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Meet Durham Region

A world-class location for manufacturing
Located on the eastern edge of the Greater Toronto Area (GTA), Durham  
Region’s reasonable cost of doing business, skilled workforce, and high 
quality of life have combined to make it one of the fastest-growing  
regions in North America.

These attributes—in conjunction with a 
manufacturing-friendly business environment—
have led to a prospering manufacturing sector 
that makes Durham Region an ideal location for 
the expansion or relocation of manufacturing 
businesses. 
 

The rise of smart manufacturing technology, 
known as “Industry 4.0,” has created opportunities 
to advance traditional manufacturing activity. 
Numerous corporations in Durham have 
successfully implemented these cutting-edge 
manufacturing technologies and are investing  
in future improvements. 

2031
Projected to be

one million
residents

2017
682,250
residents

Population
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A manufacturing centre for Canada

Approximately 17,450 employees work for manufacturing companies in 
Durham Region. Leading companies that have attracted and nurtured advanced 
manufacturing talent in the region include:

• Active Automation custom automation solutions 
for multiple industries, including medical, 
automotive, health care, electronics, and  
food service

• Cimetrix provider of factory automation software 
for the semiconductor, electronics assembly, 
photovoltaic, LED, and related electronics 
industries

• Cleeve Technology electronic parts supplier in  
the aerospace and defense industries

• EHC Global provider of escalator solutions, 
including custom designs

• Gerdau leading manufacturer of long steel and 
special steel

• Hans Steel Canada provides products for the 
structural steel industry 

• Johnson Controls provider of products, services, 
and solutions to increase energy efficiency and 
lower operating costs in buildings

• Keyscan manufacturer of access control 
hardware and software

• Lakeridge Prestige manufacturing of precision 
parts for the power generation industry

• Load Lifter designs and manufactures rough 
terrain forklifts

• Machine & Tool Products manufacturer of 
custom steel mill and processing equipment

• Noranco manufacturer and solutions provider 
to the international commercial and military 
aerospace sectors

• Omachron Technologies provider of products and 
processes to improve living conditions and create 
sustainability

• Safran Landing Systems manufacturer of fully 
integrated landing gear systems and ancillary 
systems

• Siemens manufacturing facility for multinational 
engineering and electronics

• Trench manufacturer of oil insulated  
instrument transformers for voltage and  
current measurement

http://load-liftermfg.com/
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By industry, Durham’s strong base of  
manufacturing is concentrated in:

Motor vehicles Motor vehicle 
parts

Aerospace Pharmaceuticals
and medicine

 Food production

Paint, coating, and 
adhesives

Rubber products Glass and glass 
products

Cement and 
concrete 
products

Forging and 
stamping

From automotive to mobility
Durham Region has long been a centre of traditional 
manufacturing in Canada, with particular strengths 
in the automotive (i.e. General Motors), aerospace 
(i.e. Safran Landing Systems) and automation  
(i.e. Siemens) sectors.

As manufacturing processes have advanced, 
Durham’s manufacturers have moved to adopt 
increasingly sophisticated methods, technologies 
and structures for developing and delivering their 
manufactured products to market. 

The rise of Industry 4.0 has created opportunities 
related to both the strengthening and deepening 
of traditional manufacturing activity as well as 
the region’s competitive strengths, especially the 
high skill level of the local labour force. To this end 
Durham Region continues to demonstrate a strong 
base of advanced manufacturing.

This transformation has resulted in the 
automotive sector now being referred to as the 
“mobility” sector.
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Manufacturing Supply Chain

Manufacturers rely heavily on their suppliers in delivering value, profits, and innovation. Each 
manufacturing sub-sector faces its own challenges and opportunities, and Durham Region is a 
vital cog in Ontario and Canada’s manufacturing supply chain. 

 

Automotive
The future of intelligent transportation is being built 
in Ontario today. Between Detroit and Ottawa lies 
a 500-mile corridor with expertise in connected 
and autonomous vehicle technology, artificial 
intelligence, connectivity, cybersecurity, and 
quantum computing.

Today, more than 170 companies in Ontario  
are teaching cars to think.

The top automakers, 700+ automotive parts 
manufacturers and 500+ tool, die and mould 
makers operate here because the infrastructure, 
skilled trades and more are here. 

Aerospace
Over half of the top 25 firms are located in Ontario.

Over 200 companies supplying components to all 
major aerospace programs globally.

21,000 skilled workers; 17,000 indirect employees.

$6 billion in annual sales with nearly 80 per cent in 
exports to customers and project partners around the 
world.

Industrial automation and robotics
350+ automation and robotics-related companies, 
from design engineering firms and components 
suppliers to OEMs and systems integrators.

Multiple industries including industrial, surgical and 
mobile robotics, as well as control products, drones, 
and space exploration.

Food and beverage manufacturing
Ontario food manufacturers exported close to  
$12 billion in agri-foods to the global marketplace 
in 2013.

51,950 conventional and organic farms 
growing over 200 Ontario-produced agricultural 
commodities with access to superior, end-to-end 
supply chain solutions.

Nearly 3,000 registered food and beverage 
businesses—multinationals, homegrown giants  
and successful niche-driven businesses.

Over 96,700 people in Ontario work in food 
manufacturing.

Cleantech
Ontario is home to 3,000 Canadian cleantech and 
environmental technology companies, employing 
65,000 people.

Ontario’s environmental and cleantech industry 
generates an estimated $8 billion in annual 
revenues.

International buyers of cleantech products source 
$1 billion in cost-effective solutions from Ontario 
annually.

35 per cent of Canada’s innovative clean technology 
companies are located in Ontario.

https://www.investinontario.com/automotive#top5
https://www.investinontario.com/aerospace#firms-here
https://www.investinontario.com/industrial-automation-and-robotics
https://www.investinontario.com/food#food-intro
https://www.investinontario.com/cleantech#intro
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Autonomous Vehicle Innovation Network

Ontario is a North American leader in emerging 
automotive technologies. Ontario Centres of 
Excellence (OCE), which helps commercialize 
innovations originating in the province’s academic 
institutions and research hospitals, has created six 
Regional Technology Development Sites (RTDS) 
across the province as part of the Autonomous 
Vehicle Innovation Network (AVIN) project. 

AVIN’s goal is to further the innovation by 
accelerating the development of connected and 
autonomous vehicles. These six sites will support 
small- and medium-sized businesses in the 
development, prototyping, testing, and validation of 
connected and autonomous vehicles. AVIN will help 
enterprises access specialized equipment, business 
advice, and technical expertise. 

Through the partnerships of Ontario Tech University, 
Durham College and the Spark Centre, Durham 
Region was selected as a RTDS and will focus on 
controlled-environment driverless vehicle testing. 
Ontario Tech University’s three-storey Climatic Wind 
Tunnel will play a key role in this testing.

Ontario Tech University’s Automotive Centre 
of Excellence (ACE) is a global leader in the 
integration and validation of autonomous and 

connected vehicles, and it positions Durham Region 
at the forefront of the move toward these advanced 
vehicles. ACE offers a full range of test chambers, 
including the Climatic Wind Tunnel, which is one 
of the largest and most-sophisticated automotive 
testing chambers in the world.

In this unique-in-the-world Climatic Wind Tunnel,  
vehicles of any size can be tethered onto a platform 
with the tires rotating at any driving speed. The  
tunnel can replicate conditions ranging from the  
solar load of extreme desert heat to torrential  
downpours, freezing rain, and blizzards. The tunnel 
can produce: 

•  Wind speeds in excess of 186 miles/hr (300 km/hr)

•  Temperatures ranging from -40 to 140 degrees 
Fahrenheit (-40 to +60 degrees Celsius)

•  Relative humidity ranging from 5 per cent to  
95 per cent

Drone testing is also available at ACE. Several major 
Ontario Tech University drone events have helped 
make drone capabilities known within the industry. 
Ontario Tech University professors have developed 
partnerships for drone applications in the nuclear 
industry and for oilfield pipe inspection.

https://www.avinhub.ca
https://www.avinhub.ca
http://www.sparkcentre.org/
http://ace.uoit.ca
http://ace.uoit.ca
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Taking flight with aerospace
Aerospace has been a strong growth sector for 
Durham, with a 22 per cent increase in aerospace 
manufacturing employment from 2010 to 2015. 
Overall, Ontario accounts for 24 per cent of  
aerospace manufacturing in Canada, with an  
identical share of maintenance, repair, and  
overhaul (MRO) employment. 

The sector is anchored by Safran Landing Systems.  
Its Ajax, Ontario facility is one of the company’s two full-
capability sites (out of 23 locations around the world) 
offering research and development (R&D), design, test, 
production, repair and overhaul of landing gear.

Other leading aerospace suppliers in Durham  
include Noranco, Cleeve Technology and  
AeroTek Manufacturing

Safran Landing Systems 
Bryan Teed, President / VP, Finance

“ As one of the fastest growing regions, Durham 
offers an advanced transportation network 
(Highway 401, 407), and talented workforce due 
to the expanding Ontario Tech University and 
Durham College. 

 Historically, Durham was chosen in 1949 by the 
British headquarter of Dowty Group due to the 
availability of the production space left after 
Defence Industries Limited (DIL). Also, a lot of 
skilled professionals from the DIL days still  
lived nearby. 

 As one of the largest manufacturers in the 
region for almost 70 years, the majority of our 
employees are from the Durham Region. This 
does not only result in the economic growth of 
the region but, more importantly, it contributes 
to the well-being of our employees. Shorter 
commute positively impacts our employees’ 
work-life balance. In addition, the fast growing 
infrastructure in close proximity to our plant, 
such as child-care facilities, medical care, 
schools, government offices, services etc. 
provide a more convenient experience for our 
employees close to their work and/or home.

 Durham offers lower cost of housing in 
comparison with Toronto or the west end. Its 
emerging infrastructure including shopping, 
transit availability, schools and post-secondary 
institutions, is the solid base for a thriving 
community. Durham consists of unique small 
communities that are growing and diversifying. 
This creates a wholesome socio-cultural 
environment that benefits the economy of the 
region and the quality of life of its residents.”

http://www.pccaero.com/companies/noranco/
https://www.cleevetechnology.ca/
http://aerotekmfg.com/
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The Advanced Manufacturing  
Supercluster

Companies investing in advanced manufacturing (i.e. ”Industry 4.0.”) 
will find much valuable government assistance in Durham Region. 

 

Durham Region, the Province of Ontario, and 
the Canadian government—in conjunction with 
local academic institutions and businesses—
are aggressively promoting the development of 
innovative technologies for manufacturing. The 
Advanced Manufacturing Supercluster is a prime 
example of this effort.

In 2017, the Canadian government called for 
Canadian companies to work together with  
post-secondary and research institutions to develop 
“superclusters of innovation” mimicking Silicon Valley.  
The federal government’s ambitious Innovation and 
Skills Plan to accomplish this goal is centred on a 
multi-year, $950-million Innovation Superclusters 
Initiative. This initiative is projected to increase  
the nation’s GDP by more than $50 billion over  
10 years.

The newly incorporated Next Generation 
Manufacturing Canada (NGM Canada), a coalition 
of more than 140 partners, across southwestern 
Ontario received federal funding to focus on helping 
manufacturers build up Industry 4.0 technologies 
such as cutting-edge robotics, 3D printing, and the 
Internet of Things.  

“The Advanced Manufacturing Supercluster 
presents a tremendous opportunity to bring 
the twin strengths of Canada’s manufacturing 
and technology sectors together to create 
sustained growth,” said NGM Canada’s chair, 
Linda Hasenfratz. “NGM Canada will support 
collaborative, industry-led projects, as well as 
support the creation of new tools, testbeds, and 
infrastructure to help create the next generation  
of manufacturing firms.”

The Advanced Manufacturing Supercluster, 
supported by industry investments, will provide 
manufacturers adopting new technologies with  
the resources they need, including:

• Technical assessments

• Pilot and testing facilities

• Sales and marketing strategies

• Talent acquisition

• Skills development

• Go-to-market strategies

Canada, Ontario, Durham Region, and the 
local business community all want innovative 
manufacturers to succeed, and they are working  
to make that happen.



http://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/062.nsf/eng/home" \t "_blank
http://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/062.nsf/eng/home" \t "_blank
https://www.canada.ca/en/innovation-science-economic-development/programs/small-business-financing-growth/innovation-superclusters.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/innovation-science-economic-development/programs/small-business-financing-growth/innovation-superclusters.html
http://www.ngmcanada.com/
http://www.ngmcanada.com/
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A skilled labour force prepared  
for the future

Durham Region’s greatest asset is its labour force, 
which has the skills and education to compete 
globally in the move toward Industry 4.0.  

Wide-ranging experience in automated assembly, 
processing, and machining is supported and 
enhanced through extensive R&D and post-
secondary programs. 

Approximately 83 per cent of Durham’s workforce 
has an advanced degree, diploma or certificate.  

Employers can take advantage of the significant 
number of these skilled workers, who are currently 
commuting to other areas of the Greater Toronto 
Area, but would prefer to work in their home 
community. Durham’s competitive wages, publicly 
funded health care, strong workers’ compensation 
insurance system, and quality of life make it easy to 
attract even more talent to the region.

Jobs in 
Description Durham  

Region 

Transportation equipment  
manufacturing

8,445

Plastics and rubber products 
manufacturing

1,365

Fabricating metal product  
manufacturing

1,265

Chemical manufacturing 1,060

Source: Durham Workforce Authority, 2017
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Engineering labour force

Industry
Number of 
employees 
in Durham 

Region 

Civil, mechanical, electrical and chemical engineers 2,670

Technical occupations in electronics and electrical engineering 1,785

Mechanical engineers 1,045

Electrical and electronics engineers 915

Other engineers 915

Electronic service technicians (household and business equipment) 830

Electrical and electronics engineering technologists and technicians 785

Civil engineers 560

Computer engineers (except software engineers and designers) 400

Industrial and manufacturing engineers 325

Chemical engineers 150

Industrial instrument technicians and mechanics 110

Engineering inspectors and regulatory officers 100

Other professional engineers 65

Metallurgical and materials engineers 55

Aircraft instrument, electrical and avionics mechanics, technicians and inspectors 55

Aerospace engineers 40

Geological engineers 20

Source: Durham Workforce Authority, 2017

“One of the things I really like most is that I’m close to home. I know a lot of our employees save a 
lot of commuting time working in Durham Region.”
— David Thomas, Load Lifter
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Ready for Business

With approximately 682,250 
residents in 2017, forecasted to 
one million by 2031, Durham Region 
has one of the fastest growing 
populations in Canada. 
Durham Region is composed of the cities of 
Oshawa and Pickering; towns of Ajax and Whitby; 
Municipality of Clarington; and townships of Brock, 
Scugog, and Uxbridge and is poised for continued
economic growth. Manufacturing enterprises 
benefit from the expanding, technologically adept 
workforce. New business can easily develop 
mutually profitable relationships with existing 
businesses.

 

Through its proximity to the GTA–with a population 
of more than five million–Durham also offers prime 
access to Canada’s largest market and its key 
service providers, as well as to 135 million American 
and Canadian customers within a  
day’s drive.

Durham’s transportation infrastructure is made  
up of an integrated network of:

• Provincial and regional highways

• Cargo-loading and deep-sea shipping ports 
connected to the Atlantic Ocean via the St. 
Lawrence Seaway

• Transcontinental and commuter railway lines

• Local and international airports

In addition to manufacturing, Durham’s diverse 
economy includes strengths in:

• Agri-business

• Energy, environment, and engineering (EN3)

• Life sciences

• Innovative technology

• Professional and technical services

• Tourism

This sector diversification, educated workforce, 
affordable real estate and extensive transportation 
system have created an economy that’s thriving and 
is ready for continued growth. 

The Best of Both Worlds
With eight municipalities ranging from large 
urban centres to small towns, hamlets, and 
villages, Durham offers a rare, sought-after  
mix of cosmopolitan and rural living. 

Access to ample green space, three lakes 
(Ontario, Scugog and Simcoe) and extensive 
urban amenities, Durham Region offers a  
high-quality standard of living for both city  
and rural dwellers.
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The Ideal Location
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Education focused on manufacturing

Ontario’s publicly funded universities and colleges are among the best  
and most highly ranked in the world. Of the more than 400,000 students 
enrolled in 18 post-secondary institutions in the area, five are in Durham 
Region and all are within 84 miles (135 kilometres) of the region.

These institutions offer an array of programs  
focused on developing advanced manufacturing 
aptitude and manufacturing-related business skills. 

For example, the Ontario Tech University, in 
Oshawa, offers the following programs:

• Automotive Engineering (B.Eng.)

• Automotive Engineering (M.Eng.)

• Electrical and Computer Engineering (M.Eng.)

• Electrical and Computer Engineering (Ph.D.)

• Electrical Engineering (B.Eng.)

• Engineering Management (Graduate Diploma)

• Engineering Management (M.Eng.)

• Manufacturing Engineering (B.Eng.)

• Mechanical Engineering (B.Eng.)

• Mechanical Engineering (M.Eng.)

• Mechanical Engineering (Ph.D.)

• Mechatronics Engineering (B.Eng.)

• Software Engineering (B.Eng.)

• Electrical and Computer Engineering (Ph.D.)

Durham College’s Integrated Manufacturing 
Centre, also located in Oshawa, offers these  
manufacturing-related programs:

• Electromechanical Engineering Technology

• Mechanical Engineering Technician

• Mechanical Engineering Technician –
Non Destructive Evaluation

https://uoit.ca/programs/engineering-and-applied-science/automotive-engineering-automotive-engineering-and-management.php
https://uoit.ca/programs/engineering-and-applied-science/automotive-engineering-masters-program.php
https://uoit.ca/programs/engineering-and-applied-science/electrical-and-computer-engineering-masters-program.php
https://uoit.ca/programs/engineering-and-applied-science/electrical-and-computer-engineering-doctoral-program.php
https://uoit.ca/programs/engineering-and-applied-science/electrical-engineering-electrical-engineering-and-management.php
https://uoit.ca/programs/engineering-and-applied-science/engineering-management-graduate-diploma.php
https://uoit.ca/programs/engineering-and-applied-science/engineering-management-masters-program.php
https://uoit.ca/programs/engineering-and-applied-science/manufacturing-engineering-manufacturing-engineering-and-management.php
https://uoit.ca/programs/engineering-and-applied-science/mechanical-engineering-mechanical-engineering-and-management.php
https://uoit.ca/programs/engineering-and-applied-science/mechanical-engineering-masters-program.php
https://uoit.ca/programs/engineering-and-applied-science/mechanical-engineering-doctoral-program.php
https://uoit.ca/programs/engineering-and-applied-science/mechatronics-engineering.php
https://uoit.ca/programs/engineering-and-applied-science/software-engineering-software-engineering-and-management.php
https://uoit.ca/programs/engineering-and-applied-science/electrical-and-computer-engineering-doctoral-program.php
https://durhamcollege.ca/
https://durhamcollege.ca/programs/electro-mechanical-engineering-technology
https://durhamcollege.ca/programs/mechanical-engineering-technician-non-destructive-evaluation
https://durhamcollege.ca/programs/mechanical-engineering-technician-non-destructive-evaluation
https://durhamcollege.ca/programs/mechanical-engineering-technician-non-destructive-evaluation
ttps://durhamcollege.ca/programs/automotive-technician-service-and-management-motive-power-technician
ttps://durhamcollege.ca/programs/automotive-technician-service-and-management-motive-power-technician
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Many Resources Available

Manufacturing businesses expanding or locating in Durham can  
collaborate with local organizations committed to helping businesses 
achieve growth and strategic development.

Spark Centre provides advisory services to early 
stage or growing innovation and technology 
companies. Executive coaching, functional  
advisory, co-location, incubation and day-to-day 
operational support are just a few of the  
services available.

Business Advisory Centre Durham (BACD)  
provides business advisory services and  
guidance to individuals, entrepreneurs, start-ups 
and existing businesses in Durham Region.

Ontario Centres of Excellence (OCE) drives the 
development of Ontario’s economy by helping 
create new jobs, products, services, technologies 
and businesses. In partnership with industry, 
OCE co-invests to commercialize innovation.

National Research Council of Canada Industrial 
Research Assistance Program (NRC IRAP)  
offers technical and business advisory services, 
as well as funding programs, to help Canadian  
businesses build their innovation capacity, 
overcome barriers to growth, identify 
opportunities and turn great ideas into 
commercial success  
at home and abroad. 

https://bacd.ca/
http://www.oce-ontario.org
http://www.sparkcentre.org/
https://nrc.canada.ca/en
https://nrc.canada.ca/en
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Many Resources Available

Manufacturing businesses expanding or locating in Durham Region can  
collaborate with the colleges and universities in the region, as well as  
local organizations committed to helping manufacturing businesses  
achieve growth and strategic development. 

Durham College’s Integrated Manufacturing Centre  
(IMC) is a world-class, industrial-grade automated  
facility. The facility houses major equipment  
components, including human-machine interface 
terminals, industrial networks and robots, material 
handling systems, programmable logic controller 
hardware, vision cameras, and supervisory-control 
and data-acquisition software.

Excellence in Manufacturing Consortium (EMC) 
is dedicated to helping manufacturers grow and 
become more competitive, at home and around the 
world. EMC has grown to become Canada’s largest 
manufacturing consortium and is one of the most 
active manufacturing organizations in North America.

EMC is responsible for contributing significant 
knowledge, expertise and resources towards the  
success of over 13,000 consortium and online  
member manufacturers, representing every  
province across Canada. 

Offering a broad range of hands-on programs and 
services, EMC is helping manufacturers to lower 
costs, access greater opportunities to compete  
for business and improve efficiencies in dealing  
with the day-to-day complexities of running a  
manufacturing operation.

The Automotive Parts Manufacturers’ Association 
(APMA) is Canada’s national association representing 
OEM producers of parts, equipment, tools, 
supplies, advanced technology, and services for 
the worldwide automotive industry. Its members 
account for 90% of independent parts production in 
Canada. In 2017, automotive parts shipments were 
over $35 billion and the industry employment level 
was over 96,000 people.

The Association provides important representation 
to both federal and provincial governments, 
supports regional government initiatives and 
creates and executes global marketing initiatives in 
order to develop trade and business opportunities. 
In addition to advocacy, the APMA also provides its 
members business development solutions as well 
as guidance and assistance on modernizing their 
operations to suit the needs of Industry 4.0.

Other support networks and  
services include:
• Department of Foreign Affairs, Trade and  

Development

• Export Development Canada

• FedDev Ontario

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cv6mNfOhhFw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cv6mNfOhhFw
https://www.emccanada.org/
https://apma.ca/
https://apma.ca/
https://www.international.gc.ca/gac-amc/index.aspx?lang=eng
http://www.oic-ci.gc.ca/eng/observations-sur-la-sante-du-systeme-d-acces-2013-2014_observations-on-the-health-of-the-access-system-2013-2014_13.aspx
https://www.edc.ca/en/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.feddevontario.gc.ca/eic/site/723.nsf/%20eng/home


Let’s Connect
Durham Region’s Economic Development and Tourism Division loves 
nothing more than showing off our dynamic community.
Find out how Durham Region can work with you to achieve your business goals and aspirations  
by contacting us today. For questions and other inquiries, please contact Simon Gill,  
Director, Economic Development and Tourism at 905-668-7711, ext. 2611, by mobile at  
905-903-5225,  or simon.gill@durham.ca.

THINK BIG 
THINK DURHAM

investdurham.ca

mailto:nancy.rutherford%40durham.ca?subject=Information%20about%20Agri-Business%20in%20Durham%20Region
http://investdurham.ca
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