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The Regional Municipality of Durham 
Report 

To: Community Growth and Economic Development Committee 
From: Commissioner of Community Growth and Economic Development 
Report: #2025-CG-8 
Date: June 3, 2025 

Subject: 

Durham Region’s Active Transportation Progress Report 2023-2024 

Recommendation: 

That the Community Growth and Economic Development Committee recommends: 

That this report be received for information. 

Report: 

1. Purpose

1.1 The purpose of this report is to outline the annual progress made in implementing 
the Region’s active transportation infrastructure initiatives and recommendations 
identified in the Regional Cycling Plan (RCP) in 2023 and 2024. Attachment #1 - 
Active Transportation Progress Report 2023-2024, provides a comprehensive 
overview of the various activities and accomplishments in an easy-to-read, 
infographic format. 

2. Background

2.1 The RCP identifies a Primary Cycling Network (PCN) and recommended that 162 
km of cycling facilities be installed along the PCN by 2031 that fall within Regional 
jurisdiction. The RCP was updated in 2021, and focusses on actions and initiatives 
to support the expansion and enhancement of a Region-wide cycling network that is 
connected, accessible and comfortable for people of All Ages and Abilities (AAA). 
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The RCP also considers the unique trip types and preferences of those that live, 
work, and play within Durham. 

2.2 In January 2024, staff developed an Active Transportation Progress Report to 
summarize annual advancements being made on Regional active transportation 
projects and programs, since the adoption of the updated RCP. 

2.3 In November 2024, the province introduced new legislation Bill 212 – Reducing 
Gridlock, Saving You Time Act, which requires municipalities to seek provincial 
approval before adding new bicycle lanes that remove a traffic lane. The Region’s 
practice typically aligns cycling facility implementation with road-widening, 
reconstruction and rehabilitation projects that do not require the removal of an 
existing traffic lane. As such, Regional staff do not anticipate that any approval by 
the province will be required to implement the PCN. 

3. New Cycling Facilities Added to the PCN in 2023-2024

3.1 Throughout 2023 and 2024, the Region has added several new cycling facilities on 
the PCN to support different cycling trip types and comfort levels. Implementing a 
range of cycling facilities helps improve connectivity and comfort for a range of ages 
and abilities and further supports the Region’s Vision Zero goals. 

3.2 A total of 28.4 kilometres (km) of cycling routes on the PCN were completed 
between January 2023 and December 2024. Figure 1 illustrates the length of these 
cycling routes by facility type (in km) added to the PCN on Regional roads in 2023 
and 2024. 

3.3 The length of completed PCN routes in both 2023 and 2024 exceed the target 
completion of 8.5 km per year identified in the RCP. 

https://pub-durhamregion.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=2970
https://www.durham.ca/en/living-here/vision-zero.aspx
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Figure 1 – Kilometres of PCN routes by facility type implemented on Regional 
roads in 2023 and 2024 

4. Summary of Progress on Implementing Supportive Cycling Infrastructure in
2024

4.1 A weekly total of 400,452 cyclist counts was recorded during a one-week interval in 
the summer of 2024, based on data collected at 295 count station locations across 
Regional roads in Durham. One station was removed from the count in 2024 due to 
its proximity to another, ensuring the data reflects accurate usage patterns. These 
counts are comparable to 2023 and reflect a strong and stable demand for cycling 
infrastructure. 

4.2 The Region has installed three signalized crossrides and 20 pedestrian crossovers 
(PXOs) across Regional roads and intersections to help make it safer and easier for 
people to walk and bike throughout the region.

5. Additional Active Transportation Achievements

5.1 In addition to expanding the cycling network, progress has been made on the 
following RCP actions.  These actions have either been initiated or completed as of 
year-end 2024: 

a. Policies and Plan Development:

• Bicycle Parking Guidelines: currently procuring consulting services to
develop guidelines for bicycle parking across Durham Region. This will
assist municipalities, developers, and stakeholders in providing high-
quality bicycle parking facilities and determining optimal locations.
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• Durham Meadoway Visioning Study: the vision for a 30-kilometre
pedestrian, cycling, and linear park corridor has been completed, setting
the framework for future development of this significant active
transportation corridor.

• Cycling Wayfinding and Signage Strategy: a region-wide, cohesive
signage system was completed to promote cycling, improve the use of
the Primary Cycling Network (PCN), and enhance cyclist safety and
experience.

b. Infrastructure Funding:

• Federal Active Transportation Fund Application:  the Region applied
for funding to support the implementation of over 13 km of additional
cycling routes to accelerate the expansion of the PCN. We anticipate
receiving an update on the status of our application by fall of 2025.

c. AT Recognition Initiatives:

• Bicycle Friendly Communities Designation Application: the Region
applied for the Share the Road Bicycle Friendly Community Bronze
designation to recognize progress in enhancing cycling infrastructure and
creating a bike-friendly community. We anticipate receiving an update on
the status of our application in June 2025.

d. Public Engagement and Education:

• Active Transportation Educational Campaigns: hosted a series of
initiatives coordinated through the Smart Mobility program and Active and
Sustainable School Travel (ASST) programs, focusing on promoting safe
cycling and encouraging the use of active transportation.

• Social Media Engagement:  Regional social media posts generated
690,358 impressions in 2024, raising awareness about cycling safety,
sustainable transportation, and active transportation benefits.

e. Digital Tools and Reporting:

• External Active Transportation Map Viewer:  an interactive map is
being developed to provide the public with detailed information on the
active transportation network, monitor progress, and ensure
transparency. We expect to have the viewer ready for December 2025.
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6. Next Steps

6.1 Regional staff will continue to advance the implementation of short-term cycling 
routes identified through the RCP and the Region’s nine-year capital budget and 
forecast in 2025. 

6.2 Regional staff will continue to coordinate with area municipal staff and other 
partners to improve the monitoring and tracking of active transportation assets and 
establish a set of indicators to improve evaluation and tracking of active 
transportation infrastructure, amenities, and programs. 

6.3 Regional staff will report back to Council on the progress made annually to advance 
active transportation and recommendations of the RCP. 

7. Previous Reports and Decisions

7.1 The RCP received approval in October 2021 through Report #2021-COW-26 and a 
staff presentation was provided which summarized the draft 2021 RCP.

7.2 On January 31, 2024, Council received Report #2024-P-5 for information of the 
progress made in advancing active transportation infrastructure and initiatives 
between 2022-2023.  

8. Relationship to Strategic Plan

8.1 This report aligns with the following Strategic Direction(s) and Pathway(s) in Durham 
Region’s 2025-2035 Strategic Plan: 

a. Connected and Vibrant Communities

• C4. Improve road safety, including the expansion and connection of
active transportation networks to enhance the range of safe mobility
options.

b. Strong Relationships

• S1. Enhance inclusive opportunities for community engagement and
meaningful collaboration.

• S5. Ensure accountable and transparent decision-making to serve
community needs, while responsibly managing available resources.

https://www.durham.ca/en/regional-government/resources/Documents/Council/Reports/2021-Committee-Reports/Committee-of-the-Whole/2021-COW-26.pdf
https://pub-durhamregion.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=2970
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8.2 This report addresses the following Foundation(s) in Durham Region’s 2025-2035 
Strategic Plan: 

a. Processes: Continuously improving processes to ensure we are responsive to
community needs.

9. Conclusion

9.1 This report helps demonstrate the progress that the Region of Durham is making to 
support active transportation, while further strengthening partnerships between the 
Region, area municipalities, local cycling and active transportation groups and the 
public.

9.2 Continuing to invest in active transportation is imperative in establishing the Region 
as a premier cycling destination, a leader in coordinating and delivering community-
based cycling initiatives and programs and achieving its sustainable mobility targets.

10. Attachments

Attachment #1: Active Transportation Progress Report 2023-2024

Respectfully submitted, 

Original signed by 

Colleen Goodchild, Director of 
Community Growth 

Recommended for Presentation to Committee 

Original signed by 

Nancy Taylor BBA, CPA, CA for
Elaine C. Baxter-Trahair 
Chief Administrative Officer 
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https://durhamtmp.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/durhamtmp_finalreport_2018-07-09-web-accessible.pdf
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https://www.durham.ca/en/living-here/transportation.aspx
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