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In 2019, Durham's residential 
sector experienced a decrease 
in the value of building permits 
(-29.5%) as well as a decrease 
in the number of permits for 
new residential units (-33.8%) 
compared to 2018.  Other 
Regions within the Greater 
Toronto and Hamilton Area 
(GTHA) have also experienced a 
similar trend in 2019.

The value of non-residential 
building permits increased in 
Durham (+54.9%) compared to 
2018.

Durham has experienced positive 
growth in the first half of 2020. 
Regional staff will be monitoring 
the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic on building activity 
over the course of the year. 

The Planning and Economic 
Development Department 
conducts ongoing monitoring 
activities to assess the 
effectiveness of the Durham 
Regional Official Plan and other 
Regional policies. 

Building activity is also an  
indicator of regional housing and 
employment activity, the level of 
local investment and economic 
performance.
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2019 HIGHLIGHTS
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RESIDENTIAL
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GTHA



5 | 2019 Annual Building Activity Review | Planning and Economic Development Department

NON-RESIDENTIAL
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GTHA
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TRENDS
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FORECAST

Note: The building permit forecasts are based on achieving Durham’s overall population forecast of 960,000 to 
2031 as identified in the current Regional Official Plan, which is based on the 2006 Growth Plan. The population 
forecasts will be updated to 2051 upon the completion of the municipal comprehensive review, which is currently 
underway.
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HOUSING MARKET



The Regional Municipality of Durham
Planning & Economic Development Department
605 Rossland Road East., Whitby, ON L1N 6A3

905-668-7711 or 1-800-372-1102
www.durham.ca

If this information is required in an accessible format, 
please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 2546.




