada, 
Green Durham Association, the Oak Ridges Trail Association and the TRCA Regional 
Watershed Alliance for information; 

THAT TRCA staff continue to work with Parks Canada to further the implementation of the 
Webb Road Crossing - detailed design and construction to be funded by Parks Canada; 

AND FURTHER THAT Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA) staff actively 
work with its partners and community leaders to seek out and secure funds, grants, 
sponsors and donors that will contribute towards the implementation of this new Trans 
Canada Trail spur connection. 

Here is a link to the minutes for your information and any action deemed necessary, containing the 
report as approved by the Board of Directors. If you have any questions or require additional 
information, please contact Corinna Thomassen-Darby at 416-661-6600 extension 5625, 
corinna.thomassen-darby@trca.on.ca. 

Alisa Mah ova 
Interim Clerk and Coordinator 

T: 416.661.6600 I F: 416.661 .6898 I info@trca.on.ca I 101 Exchange Avenue, Vaughan, ON L4K SR6 I www.trca.ca 

http:www.trca.ca
mailto:info@trca.on.ca
mailto:corinna.thomassen-darby@trca.on.ca


cc. Corinna Thomassen-Darby, Senior Coordinator, Master Planning and Greenspace 
Conservation 

DISTRIBUTION LIST 
Debbie Leroux, Clerk, Township of Uxbridge 
Elizabeth Calvin, President, Green Durham Association 
Kevin Lowe, President, Oak Ridges Trail Association 
Mike Walters, Chief Administrative Officer, Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority 
Michael Bender, Chair Board of Directors, Trans Canada Trail Ontario 
Michael Goodyear, Trail Development Manager, Eastern Canada, Trans Canada Trail 
Omar McDadi, Acting Field Unit Superintendent, Rouge National Urban Park, Parks Canada 
Ralph Walton, Regional Clerk / Director, Legislative Services, Regional Municipality of Durham 
Victoria Kramkowski, Watershed Specialist, Etobicoke-Mimico Watershed Services 
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