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 The Regional Municipality of Durham 
COUNCIL INFORMATION PACKAGE 

February 7, 2020 

Information Reports 

2020-INFO-8 Commissioner of Finance – re: Economic Update at January 2020 

Early Release Reports 

There are no Early Release Reports 

Staff Correspondence 

There is no Staff Correspondence 

Durham Municipalities Correspondence 

1. City of Pickering – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on January 
27, 2020, regarding Envision Durham – Housing Policy Planning Discussion Paper 

2. City of Pickering – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on January 
27, 2020, supporting the commencement of the decommissioning process and 
dismantling of the Pickering Nuclear Generating Station (PNGS) as expeditiously as 
possible 

Other Municipalities Correspondence/Resolutions 

1. Town of Orangeville – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on 
January 13, 2020, regarding Environmental Awareness and Action 

2. Municipality of Strathroy-Caradoc – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting 
held on January 20, 2020, supporting the important role Conservation Authorities 
provide to municipalities in delivering watershed management programs 

3. Township of Madoc – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on 
December 4, 2019, supporting the Town of Spring Water resolution regarding Joint 
and Several Liability Consultation 

4. Town of Collingwood – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on 
January 20, 2020, regarding Conservation Authorities 
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Miscellaneous Correspondence 

1. Rainy River District Municipal Association – re: Resolution passed at their meeting 
held on January 25, 2020, to Address Fair and Equitable Property Taxation 
Revenue on Railway Right-of-Ways Collected by Municipalities in Ontario 

2. Land Over Landings - Submitting additional data as requested by Mayor Collier 
following a delegation at the Regional Council meeting held on January 29, 2020 
pertaining to the Region’s Climate Change Emergency Declaration 

3. Ministry of Children, Community and Social Services – re: Ontario’s next Poverty 
Reduction Strategy is now live on Ontario.ca/povertysurvey and will be available 
online until March 30, 2020 

Advisory Committee Minutes 

1. 9-1-1 Management Board minutes – January 16, 2020 

2. Durham Environmental Advisory Committee (DEAC) minutes – January 16, 2020

Members of Council – Please advise the Regional Clerk at clerks@durham.ca, if you 
wish to pull an item from this CIP and include on the next regular agenda of the 
appropriate Standing Committee. Items will be added to the agenda if the Regional Clerk 
is advised by Wednesday noon the week prior to the meeting, otherwise the item will be 
included on the agenda for the next regularly scheduled meeting of the applicable 
Committee. 

Notice regarding collection, use and disclosure of personal information: 
Written information (either paper or electronic) that you send to Durham Regional Council 
or Committees, including home address, phone numbers and email addresses, will 
become part of the public record.  If you have any questions about the collection of 
information, please contact the Regional Clerk/Director of Legislative Services. 

https://engage.ontario.ca/en/engagement-initiatives/developing-new-poverty-reduction-strategy-ontario
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If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 2304 

 

From: Commissioner of Finance 
Report: #2020-INFO-8 
Date:  February 7, 2020 

Subject: 

Economic Update at January 2020  

Recommendation: 

Receive for information. 

Report: 

1. Purpose 

1.1 The Regional Finance Department monitors economic conditions on an ongoing 
basis and prepares periodic summary reports to Regional Council.  The following 
is a brief summary of some economic conditions that could have implications for 
both Regional expenditures and revenues.  

2. Federal Economic Conditions  

2.1 The Canadian economy experienced a slight expansion in the third quarter of 
2019 as real GDP grew by 0.3 per cent. This represents an annualized GDP 
growth rate of 1.3 per cent. In comparison, real GDP growth was 0.9 per cent in 
the second quarter of 2019 and 0.2 per cent in the first quarter.  

2.2 Third quarter GDP growth was largely attributed to increases in both household 
consumption and business investment. These two components, in addition to 
government consumption, represent final domestic demand, which grew by 0.8 
per cent in the third quarter of 2019. 

Household Consumption  

2.3 Household consumption increased by 0.4 per cent in the third quarter of 2019. 
This increase was largely due to a 4.9 per cent increase in the purchase of new 
trucks, vans, and sport utility vehicles. 

2.4 The rise in household consumption was likely a result of rising employment 
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compensation. Wages and salaries, across all sectors, increased 1.3 per cent 
during the third quarter of 2019. This was driven mainly by the service producing 
industry, which saw wages and salaries increase 1.5 per cent. Alternatively, 
goods producing industries saw wages and salaries increase by 0.8 per cent. 

2.5 The overall increase in wages and salaries allowed Canadians to increase their 
savings ability. The household savings rate, which is the percentage of disposable 
income put away for savings, increased from 3.0 per cent in the second quarter of 
2019, to 3.2 per cent in the third quarter. Household disposable income also 
increased by 0.9 per cent in the third quarter. 

2.6 The ability of Canadians to increase both savings rates and disposable income 
can be largely attributed to the stability in the labour market. The annual 
unemployment rate for 2019 was 5.7 per cent, which is slightly lower than the 5.8 
per cent unemployment rate for 2018. 

2.7 Employment continues to remain stable as the Canadian employment rate 
increased from 61.6 per cent in 2018 to 62.0 per cent in 2019. The labour force 
participation rate also increased from 65.4 per cent in 2018 to 65.7 per cent in 
2019. 

2.8 Despite the wage and savings growth experienced over the third quarter of 2019, 
Canadians’ personal debt-to-disposable income ratio increased from 175.63 to 
176.23. This means that for one dollar of disposable income, Canadians carry 
$1.76 of debt. Credit cards and mortgages represent the majority of Canadian 
debt obligations, as the ratio of consumer credit and mortgage liabilities to 
disposable income sits at 164.94. 

Business Investment 

2.9 Business investment grew by 2.6 per cent in the third quarter of 2019. This marks 
the highest growth in business investment since the fourth quarter of 2017. Total 
business investment includes construction of residential and non-residential 
structures, spending on machinery and equipment, and spending on intellectual 
property products (such as research and development). 

2.10 Business investment in non-residential structures grew 2.7 per cent in the third 
quarter, while investment in machinery and equipment grew 1.7 per cent and 
intellectual property investment grew 1.5 per cent. These forms of non-residential 
investment measure the degree of business expansion, which provides an early 
indicator of future economic activity. 

2.11 Interest rates are a significant factor affecting the amount of business investment 
as large capital expansions require the borrowing of funds. The most important 
interest rate in Canada is the Policy Rate, which is influenced by the Bank of 
Canada through its monetary policy decisions. The Bank of Canada target for the 
Policy Rate remained unchanged throughout 2019, remaining at 1.75 per cent. 
The policy rate dictates all other interest rates in the economy. 
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2.12 Inflation is another factor that influences business investment decisions as it 
affects the amount businesses pay for products and affects the amount of real 
interest paid on loans. Total inflation, as measured by the Consumer Price Index 
(CPI), was 2.2 per cent in December 2019. Throughout 2019, the total inflation 
rate has ranged between 1.4 per cent and 2.4 per cent, which is within the Bank 
of Canada inflation control target of 1 to 3 per cent. 

Imports and Exports 

2.13 After strong export growth of 3.1 per cent in the second quarter of 2019, export 
volumes declined by 0.4 per cent in the third quarter. Import volumes remained 
unchanged in the third quarter of 2019 after declining by 0.9 per cent in the 
second quarter. 

2.14 The terms of trade, which is the ratio of the price of exports to the price of imports, 
declined by 0.9 per cent in the third quarter of 2019. Specifically, export prices 
declined by 1.5 per cent, while import prices declined by only 0.7 per cent. The 
main driver of the decline in export prices was the 10.9 per cent decrease in the 
price of exported crude oil and bitumen. 

2.15 Despite the decline in exports, the price of the Canadian dollar remained relatively 
unchanged throughout the third quarter, with one Canadian dollar currently selling 
for $0.77 in U.S dollars (as of January 2, 2020).  A low Canadian dollar decreases 
the cost to purchase Canadian goods abroad and generally supports an export 
environment.               

3. Provincial Economic Conditions 

3.1 The Ontario economy saw real GDP growth of 0.6 per cent in the third quarter of 
2019. This follows a growth rate of 0.8 per cent during the second quarter of 2019. 
Household consumption increased by 0.9 per cent, business investment 
increased by 3.2 per cent, and final domestic demand increased by 1.1 per cent. 

3.2 Wages and salaries increased by 1.5 per cent which is slightly higher rate than 
the national level. This contributed to an increase in disposable income of 1.3 per 
cent. 

3.3 Ontario is also benefiting from a stable labour market. The unemployment rate for 
2019 was 5.6 per cent, which is slightly lower than the national rate of 5.7 per 
cent. However, the labour force participation rate (65.1 per cent) and the 
employment rate (61.4 per cent) in Ontario were also slightly lower than the 
national levels.  

3.4 Business investment in Ontario grew at a slightly higher rate than Canada, as 
Ontario saw a 3.2 per cent increase in the third quarter. Despite this increase, 
Ontario saw a 1.2 per cent decline in machinery and equipment investment. 
Investment in non-residential structures increased 2.7 per cent and investment in 
intellectual property products increased 1.6 per cent.  
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3.5 Despite the decline in exports at the national level, Ontario experienced a 1.0 per 
cent increase in exports during third quarter of 2019. Ontario also saw a 0.5 per 
cent increase in imports over the same time frame. Thus Ontario’s trade balance 
was $2.9 billion, the first positive trade balance since the fourth quarter of 2016. 

4. Local Economic Conditions  

Employment  

4.1 Local unemployment remains below the provincial and national averages. The 
unemployment rate for the Oshawa Census Metropolitan Area (CMA) was 5.6 per 
cent in December 2019 (three-month moving average). The annual 
unemployment rate for the Oshawa CMA was 5.4 per cent in 2019, which is 
slightly higher than the 5.1 per cent unemployment rate for 2018.  

4.2 The average labour force participation rate declined to 66.8 per cent in 2019 from 
68.6 per cent in 2018 but remains higher than the provincial and national 
averages. The employment rate also decreased to 63.2 per cent in 2019 from 
65.1 per cent in 2018.   

4.3 The Conference Board of Canada forecasts that job losses due to the end of GM 
vehicle assembly will exceed job growth in all other industries in 2020. This 
suggests a 1.9 per cent reduction to forecast employment in 2020. However, the 
Conference Board anticipates the employment decline will be short-lived and 
employment is forecast to increase at an average of 1.6 per cent per year to 2023. 

 

4.4 Employment in the local economy continues to shift from goods-producing 
industries to service-producing industries. Good-producing industries currently 
represent 20 per cent of total local employment, whereas service-producing 
represent 80 per cent.   

Housing 

4.5 The average resale price of a home in Durham Region was $640,269 in December 
2019, which is a 9 per cent increase over the $587,200 average resale price for 
December 2018. The average annual weighted resale price for 2019 was 
$611,342 for Durham Region, compared to $593,902 for 2018.  
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4.6 House prices remain relatively low in Durham Region when compared to adjacent 
municipalities. The table below compares the average annual resale price of 
homes within the Greater Toronto Area. 

Average Annual Volume-Weighted Home Sale Price 

 

 

 

 

Region 2019 ($)
Durham Region 611,342             
York Region 936,773             
Peel Region 754,171             
Halton Region 867,048             
City of Toronto 883,520             
GTA Volume-Weighted Mean 819,319             

4.7 Durham continues to experience housing units sales growth. There were a total of 
10,634 housing units sold in 2019 compared to 8,941 in 2018. New home listings 
also increased by 2 per cent in 2019, with 18,656 new listings compared to 18,233 
for 2018.  

4.8 Rental vacancy rates in Durham were 2.5 per cent as of October 2019 and remain 
healthier than the 1.5 per cent average for the rest of the GTA. Average rental 
prices in Durham increased by 1.6 per cent over the twelve-month period of 
October 2018 to October 2019 as compared to 6.8 per cent for the rest of the 
GTA where historically low vacancy rates continue to drive high rental growth 
rates.    

General Motors Operations in Oshawa 

4.9 General Motors has announced an investment of $170 million in the Oshawa plant 
to transition the facility from manufacturing vehicles to stamping, sub-assembly 
and autonomous vehicle testing has retained 300 of 2,600 union jobs at the plant.    

4.10 Construction on the autonomous vehicle track began in October 2019 and is 
expected to be complete by spring 2020. Production of the last vehicle at the 
Oshawa plant was in December 2019.   

4.11 In October 2019, a jobs Action Centre for Oshawa was opened to give impacted 
GM employees local, targeted training and support to help them get back into the 
workforce. 

5. Global Economic Risks 

5.1 Many of the key economic risks of 2019 appear to be cooling off or heading 
towards resolution. These include BREXIT, the U.S-China trade dispute, and the 
uncertainty around the proposed Canada-U.S-Mexico free trade deal. Despite this 
reality, a number of economic risks remain for 2020. 

5.2 Although the trade dispute between the U.S and China appears to be cooling off, 
nationalist sentiment continues to grow across the globe. This poses a risk to 
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international trade as nationalism tends to shift support away from open markets. 
According to the World Trade Organization (WTO), the last three quarters of 2019 
saw a 2.9 per cent decline in total world merchandise trade. As an export-driven 
economy this presents a risk for Ontario.  

5.3 High public debt levels remain an issue in Canada and across the globe. 
According to the International Monetary Fund (IMF) public debt is expected to 
reach 90 per cent of GDP across the G20 countries in 2019. This is the highest 
level on record and is expected to reach 95 per cent by 2024. 

5.4 The 2020 Global Risks report published by the World Economic Forum (WEF) 
cites climate change as one of the biggest risks to the economy over the next 
decade. Rising temperatures across the globe are leading to more severe 
weather events, such as wildfires and severe flooding. According to the WEF, the 
worldwide economic impact and damage from natural disasters totaled $165 
billion (U.S dollars) in 2018. They also estimate that climate related economic 
damage could reach up to 10 per cent of GDP in the U.S by the end of the 
century.     

5.5 Although it is difficult to quantify the global economic impacts of the coronavirus at 
this time, some estimates suggest that the Chinese economy could experience a 
2 per cent decline in economic growth during the first quarter of 2020. China has 
also begun an economic stimulus program by injecting 1.7 trillion yuan ($242.74 
billion USD) into the economy.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Original Signed By 

Nancy Taylor, BBA, CPA, CA 
Commissioner of Finance and Treasurer 
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The Regional Municipality of Durham 

MINUTES 

9-1-1 MANAGEMENT BOARD 

January 16, 2020 

A regular meeting of the 9-1-1 Management Board was held at Region of Durham 
Paramedic Services, 4040 Anderson Street, Whitby, Ontario, at 9:30 A.M. 

Present: J. Galipeau, Durham Regional Police (Chair) 
T. Cheseboro, Region of Durham Paramedic Services 
L. Kellett, Oshawa Central Ambulance Communications Centre, Ministry of 

Health – Emergency Health Program Management & Delivery Branch 
M. Simpson, Director of Financial Planning and Purchasing, Durham 

Region, left the meeting at 11:35 AM 
J. Wichman, Communications/9-1-1 Technical Manager 

Absent: B. Drew, Durham Regional Council 
 G. Weir, Clarington Emergency & Fire Services 

Staff 
Present: L. Nash, 9-1-1 Communications Training Coordinator, Durham Regional Police 

C. Gillis, Acting Superintendent, Durham Regional Police, left the meeting at 
11:33 AM 

J. Whittaker, Sergeant, Communications, Durham Regional Police 
T. Fraser, Legislative Services Division – Corporate Services Department 

1. Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest. 

2. Approval of Minutes 

Moved by M. Simpson, Seconded by J. Wichman, 
(1) That the minutes of the 9-1-1 Management Board meeting held on 

November 18, 2019, be adopted. 
CARRIED 

3. Appointment of New Chair for 9-1-1 Management Board 

T. Fraser advised that in accordance with the provisions contained in the 9-
1-1 Joint Powers Agreement, it is required that a representative of either the 
Police or Fire Agencies, Chair on a rotating annual basis. 

G. Weir will assume the Chair of the 9-1-1 Management Board as of the next 
meeting. 
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4. 9-1-1 Call Statistics 

J. Wichman provided the 2019 statistics on calls transferred, 2019 estimated 
distribution by agency, and 9-1-1 call comparison for 2017, 2018 and 2019, as 
handouts. He advised that the overall volume of calls is increasing annually, 
and he provided a breakdown of calls transferred by agency for 2019. 

J. Wichman responded to questions with respect to the tracking of non-
emergency calls to 9-1-1; and the number of calls received as a result of the 
emergency alert regarding the Pickering Nuclear Generating Station. 

5. Tweets from Durham Region 9-1-1 

J. Wichman advised that the 9-1-1 Unit is considering the use of social media 
to share information with the public on the number of calls received monthly 
and for public awareness around issues such as wireless hang up calls. He 
also advised that they are considering whether to open their own twitter 
account.  

Discussion ensued with respect to the social media policies of the Region of 
Durham and Durham Regional Police Service; and the best social media 
platform for communicating with the public. It was suggested that a meeting be 
held with Corporate Communications staff of the Region of Durham and 
Durham Regional Police Service to discuss next steps. 

6. Communications 

This item was considered earlier in the meeting. Refer to Item 5. Tweets from 
Durham Region 9-1-1 on page 2 of these minutes. 

7. Approval of Region of Durham E9-1-1 P.E.R.S. Policy and Procedure 
Manual 

J. Wichman provided a draft of the Region of Durham E9-1-1 P.E.R.S. Policy 
and Procedure Manual as a handout and he reviewed the proposed changes 
with members of the Board. 

Discussion ensued with respect to the proposed changes in the Policy and 
Procedure Manual; the process for adding or altering procedures; updating the 
complaint taking policy related to the minimum staffing requirement; the 9-1-1 
funding model; and next steps. 

It was requested that an electronic copy of the draft Policy and Procedure 
Manual be circulated to members for review prior to the next 9-1-1 Management 
Board meeting. It was also suggested that changes requiring Regional Council 
approval be deferred until the Fall of 2020 to allow for further review of the 
complaint taking policy. 
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8. 9-1-1 Management Board 2020 Budget 

M. Simpson provided a copy of the proposed 2020 Budget for the Emergency 
9-1-1 Telephone System as a handout. She noted that the proposed budget 
increase is 11.52% and most is related to the annualization of the five new 
communicator positions approved in the 2019 budget. 

J. Wichman provided an overview of the proposed 2020 program changes and 
he advised that the increase in capital assets is related to the implementation 
of next generation 9-1-1 (NG9-1-1). He also outlined future increases related 
to maintenance costs which will have an impact on the 2021 Budget. 

Discussion ensued with respect to the use of the Capital Project Reserve; and 
whether any funding is provided from other levels of government or phone 
bills.  

Moved by M. Simpson, Seconded by J. Wichman, 
(2) That we recommend to the Finance & Administration Committee for 

consideration during budget deliberations: 

That the 2020 9-1-1 Management Board Budget include the following items to 
be financed from the Region’s Capital Project Reserve: 

• $285,000 for the purchase of Computer Telephony Integration System 
Equipment; 

• $240,000 for the purchase of Voice Recorder System; 
• $461,400 for the purchase of Private Branch Exchange for Phone System; 

and 
• $264,000 for the purchase of Servers/SANS. 

CARRIED 

Moved by T. Cheseboro, Seconded by L. Kellett, 
(3) That the proposed 2020 9-1-1 budget be approved and that the 

proposed 2020 9-1-1 budget be forwarded to the Regional Finance 
Department for inclusion in the proposed 2020 Regional Business 
Plans and Budgets. 

CARRIED 

9. Other Departments - Comments/Concerns 

a) Comments/Concerns – Regional Council 

There were no comments. 
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b) Comments/Concerns – Durham Police 

J. Wichman advised that they are continuing work towards the implementation 
of next generation 9-1-1 (NG9-1-1) and that he will keep the board informed 
as the network is developed. 

Discussion ensued with respect to upcoming changes to the Computer Aided 
Dispatch (CAD) system and the potential impact on staffing. 

c) Comments/Concerns – Fire Departments 

There were no comments. 

d) Comments/Concerns – Oshawa Central Ambulance Communications Centre 

L. Kellett outlined some of the issues being experienced with the phone lines 
at the Oshawa Central Ambulance Communications Centre.  

e) Comments/Concerns – Durham Finance 

M. Simpson advised that the proposed 2020 Regional Budget will include 
$300,000 for the installation of signage on vacant rural properties for 9-1-1 
purposes. She noted that the funding would be made available to local 
municipalities to install signage as needed.   

f) Comments/Concerns – Region of Durham Paramedic Services 

There were no comments. 

10. Other Business 

There was no other business. 

11. Date of Next Meeting 

The next meeting of the 9-1-1 Management Board will be held on Tuesday, 
April 28, 2020 at the Regional Municipality of Durham Headquarters, 605 
Rossland Road East, Whitby, Meeting Room 1-E. 

12. Adjournment 

Moved by L. Kellett, Seconded by T. Cheseboro, 
(4) That the meeting be adjourned. 

CARRIED 
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The meeting adjourned at 11:36 AM 

J. Galipeau, Chair 

T. Fraser, Committee Clerk 
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The Regional Municipality of Durham 

MINUTES 

DURHAM ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

January 16, 2020 

A regular meeting of the Durham Environmental Advisory Committee was held on 
Thursday, January 16, 2020 in Boardroom 1-B, Regional Municipality of Durham 
Headquarters, 605 Rossland Road East, Whitby at 7:05 PM. 

Present: G. Carpentier, Scugog, Chair 
S. Clearwater, Whitby 
J. Cuthbertson, Clarington, Second Vice-Chair 
R. Dickinson, Brock 
C. Duffy, Post-Secondary Member 
B. Foxton, Uxbridge 
G. Layton, Oshawa 
K. Lui, Member at Large, First Vice-Chair 
D. Sallans, Member at Large 
B. Shipp, Member at Large 
M. Thompson, Ajax 
S. Yamada, Regional Councillor, Town of Whitby, attended the meeting at 

8:00 PM 

Absent:  O. Chaudhry, Pickering 
K. Murray, Member at Large 
D. Stathopoulos, Member at Large 
D. Upadhyay, Youth Member 

Also  
Present: Councillor John Neal 

Staff 
Present: C. Goodchild, Manager, Policy Planning & Special Studies, Planning & 

Economic Development Department 
 A. Luqman, Project Planner, Planning & Economic Development Department 

S. Penak, Committee Clerk, Corporate Services – Legislative Services 

Moved by J. Cuthbertson, Seconded by M. Thompson, 
That the agenda be altered to hear Item 5. A) Allen Frank, Durham 
Resident, re: Phase 2 of the Columbus Road Landfill Site, and Item 
5. B) Clint Cole, Durham Resident, re: Contaminates Deposited on 
Rural Lands, next. 

CARRIED 
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5. Delegations 

A) Allen Frank, Durham Resident, re: Phase 2 of the Columbus Road Landfill 
Site  

Allen Frank, Durham Resident, appeared before the Committee regarding 
Phase 2 of the Columbus Road Landfill Site. A. Frank provided a handout to 
Committee that will be retained in Legislative Services. 

A. Frank stated that he is appearing before the DEAC to voice concerns 
about the health and dumping practices of the landfill site on the property 
between Ritson Road and Wilson Road, north of Columbus Road, in the City 
of Oshawa. 

A. Frank stated that himself, along with other residents, asked the following 
questions to City of Oshawa staff, as well as Durham Region staff: 

• Has there been studies before the dumping began? 
• What is the content of the material being dumped? 
• Is the material (or each truck) being monitored or inspected? 

A. Frank further stated that they would like to see the following 
recommendations implemented: 

• A thorough study of the area where dumping occurs; 
• Studies must all be passed and completed before permits are issued to 

dump; 
• And also, very important, the citizens must be informed about the source 

of the material being dumped; 
• Strict monitoring of each truck as it is dumped; 
• The monitor must be a citizen from where the landfill site is (preferably 2 

monitors); and 
• A hefty fine for any truck that has dumped material containing anything 

other than what was specified in the permit to dump and the permit being 
cancelled immediately. 

A. Frank concluded that they would like a public meeting to be hosted and 
that the applicant be present with a copy of the permit he is seeking to 
attain. 

B) Clint Cole, Durham Resident, re: Contaminates Deposited on Rural Lands  

Clint Cole, Durham Resident, appeared before the Committee regarding 
contaminates deposited on rural lands. 

C. Cole stated that he would like more scrutinized oversight over silos that 
are created between all levels of government. He stated that individual 



Durham Environmental Advisory Committee - Minutes 
January 16, 2020 Page 3 of 10 

municipalities are not sufficiently managing their fill by-laws, and that the 
material may be harmful human health and consequently to the watershed. 
He noted that fill is moving from multiple municipalities without the proper 
monitoring, and there should be more Regional oversight and closer scrutiny 
as opposed to the owner/operators self-monitoring. 

C. Cole questioned if the Region has proper and adequate policies to protect 
groundwater. 

C. Cole referenced Section 3: Scope of Activities, specifically Section 3.1 b) 
and 3.1 e) of the DEAC Terms of Reference and stated that it is within 
DEAC’s scope to provide advice on such matters as the one presented 
today, and to provide advice on policy matters. He asked that DEAC look at 
the motion from the January 8, 2020 Works Committee meeting regarding “a 
regional fill policy”. 

C. Cole responded to questions from the Committee. 

Discussion ensued with respect to contaminates being deposited in rural 
lands; Provincial Regulation 406 and the different types of sampling on the 
soil that is completed, and the protocols followed by a Qualified Person (QP); 
and whether the Ministry of Health should be involved in this process. 

Staff explained how information flows through the DEAC and back to the 
Planning and Economic Development Department, and invited members of 
the public and the DEAC to provide comments on the 
Environment/Greenlands System Discussion Paper, as well as to follow the 
Envision Durham process. 

It was the consensus of the Committee to recess for 5 minutes. The 
Committee recessed at 7:49 PM and reconvened at 7:52 PM. 

C. Goodchild, Manager, Policies & Special Studies, Planning & Economic 
Development Department, referenced the Works Committee motion at the 
January 8, 2020 Works Committee meeting regarding the development of a 
Regional fill policy. She advised that staff will be meeting to discuss and 
determine next steps and noted that excess soil regulation work is on-going. 
She further noted that staff brought forward a site-alteration by-law model in 
2012 for municipalities to use if they wished. C. Goodchild advised that she 
will let the staff working group know that DEAC would like the opportunity to 
provide comments on whatever comes out of the working group and the 
January 8, 2020 Works Committee motion. 

A. Luqman advised that she would email the Committee three links to various 
newspaper articles that provide additional background information on this 
issue. 
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1. Election of Officers for 2020 

Election of the DEAC Chair 

S. Penak, Committee Clerk, called for nominations for the position of Chair of 
the Durham Environmental Advisory Committee. 

Moved by S. Clearwater, Seconded by B. Foxton, 
That G. Carpentier be nominated for the position of Chair of the 
Durham Environmental Advisory Committee. 

Moved by M. Thompson, Seconded by G. Layton, 
That nominations be closed. 

CARRIED 

S. Penak asked if G. Carpentier wished to stand. G. Carpentier indicated he 
wished to stand. 

G. Carpentier was acclaimed to the position of Chair. 

Election of the DEAC First and Second Vice-Chairs 

S. Penak, Committee Clerk, called for nominations for the positions of First 
and Second Vice-Chair of the Durham Environmental Advisory Committee. 

Moved by G. Carpentier, Seconded by R. Dickinson, 
That J. Cuthbertson be nominated for the position of Vice-Chair of 
the Durham Environmental Advisory Committee. 

Moved by J. Cuthbertson, Seconded by G. Layton, 
That K. Lui be nominated for the position of Vice-Chair of the 
Durham Environmental Advisory Committee. 

Moved by M. Thompson, Seconded by S. Clearwater, 
That nominations be closed. 

CARRIED 

S. Penak asked if K. Lui and J. Cuthbertson wished to stand. K. Lui and J. 
Cuthbertson indicated they wished to stand. 

K. Lui and J. Cuthbertson were acclaimed to the positions of First and 
Second Vice-Chair, respectively. 

G. Carpentier assumed the position of Chair for the remainder of the 
meeting. 
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Moved by J. Cuthbertson, Seconded by M. Thompson, 
That the agenda be altered to hear Item 6. A) Jamie Davidson, 
Acting Director, Watershed Planning & Natural Heritage, Central 
Lake Ontario Conservation Authority (CLOCA), re: CLOCA Draft 
Watershed Plan Update, next. 

CARRIED 

6. Presentations 

A) Central Lake Ontario Conservation Authority (CLOCA) Draft Watershed Plan 
Update  

Jamie Davidson, Acting Director, Watershed Planning & Natural Heritage, 
CLOCA, appeared before the Committee to present an update on the Draft 
Watershed Plan. 

Highlights from the presentation included: 

• Central Lake Ontario Conservation Authority (CLOCA) 
• 2012 Watershed Management Plans: Existing Conditions and Plan 

Development 
o Existing Conditions Reports 
o Watershed Management Plans 

• Natural Heritage System (NHS) 
• Action Plans 
• Recommended Official Plan (OP) Policies 
• Watershed Health Targets 
• What’s Changed in the Past 5 Years? 

o Legislation 
o Climate Change and Growth 
o Action Plans 

• Updating the Plans: Planning, Evaluating, and Achieving Watershed 
Health 
o Planning for Watershed Health 
o New Watershed Plan Vision 
o Evaluating Watershed Health 
o Achieving Watershed Health 

• Next Steps 

J. Davidson responded to questions from the Committee regarding whether 
CLOCA monitors tree cover and whether that is reportable to upper levels of 
government; whether the impacts of landfill or clean fill are considered with 
respect to the heath of watersheds; the monitoring of Ephemeral ponds and 
amphibian monitoring; whether CLOCA was approached by the City of 
Oshawa to complete any water processing at the fill site as mentioned by the 
two delegations earlier in the meeting. 
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2. Approval of Agenda 

Moved by G. Layton, Seconded by R. Dickinson, 
That the agenda for the January 16, 2020 DEAC meeting, as 
presented, be approved. 

CARRIED 

3. Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest. 

4. Adoption of Minutes 

Moved by M. Thompson, Seconded by J. Cuthbertson, 
That the minutes of the regular DEAC meeting held on Thursday, 
November 21, 2019, be adopted. 

CARRIED 

In regard to the delegation made by Highway for Heroes to the DEAC on 
November 21, 2019, G. Carpentier updated the Committee that they can now 
operate throughout the entire Hwy 401 corridor, as opposed to only operating 
within 15 kms of the Hwy 401 and in specific areas. 

5. Delegations 

A) Allen Frank, Durham Resident, re: Phase 2 of the Columbus Road Landfill 
Site  

This item was considered earlier in the meeting. See page 2 of these 
minutes. 

B) Clint Cole, Durham Resident, re: Contaminates Deposited on Rural Lands  

This item was considered earlier in the meeting. See pages 2 and 3 of these 
minutes. 

6. Presentations 

A) Central Lake Ontario Conservation Authority (CLOCA) Draft Watershed Plan 
Update  

This item was considered earlier in the meeting. See page 5 of these 
minutes. 
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7. Items for Discussion/Input 

A) Attendance at the Duffin Creek Water Pollution Control Plant (WPCP) 
Advisory Committee  

A. Luqman advised that the Duffin Creek Water Pollution Control Plant 
(WPCP) Advisory Committee is looking for a representative from DEAC. 

Moved by M. Thompson, Seconded by R. Dickinson, 
That Susan Clearwater be appointed as the Durham Environmental 
Advisory Committee representative to the Duffin Creek Water 
Pollution Control Plant (WPCP) Advisory Committee. 

CARRIED 

B) Update from Climate Change Resiliency Homeowner’s Guide Subcommittee 

J. Cuthbertson advised that the Climate Change Resiliency Homeowner’s 
Guide Subcommittee met prior to the meeting. He advised that the members 
divided up a few different topics for a more in-depth look and welcome any 
comments from the other members of the Committee. 

C) Update from Environmental Awards Subcommittee  

A. Luqman advised that the Environmental Awards Subcommittee met and 
established names for the two additional award categories after reviewing the 
background information. She noted there have been discussions about 
collaborating with the Durham Region Roundtable on Climate Change 
Committee which would potentially move the awards to the Fall of 2020. She 
stated that more details would be available once a workplan is finalized. 

D) 2020 DEAC Workplan and Terms of Reference Update  

Copies of the draft 2020 DEAC Workplan and draft Terms of Reference were 
provided as Attachments #3 and #4 to the Agenda. 

The Committee agreed to the Workplan as presented and added that the 
Meeting Schedule dates will need to be updated to reflect the 2020 DEAC 
meetings. 

Moved by G. Layton, Seconded by S. Clearwater, 
That the Durham Environmental Advisory Committee (DEAC) 
recommends to the Planning & Economic Development Committee 
for approval and subsequent recommendation to Regional Council: 
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That the Draft 2020 Workplan of the Durham Environmental Advisory 
Committee, as amended, be approved. 

CARRIED 

With regards to the draft Terms of Reference, the committee agreed to the 
proposed amendments to the Terms of Reference and proposed a further 
amendment as follows: 

• Under Section 5. Membership Interest, 5.1, 8th line, that the following 
be struck out: 

o “will nominate a sufficient number of members at large who are 
bona fide farmers” 

Moved by J. Cuthbertson, Seconded by M. Thompson, 
That the Durham Environmental Advisory Committee (DEAC) 
recommends to the Planning & Economic Development Committee 
for approval and subsequent recommendation to Regional Council: 

That the DEAC Terms of Reference, as amended, be approved. 
CARRIED 

8. For Information 

A) Commissioner’s Report #2019-A-34 – Climate Change Update  

A copy of Report #2019-A-34 of the Chief Administrative Officer was 
received as Attachment #5 to the agenda. 

Discussion ensued regarding the community-wide greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emission reduction targets referenced under Section 2.3 of Report #2019-A-
34: Climate Change Update; whether the percentage gaps are too large; and 
the need for a better description of solid waste landfill referenced under 
Section 5.10 of the Notes Section of Table 3. 

B) Durham Waste Management Annual 2018 Report  

A copy of the Durham Waste Management Annual 2018 Report was received 
as Attachment #6 to the agenda. 

C) Durham/York Energy from Waste Project Ambient Air Monitoring 2019, Third 
Quarterly Report  

A copy of the Durham/York Energy from Waste Project Ambient Air 
Monitoring 2019, Third Quarterly Report, was received as Attachment #7 to 
the agenda. 
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D) Commissioner’s Report #2019-INFO-90 – Monitoring of Growth Trends 
Report  

A copy of Report #2019-INFO-90 of the Commissioner of Planning and 
Economic Development was received as Attachment #8 to the agenda. 

E) Commissioner’s Report #2019-INFO-91 – Carruther’s Creek Watershed Plan 
Update  

A copy of Report #2019-INFO-91 of the Commissioner of Planning and 
Economic Development was received as Attachment #9 to the agenda. 

F) Durham/York Energy from Waste Project 2019 Odour Management and 
Mitigation Monitoring Report  

A copy of the Durham/York Energy from Waste Project 2019 Odour 
Management and Mitigation Monitoring Report was received as Attachment 
#10 to the agenda. 

Moved by S. Clearwater, Seconded by G. Layton, 
That Information Items 7A) to 7F) inclusive, be received for 
information. 

CARRIED 

9. Other Business 

A) Newspaper article, re: Aquamation  

S. Clearwater raised a concern regarding the process of Aquamation which 
is a process used for the disposal of human and pet remains using lye and 
heat. She referenced a newspaper article titled: Ontario agency trying to shut 
down Newcastle funeral operator’s use of new body disposal method that 
appeared in the Toronto Star on December 16, 2019. She stated her concern 
that the effluent would go into the waste water, and then onto farmers fields. 
Discussion ensued regarding whether the low-heat method would destroy 
prions (transmissible pathogens) that could cause neurodegenerative 
disorders. 

[Subsequent to the meeting A. Luqman emailed the newspaper article link to 
the Committee.] 

10. Next Meeting 
The next regular meeting of the Durham Environmental Advisory Committee 
will be held on Thursday, February 20, 2020 starting at 7:00 PM in 
Boardroom 1-B, Level 1, 605 Rossland Road East, Whitby. 

11. Adjournment 
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Moved by B. Foxton, Seconded by M. Thompson, 
That the meeting be adjourned. 

CARRIED 

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM 

G. Carpentier, Chair, Durham 
Environmental Advisory Committee 

S. Penak, Committee Clerk 
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