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In 2017, Durham's residential 
sector experienced an increase 
in the value of building permits 
(+8.7%) as well as an increase in 
the number of permits for new 
residential units (+16.2%). 

Non-residential building per-
mits also increased significantly  
(+61.1%) compared to 2016.

The Planning and Economic 
Development Department 
conducts on-going monitoring 
activities to assess the effective-
ness of the Durham Regional 
Official Plan and other Regional 
policies. 

Building activity is also an  
indicator of regional housing 
and employment activity, the 
level of local investment and 
economic performance.
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2017 Highlights

$1,960,653,142 +20.3%
Total value of building permits issued 

$1,378,080,771 +8.7%
Total value of residential permits 

$582,572,371 +61.1%Total 

value of non-residential permits

4,468 +16.2%
Permits issued for new residential units

Total value of permits issued in 2017 by municipality
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$1.4 billion of residential  
investment in Durham last year.

34.4%

36.4%

row house apartment

semi-
detached

single-
detached

3.6%

25.6%

Residential

Ajax
0

300

600

900

1200

1500

1800

Brock Clarington

2016

Oshawa Pickering

2017

Scugog Uxbridge Whitby

Number of permits for new residential units

Urban Rural

16%

84%

New
Residential

Units
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In the GTHA, residential permits  valued at 
$12.2 billion were issued.

How does Durham compare to the GTHA?

GTHA

Durham

9%

10%

18%

30%

27%

6%

34%

19%

6%

13%

17%

11%

Halton

Peel

Toronto

York

Hamilton

$5,000,000

$4,000,000

$3,000,000

$1,000,000

$2,000,000

$0
Durham Halton Peel Toronto York Hamilton

2016 2017

2016

Residential permit value in the GTHA

2017

New residential units
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New non-residential floor space ('000 sq. ft.)

Non-residential value by sector

Non-Residential
$583 million of non-residential  
investment in Durham last year.

Agricultural

Commercial

Governmental

Agricultural Commercial Governmental Industrial Institutional

Industrial

Institutional

2.9% 2.1%

40.3% 27.9%

7.7% 31.4%11.9%

14.5%

37.2% 24.1%

800.0

600.0

400.0

200.0

0.0

2016

2017

2016 2017
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New non-residential floorspace

Non-residential building permit value ($ millions)

GTHA

2016

2017

2016 2017

$9 billion of investment in the GTHA
How does Durham compare to the GTHA?

Durham

Halton

Peel

Toronto

York

Hamilton

5.4% 6.5%

12.4% 9.0%

16.2%
13.2%

47.1% 49.0%

14.2% 16.1%

4.7% 6.2%

Durham Halton Peel Toronto York Hamilton
$0

$1,000

$2,000

$3,000

$4,000

$5,000
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Average: $1,337 million
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Average: $445 million

Trends
Total building permit value in Durham, 1998 to 2017

Non-residential building permit value in Durham, 1998 to 2017
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Average: $892 million

Residential building permit value in Durham, 1998 to 2017

New residential units approved for construction, 1998 to 2017
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Housing Market
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2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Average resale price in Durham (all home types)

Average rents in Durham by type

In 2017, the average price of a resale 

home was $628,005
and the average rent per 

month was $1,082

$500

$800

$1,100

$1,400
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