
GROW 
Continuous Professional Learning in Durham 
Continuous Professional Learning in Durham 

Welcome to the spring 2022 edition of GROW! 
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Welcome to spring 2022 GROW! 

Welcome to the spring 2022 edition of the GROW  
newsletter. It’s hard to believe it has been more than two  
years since the pandemic began. Educators have  
demonstrated incredible resiliency and a sincere  
commitment to children and families, and have worked  
tirelessly to support them throughout the pandemic. We are 

cautiously optimistic that we are finally seeing the light at the  
end of the tunnel. With that being said, we are excited to  
announce the re-opening of the Resource Library to the  
public on April 19th! At this time, the hours will be byby   
aappointment only ppointment only between 9 a.m. and 7 p.m. on 

Wednesdays. Due to COVID-19 requirements, we are  
unable to accommodate drop-ins until further notice. We 

want to ensure that public health guidance and safety 
measures are being adhered to and will continue taking 
direction from our CAO about the reopening of the Regional 
building. We are also excited to be offering our first in-person 
make-and-take facilitation! This will be a limited capacity 
opportunity with health and safety considerations 
incorporated into the set-up. You can find more information 
about this event on page 18. 

We have a lot to offer this spring, beginning with home child care (HCC) initiatives. In 2021, the Home Child 
Care Sub-committee (HCCSC) was established under the Best Start Network to support and promote a 
cohesive HCC community through respectful professional collaboration and recognition. The sub-committee 
will focus on building capacity and supporting quality HCC programs. The Early Childhood Community 
Development Centre (ECCDC) will be offering a three-part series presentation, How Does Learning Happen 
in a home-based setting, and the Early Learning Team will be offering its first Community of Practice for the 

HCC Community, "What's Happening in your Home Child Care Community, a Time to Connect." More 

information about these events can be found on page five. 

Resources for Exceptional Children and Youth, Grandview Kids, and Durham Behaviour Management 
Services continue to offer great learning opportunities to the early learning community. Debbie Ellis, 

Indigenous Training Specialist, and Ameera Alhiraki, French Bilingual Training Specialist, have developed 
two new training opportunities. We have also added three exciting Supervisors’ Networking opportunities 
this spring. 

We are excited to invite the early learning community to participate in the Pedagogical Facilitators Training. 
This training was offered in the summer of 2019 with positive results. Supervisors are invited to recommend 
and nominate experienced leaders who would be interested in participating in this initiative. Participants will 
be invited to support the facilitation of the Communities of Practice sessions offered each season. You 
can find more information about this opportunity on page 10. 

To recognize all the hard work and dedication that educators continue to put into their programs, we are 
inviting you to share your joy by participating in the “What Sparks Your Joy?” contest. Educators are invited 
to get creative while shining the spotlight on how they ensure the four foundations of learning are rich in 
diversity, equity, and inclusion and how this is being reflected in their programs every day. You can find more 

details about this fun and exciting contest on page nine. 
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Communities of Practice 

To register for a session, please click on a box below: 

oO 
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Durham Region Early Learning Anti-Black 
Racism Initiative 

Studies show that children as young as infants may be aware of race, and  
preschool-age children may already have racial biases (American  
Psychological Association, 2020). Racism can cause low self-esteem and  
stress in children, which can lead to chronic diseases later in life and this  
stress can also have long lasting effects on children's physical and mental  
health, as well as their learning and behavior (Harvard University, n.d.). 

Early learning and childcare workers have a responsibility to be proactive on  
the journey to create and sustain program spaces where Black people, and  
especially Black children and families in our programs, feel safe, heard, and  
valued. Our classrooms are a place where children learn about who they  
are and they rely on educators to help them navigate that journey.  
Continued and active ally-ship is essential to creating equity in the early  
learning community, and to building positive self-esteem and racial identity  
in Black and racialized children. 

Although talking about race may be difficult or uncomfortable, it is 

necessary. Change comes not from sitting in silence, but from engaging in  
meaningful dialogue and practice. The Children’s Services Division is  
committed to addressing anti-Black racism through our practice and  
policies, as well as presentations, workshops, and Communities of Practice. 

American Psychological Association. (2020, August 27). Children notice race several years 

before adults want to talk about it. American Psychological Association. Retrieved February 

3, 2022, from https://www.apa.org/news/press/releases/2020/08/children-notice-race 

Harvard University. (n.d.). How racism can affect child development. Center on the 

Developing Child. Retrieved February 3, 2022 from https://46y5eh11fhgw3ve3ytpwxt9r-

wpengine.netdna- ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/RacismInfographic_2020.pdf 

Communities of Practice 
These sessions will be facilitated by Millie Forbes, 
Quality Assurance Advisor, and Ameera Alhiraki, 

Bilingual Training Specialist. Community of Practice 
sessions are built to create an environment in which 
educators are active participants rather than a recipient 
of information. We invite educators to engage in the 
sharing and presentation of information to provoke 
deeper understanding and we hope you join us as we 
continue to support building ally-ship and confronting 
biases that lead to anti-Black racism. 

To register for a session, please click on a box below: 

Continuing the Conversation: Anti-Racist,Continuing the Conversation: Anti-Racist,   
Play-based LearningPlay-based Leaming  

Wednesday, May 11, 2022 
7 to 8:30 p.m. 

Black Hair - the Billion Dollar IndustryBlack Hair - the Billion Dollar Industry  
Tuesday, June 14, 2022 

7 to 9 p.m. 

These sessions are structured to involve collaborative  
interaction, which will require:  

Camera Microphone 
c:::) 

OAO 
c:::) c:::) 

Participation 
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https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/continuing-the-conversation-anti-racist-play-based-learning-tickets-271035302887
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/cop-black-hair-the-billion-dollar-industry-tickets-269890558927
http://www.apa.org/news/press/releases/2020/08/children-notice-race
https://ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/RacismInfographic_2020.pdf
https://46y5eh11fhgw3ve3ytpwxt9r


Durham Region Early Learning 
2SLGBTQAI+ Initiative 

Community of Practice Session: 
2SLGBTQAI+ Representation in  

Programs 
To register for this CoP, please click on the date below: 

Date: Tuesday, April 19, 2022 
Time: 7 to 8 p.m. 

These sessions are structured to involve collaborative 
interaction, which will require: 

 

 

 

 

 

Camera Microphone Participation 

Offered by: 
Early Learning Training Specialists, Region of Durham 

Perceptions of 2SLGBTQAI+ people are learned at  
an early age. Creating welcoming early learning  
environments with visibility helps create a greater  
sense of belonging where everyone feels valued,  
accepted, and celebrated. Join us for this Community  
of Practice session to create visibility and awareness  
of 2SLGBTQAI+ identities, engage in collaborative  
discussions, and share what strategies are being  
implemented in your programs. 

June is pride month! 

Pride Toronto is happy to announce  
that planning for a physical pride  

month and festival weekend is in full  
swing for 2022! 

 

Visit Pride 2022 for more details.

Resources: 
To access these resources, click on the resource image: 

The Building Bridges handbook is a detailed 
resource guide developed in order to begin the 
discussion of what lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transsexual, transgender, and queer families 
need in early childhood environments. The 
handbook briefly outlines 2SLGBTQAI+ 
terminology and history. The majority of the 
handbook examines the experiences of children 
of 2SLGBTQAI+ families in early childhood 
education (ECE) environments and contains 
detailed suggestions for integrating 
2SLGBTQAI+ families into an ECE curriculum. 

Trans Lifeline provides trans support 
for the community and is run by and 
for trans people. They envision a 
world where trans people have the 
connection, economic security, and 
care everyone needs and deserves. 
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https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/cop-2slgbtqai-representation-in-programs-tickets-271005624117
https://www.pridetoronto.com/pride-2022/
https://www.rainbowhealthontario.ca/resource-library/building-bridges-queer-families-in-early-childhood-education/
https://translifeline.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Durham Region Early Learning Home Child 
Care Initiative 

We want to take a moment to thank and recognize the contributions 
the HCC community and individual providers have made to children 
and families in Durham Region throughout the pandemic. We value 
and appreciate your openness and support. Your efforts have 
enabled families to continue working, while ensuring their children 
are cared for in a safe and supportive environment. 

In 2021, the Home Child Care Sub-committee (HCCSC) was 
established under the Best Start Network to support and promote a 
cohesive HCC community through respectful professional 
collaboration and recognition. The sub-committee will focus on 
building capacity and supporting quality HCC programs. In July 2021, 
we had the opportunity to hear from you, the HCC community. That 
conversation identified two important focus areas: building 
awareness and recognition while enhancing resources and training 
for our Durham Region HCC community. 

The sub-committee intentionally consists of members from various 
HCC providers and agencies, child care agencies, EarlyON, Special 
Needs Resourcing agencies and the Children’s Services Division. 
The sub-committee is looking for additional licensed and unlicensed 
HCC providers to join the committee. If you are interested in joining, 
please email beststartnetwork@durham.ca. We look forward to 
connecting with and creating opportunities for the HCC providers 
accross Durham Region. 

Resources for Exceptional Children and Youth Durham are also 
offering a session on Preparing for School Transitions in Home 
Child Care. For details and registration information, please go 
to page 15. 

How Does Learning  
Happen in a Home-Based  
Setting? 
A Series for Home Child Care  

Professionals 

Are you an educator caring for children in a home child care setting?  

If so, this professional learning series is for you. The series is  

underpinned by How Does Learning Happen? Ontario’s Pedagogy for  

the Early Years and has been designed with Home Child Care  

professionals in mind.  

For more details on these workshops and to register,  
click on a box below: 

Part 1: Environments in a Home Child Care Setting 
Thursday, April 7, 2022 

7 to 9 p.m. 

Part 2: Invitations to Play in a Home Child Care Setting 
Thursday, May 5, 2022 

7 to 9 p.m. 

Part 3: Observing and Documenting Children's Learning 
Thursday, June 9, 2022 

7 to 9 p.m. 

Community of Practice (CoP) Session:  
What's Happening in your Home Child Care  

Community, a Time to Connect 

To register for this CoP, please click on the date below: 

Date: Wednesday, June 1, 2022 
Time: 7 to 8:30 p.m. 

These sessions are structured to involve collaborative 
interaction which will require: 

Camera Microphone Participation 

Offered by: The Home Child Care Sub-committee 

This is the first Community of Practice being offered to the 
home child community. This community of practice will offer 
a space for members of the home child care community to 
come together and connect with one another. Participants 
will have an opportunity for conversations, collaborations, 
and hands-on take aways to support quality engagement 
within a home care environment. In our communities of 
practice, we foster a sense of community collaboration, 
trust, respect, and productive focused conversation 
amongst participants. We strive to support an environment 
for group members to share the airspace so that all voices 
can be heard while responding respectfully to differing 
perspectives, opinions, and experiences. 5 

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/eccdc-series-part-1-environments-in-a-home-child-care-setting-tickets-267846103907
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/eccdc-series-part-2-invitations-to-play-in-a-home-child-care-setting-tickets-267839624527
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/eccdc-series-part-3-observing-and-documenting-childrens-learning-tickets-267804669977
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/cop-whats-happening-in-your-home-child-care-community-tickets-266818179357
mailto:beststartnetwork@durham.ca


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Strengthening our Bonds - Indigenous 
Early Years Learning 

As we move into spring, we acknowledge the significance of 
the spring Equinox, March 20, 2022, and honour Indigenous 
people's traditions of new beginnings and rebirth, where 
warmth returns, flowers bloom, and animals re-awaken to 
the warmth of more light. The cultural significance of equal 
amounts of light and darkness are observed, using this as a 
time to replant, enjoy traditional medicines and gardens, 
flowers, sugar making (tapping for maple syrup) and 
enjoying longer periods outside. 

We are very excited to offer a new training workshop, 
“Respecting Indigenous Symbols and Ceremonies,” as well as 
continue to offer our Indigenous Knowledge and Kit 
Introduction workshop over the spring months. 

The seven sharing kits are housed at our new location at the 
Lakewood’s Resource Library and are already on the move for 
lending. Once you have taken one of the Indigenous 
Knowledge and Kit Introduction sessions, please feel free to 
reach out to Debbie Ellis, the Indigenous Training Specialist, at 
Debbie.Ellis@durham.ca to reserve one of the kits. They are 
packed full of educator-friendly resources for you to explore. 

As we all get more comfortable with these resources, we begin to fulfill our commitment of the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission of Canada's Call to Action # 12 of “The federal, provincial, territorial, 
and aboriginal governments providing and developing culturally appropriate early childhood 
education programs for aboriginal families.” 

What can you do to deepen your Indigenous knowledge?  

• TRC Website 

• Assembly of First Nations - It's Our Time: First Nations Education Digital Toolkit 

• Aboriginal Healing Foundation – Residential School Resources Directory 

• Indigenous Canada - Free University Course | University of Alberta 

• An Overview of the Indian Residential School System booklet 

Please feel free to share any work you might already 
be doing in your programs and any requests 
to further your knowledge and watch for further 
trainings and teachings being offered. 

We are all on this journey together, as we honour the 
Indigenous relations cultural belief of “nothing about 
us without us”. 

6 

https://web.archive.org/web/20200513112354/https:/trc.ca/index-main.html
https://www.afn.ca/policy-sectors/education/its-our-time-first-nations-digital-toolkit/
https://www.ahf.ca/publications/residential-school-resources
https://www.ualberta.ca/admissions-programs/online-courses/indigenous-canada/index.html
https://www.anishinabek.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/An-Overview-of-the-IRS-System-Booklet.pdf
mailto:Debbie.Ellis@durham.ca


 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

Indigenous Awareness and Introduction to Kits 
This information session is the prerequisite to borrowing one of 
the Indigenous sharing kits and will provide participants with an 
overview of Indigenous history. Participants will be given 
the opportunity to ask questions and build on their knowledge 
of Indigenous culture. 

The second part of this session will include an introduction to 
the Indigenous sharing kits available through Lakewoods' Early 
Learning Child Care Centre Resource Library in Oshawa. 
These seven kits include: 

• The Seven Grandfather Teachings Kit

• Creative Connections Kit

• Community Connections Kit

• Connecting with Traditions Kit

• Everyday Play Connections Kit

• Nature Connections Kit

• Literacy Connections Kit

To register for a session, please click on a box below: 

Indigenous Awareness and Introduction to Kits 
Thursday, May 19, 2022 

7 to 9 p.m. 

Indigenous Awareness and Introduction to Kits 
Wednesday, June 29, 2022 

7 to 9 p.m. 

Respecting Indigenous  
Symbols and Ceremonies  

To register for this workshop, please click on the date below: 

Date: Thursday, April 14, 2022 
Time: 7 to 8:30 p.m. 

Presented by: Debbie Ellis, Indigenous Training Specialist 

This workshop will offer an introduction to the  
importance of some commonly seen symbols and  
ceremonies in Indigenous culture, such as moccasins,  
hand drums, and the Métis sash. Through discussion  
and storytelling, we will deepen your understanding of  
what they look like, where they came from, and how we  
can learn to share them in our early years programs.  

Every Child Matters 

To register for this workshop, please click on the date below: 

Date: Tuesday, June 21, 2022  
Time: 7 to 8:30 p.m. 

Presented by: Debbie Ellis, Indigenous Training Specialist 

This information session will provide general information on  
the purpose, establishment, and history of the Residential  
School System in Canada. We will discuss the Truth and  
Reconciliation Commission and the 94 calls to action. We  
will listen to their stories and journey forward together to  
learn more about how we can be allies and improve all our  
relations towards healing within our Indigenous  
communities. In conclusion, we will discuss how we can  
share Indigenous culture and stories in our early years  
programs. 
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https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/respecting-indigenous-symbols-and-ceremonies-tickets-274946832377
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/indigenous-awareness-and-introduction-to-kits-tickets-274942048067
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/indigenous-awareness-and-introduction-to-kits-tickets-274933993977
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/every-child-matters-tickets-274954796197


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

World Autism Awareness Day 
April 2, 2022 

"Joined by the international community, hundreds of  
thousands of landmarks, buildings, homes and  
communities around the world  come together on  April

2,  Autism Awareness Day,  to Light it Up Blue in  
recognition of people  with autism  and those who love  
and support them. 

 

Educational activities take place all month, aiming to 
increase understanding and acceptance of people with 
autism, foster worldwide support and inspire a kinder, 
more inclusive world." 

For more information, visit: 
Autism Speaks 

All information retrieved is from 
https://www.autismspeaks.org/world-autism-awareness-day 

Ramadan 
 April 2 to May 2, 2022

"Ramadan is a holy month of fasting, introspection 
and prayer for Muslims, the followers of Islam. It is 
celebrated as the month during which Muhammad 
received the initial revelations of the Quran, the 
holy book for Muslims. Fasting is one of the five 
fundamental principles of Islam. Each day during 
Ramadan, Muslims do not eat or drink from dawn 
to sunset. They are also supposed to avoid impure 
thoughts and bad behavior. 

Muslims break their daily fasts by sharing meals 
with family and friends, and the end of Ramadan is 
celebrated with a three-day festival known as Eid 
al-Fitr, one of Islam’s major holidays." 

For more information, visit: 
Ramadan History 

All information retrieved is from 
https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/ramadan 

International Day of Pink 
 April 13, 2022

"Discrimination takes many shapes, whether it's 
based on race, age, disabilities, gender or 
sexuality. The 2SLGBTQAI+ community is no 
stranger to the bullying and violence that stems 
from hateful beliefs. While progress has been 
made towards removing these social barriers from 
our society, discrimination still persists. So every 
year, on the second Wednesday of April, we urge 
people around the world to put on a pink shirt and 
stand in solidarity with the 2SLGBTQAI+ 
community to continue fighting for equality and 
acceptance." 

For more information, visit: 
International Day of Pink 

All information retrieved is from https://www.dayofpink.org/en/home 

Earth Day 
April 22, 2022 

"On April 22,1970 is when Earth Day was first 
celebrated and was often considered as the birth of 
the environmental movement. Over the years, 
Earth Day has become the largest participatory 
environmental movement on the planet. 

We all care for the planet it our own way. It can be 
simple things like cooking an extra vegetarian meal 
per week and picking up trash per day, or larger 
projects like shoreline cleanups with your 
community. 

By committing to the environment one step at a 
time, we inspire change on a larger scale April 22 
and every day of the year." 

For more information, visit: 
Earth Day Canada 

All information retrieved is from https://earthday.ca/ 8 

https://earthday.ca/
https://www.autismspeaks.org/world-autism-awareness-day
https://www.dayofpink.org/en/home
https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/ramadan
https://earthday.ca
https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/ramadan
https://www.dayofpink.org/en/home
https://www.autismspeaks.org/world-autism-awareness-day


Upcoming Events

C o n t e s t a l e r t !

We invite you to share your joy as you showcase all of the hard work and dedication in your 

programs.

We would like you to shine your spotlight on how you ensure the four foundations of learning 

are rich in diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI).

Please choose one foundation of "How Does Learning Happen?" - Belonging, Wellbeing, 

Expression, Engagement and show us how you ensure that DEI is reflected everyday.

Entry ideas may be submitted as learning stories, slide show presentations, videos, 

photos, etc. Be creative!

Entries must be submitted no later than June 10, 2022. All submissions can be sent to Shannon 

Soul, Training Specialist on the Early Learning Team, at Shannon.Soul@durham.ca. 

QAs will be reviewing submissions and choosing the winner!

The winner will be showcased in our next GROW newsletter. All programs who enter will 

receive a children’s book for their program and the winner will receive a DEI prize basket! 

Good luck! We can’t wait to see all of your amazing work and ideas!

"What sparks your joy?"

9
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Supervisors' Network 

Apprenticeship Information 
Session 

To register for this event, please click on the workshop date: 

Date: Thursday, April 7, 2022 
Time: 10 a.m. to noon 

Presented by: Durham Region Children's Services 

A targeted presentation to provide employers and 
organizations a clear understanding of the Child 
Development Practitioner (CDP) Apprenticeship 
upgrading process, their obligation, the apprentice 
obligation, and benefits of this qualification upgrading 
model. 

Employers will have the opportunity to hear firsthand 
accounts from students, graduates, and employers. Along 
with an opportunity for inquiry with representatives from 
Durham College; the Ministry of Labour, Training and 
Skills Development; and Durham Employment and 
Community. 

Building 2SLGBTQAI+ Inclusive 

Early Learning Environments 

To register for this event, please click on the workshop date: 

Date: Thursday, June 9, 2022 
Time: 9:30 a.m. to noon 

Presented by: Shelley Secrett, RECE 

In this dynamic and timely workshop, participants will 
critically examine their administrative practices and policies 
while exploring ways to authentically increase visibility and 
awareness within their early learning programs. 

We will explore how to promote a sense of belonging for 
everyone by creating awareness of inclusive language, 
current terminology, proper use of pronouns and even an 
intriguing glimpse of 2SLGBTQAI+ history in Canada. 
Participants will also come away with practical curriculum 
resources and creative ideas for related staff training and 
parent engagement. 

Antiracist Parental and  
Family Engagement 

To register for this event, please click on the workshop date: 

Date: May 5, 2022  
Time: 10 a.m. to noon 

Presented by: Dr. Terry Husband 

This presentation examines common barriers parents 
and families from racially diverse backgrounds often 
experience as they work toward being fully engaged in 
the educational process of their children. It explores 
cognitive barriers that teachers often unknowingly, hold, 
as well as institutional barriers, and outlines and 
discusses effective strategies for building anti-racist 
partnerships between early childhood professionals and 
racially diverse families. 

This presentation offers several ways that early 
childhood professionals might create a more racially 
inclusive, affirming, equitable, and welcoming 
environment for diverse parents and families within the 
curriculum they teach in their respective contexts. 

Facilitator training 

We are excited to re-invite the early learning community to  

articipate in the Pedagogical Facilitators Training. We are  

sking that supervisors recommend and nominate  

xperienced leaders who would be interested in supporting  

his initiative. We are hoping to build a list of facilitators who  

ill support the facilitation of the Communities of Practice  

essions offered each season.  

he facilitators will participate in a two-part series in which  

hey will review the format and protocols for the Durham  

egion Communities of Practice sessions, review practices  

f facilitation, the use of team agreements, group studies  

sing ‘"A Thinking Lens," and group conversation using  

ctive listening skills and Socratic questioning. This will  

nsure they are familiar with the protocol and practices. 

f you can think of an educator that would be a great fit for  

his role, and this educator expresses reciprocated interest,  

lease contact Training Specialist Courtney Blanchard by  

mail at Courtney.Blanchard@durham.ca to request a spot  

or our Facilitator Training sessions. Once we have received  

ominations, we will reach out to determine which dates will  

ork best for participants. 
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https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/supervisors-network-rainbow-families-visibility-in-the-early-years-tickets-267830186297
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/apprenticeship-information-session-tickets-276052258737
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/supervisors-network-session-antiracist-parental-and-family-engagement-tickets-288100224527
mailto:Courtney.Blanchard@durham.ca


 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QA Corner 

Why do we need an anti-racist approach to play-based learning? 

The Ministry of Education, 2017, shares that “play 
is a vehicle of learning." As an educator offering 
care to children in your program, have you 
considered the role that you play to support the 
pedagogy for anti-Black racism? 

Dr. Kerry-Ann Escayg, an associate professor of 
Early Childhood Education, shared during her 
November 2021 to Durham Region Staff, 
“Ultimately, the goal of anti-racist play-based 
learning is to foster positive racial identity 
development for Black children and children of 
colour, while ensuring that White children 
cultivate anti-racist consciousness. Anti-racist 
play-based learning requires educators to 
observe children, analyze these observations, 
and use the findings to inform teacher-student 
interactions and curriculum. Anti-racist play-

based learning identifies and challenges racism 
at various levels, in the curriculum, child to child, 
and teacher-to-student interactions.” (November 
2021). 
Escayg, Kerry-Ann. Anti-Racist-Play-Based Learning. November, 2021 

Consider how you are including anti-racism in 
play-based learning in your classroom. Children 
are developing their attitudes based on what they 
see around them and how they perceive Black 
people. As educators, we can play a role on how 
to adjust those perceptions. We can provide 
experiences and environments that move beyond 
oppression and environments that address 
racism and hate by cultivating its opposite— 
compassion and acceptance. 

Examples may include materials and displays 
everywhere showing achievements of Black 
people.  For example, toys and play materials 
such as play people, puzzles, blocks, materials 
that depict Black people in non-stereotypical 
professions, and displays of Canadian Black 
inventors and leaders. 

Consider what conversations you can engage in 
with children to continue the process of 
understanding. Representation of cultural 
diversity within the classroom should be obvious 
and natural. Look around your program space 
through a critical lens, identify how you are 
incorporating anti-racism experiences and 
conversations throughout the day. To extend your 
own learning of anti-racism programming and 
environments, be sure to enroll in the upcoming 
sessions offered throughout the GROW 
newsletter. 

Your Quality Assurance Advisors can be contacted via the following emails: 

Balynn Albrecht - Balynn.Albrecht@durham.ca 
Lisa Bruce – Lisa.Bruce@durham.ca    

Patti Rowland – Patti.Rowland@durham.ca    

 Millie Forbes – Millie.Forbes@durham.ca 
Melissa Young – Melissa.Young@durham.ca 11 
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Additional Resources 

The Children's Services Division, Early Learning Training Specialist Team has developed two resources for 
the child care community, and a third one is on the way! 

S is for Sensory is a thoughtfully developed resource guide on how to implement sensory into your 
programs during the COVID-19 pandemic. It includes connections to How Does Learning Happen?, 
benefits of sensory play, considerations for classroom set up, and sensory ideas you can implement into 
your program. 

Outdoor Learning Everyday is an outdoor resource guide developed to enhance the outdoor learning 
experiences in your program. It includes the benefits of outdoor play, natural loose parts, natural play 
spaces, Indigenous outdoor education, and outdoor programming ideas. 

Environment as the Third Teacher includes ways to build an inclusive environment, how to organize your 
program space using learning areas, setting up invitations to play, and continuing your programming 
outdoors, 

These resources are also available in hard copy format in the Resource Library. If you are interested in 
signing them out, please book an appointment with our Children's Services Division, Early Learning Training 
Specialist Team. French translated copies of these documents are also available. 

To access these resources, click on the resource image below: 
Coming 

soon! 

For more information and free resources to incorporate into your programs, click on the following titles: 

Child and Nature Alliance of Canada 

Outdoor Play and Learning: Loose Parts 

Take Me Outside - Educational Resources 

Forest and Nature School in Canada: A Head, Heart, Hands Approach  
to Outdoor Learning 
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https://www.evergreen.ca/downloads/pdfs/OutdoorClassroom_RiskTaking.pdf
https://takemeoutside.ca/resource-directory/educational-resources/
https://www.durham.ca/en/living-here/resources/Documents/Child-Care-and-Early-Learning/2021-07-22_S-is-For-Sensory---final.pdf
https://www.durham.ca/en/living-here/resources/Documents/Child-Care-and-Early-Learning/2021-07-19_Outdoor_Learning_Guide---final.pdf
https://youtube.com/watch?v=MDl5T51zhh0
https://childnature.ca/ece/
https://childnature.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/FSC-Guide-1.pdf


April to June 2022 

The resource library has the following free resources available to the  
early learning community: large and small button maker, large and  

small heated laminator, cold laminators, die-cutter, binding machine,  
reading materials/resources, training materials, DVDs, etc.  

Kits currently available: Feelings 
Dinosaurs STEM 1 
Light STEM 2 
School-age Activities (eight to  Family Dynamics 
twelve years) Things That Go 
Caring for Babies Healthy Kitchen 
Infant - Dramatic Play Ocean Life 
Relaxation Math with Loose Parts 
Human Body Measurements  
Community Helpers Outdoor Play 
Space Outdoor Play All Year Long 

 Emotions

 We are excited to announce the reopening of the Resource Library to the public on April 19th!  
At this time, hours will be by appointment only between 9 a.m. and 7 p.m. on Wednesdays. Due to  

COVID-19 requirements, we are unable to accommodate drop-ins until further notice. We want to  
ensure that public health guidance and safety measures are being adhered to and will continue  

taking direction from our CAO about the reopening of the Regional 
building. Appointments are to be made with a minimum of one business day's notice.   

Please contact Ameera Alhiraki by email at Ameera.Alhiraki@durham.ca to make an appointment. 

We've  
expanded! 

The resource library has also expanded to Lakewoods Early Learning Child  

Care Centre in Oshawa! We are very excited to offer our new Indigenous  

kits and additional resources to come. Please contact our Indigenous  

Training Specialist, Debbie Ellis, by email at Debbie.Ellis@durham.ca to  

make an appointment, or if you have any questions regarding Indigenous  

teachings. 
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Formation en français 

Les spécialistes de la formation dans l’équipe d’apprentissag

précoce, division de services à l’enfance, a mis à jour la  
bibliothèque de ressources pour y inclure des nouveaux livre

et documents en français. Veuillez consultez notre site web  
pour voir quelles trousses sont disponibles pour le prêt! 

e 

Deux nouvelles ressources ont été traduites en français 
et sont maintenant disponibles dans la section ‘Ressources’  
de notre site Web. 

 est pour Sensoriel  est un guide de ressources  
oigneusement développé sur la manière de  
ettre en œuvre le sensoriel dans vos  
rogrammes pendant le covid-19. Il comprend des  

iens avec Comment Apprend-On?, les avantages  
u jeu sensoriel, des considérations pour la 

onfiguration de la salle de classe et des idées 

ensorielles que vous pouvez mettre en œuvre 

ans votre programme.  

’apprentissage à l’extérieur tous les jours  est un  
uide de ressources pour l’extérieur développé  
our améliorer les expériences d’apprentissage à  

’extérieur dans votre programme. Il comprend les 
vantages du jeu a l’extérieur, des pièces  
étachées naturelles, des espaces de jeu  
aturels, de l’éducation Autochtone a l’extérieur et  
es idées de programmation a l’extérieur. 

L'implémentation de  
Comment apprend-on?  

Présentateur: Ameera Alhiraki, spécialiste de laformation  
de la région de Durham  

Cet atelier offrira un aperçu détaillé de Comment  
apprend-on? Pédagogie de l'Ontario pour la petite  
enfance. Les participants approfondiront leurs  
connaissances sur deux des quatre fondements de  
l'apprentissage, ce qui leurs donneront des  
compréhensions et des idées qu'ils peuvent utiliser pour  
contribuer à un programme de haute qualité.  

To register for this session, please click the box below: 

L'implémentation de Comment apprend-on?  
Première partie - appartenance et bien-être 

 

lundi 25 avril 2022 
Temps: 19 h à 20 h 30 

Réflexion sur la programmation - critères préscolaires  
(préenregistrés) 

Soyons créatifs – le processus de création artistique  
(préenregistré) 

Préparer la Transition a l'école Communauté de pratique 
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Pour inscrire à cet événement, veuillez cliquer sur la date 
de l'atelier: 

Date: mercredi 18 mais 2022 
Temps: 19 h à 20 h 30 

Présentateur: ressources pour les enfants et  
les jeunes exceptionnels 

Dans cet atelier, nous fournirons des ressources et examinerons  
les éléments suivants :  

• Façons d'aider à préparer les enfants à la transition 

• Comment soutenir le développement social et émotionnel 

des enfants 

• Conseils pour promouvoir le développement des 

compétences d’auto-assistance chez les enfants 

• Comment soutenir les parents dans la transition 

• Comment et quand s’inscrire à l’école 

• Ce que les parents peuvent faire à la maison pour 

préparer leurs enfants 

• Établissement de relations avec l’école 

• Considérations rélatives aux enfants ayant des besoins 

spéciaux lors de leur entrée à l’école   

Présenté par une spécialiste de la formation de la  
région de Durham et un membre de la communauté  
d'apprentissage précoce. 

a communauté de pratique (CdP) sera  une occasion  
our les éducateurs de s'engager dans une  
onversation facilitée, une pratique réflexive et du  

eadership pédagogique. 

es séances sont structurées de manière à intégrer  
’interaction collaborative, en utilisant votre: 

L

p

c

l

C

l

Caméra Microphone Participation 

L'Apprentisage à l'extérieur 
 

mercredi 22 juin 2022 
19 h à 20 h 
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https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/preparer-la-transition-a-lecole-tickets-271086947357
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/soyons-creatifs-le-processus-de-creation-artistique-preenregistre-tickets-142549759167
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/reflexion-sur-la-programmation-criteres-prescolaires-preenregistres-tickets-146583598489
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/limplementation-de-comment-apprend-on-appartenance-et-bien-etre-tickets-271124509707
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/communaute-de-pratique-lapprentisage-a-lexterieur-tickets-271069665667
https://www.durham.ca/en/living-here/resources/Documents/Child-Care-and-Early-Learning/Resource-Library/French-Sensory-Book.pdf
https://www.durham.ca/en/living-here/resources/Documents/Child-Care-and-Early-Learning/Resource-Library/FRENCH-Outdoor-Learning-Guide-2.pdf


 

Workshop Information 

How to register for  

a workshop? 

The dashed boxes highlight the workshop theme. Select the  

coloured box displaying the workshop title to be redirected to the  

Eventbrite registration link. A link to join the event will be emailed to  

you at least 24 hours in advance of the meeting's start time.  

For more details on these workshops and to register, click on a box and you will be redirected  
to the Eventbrite registration page. 

Relationships:  

Sessions related to relationships between adults, children, families, and colleagues.  

Introduction to Behaviour Management 
Prerequisite Learning Certificate (Pre-recorded)

Offered by: Durham Behaviour Management  
Services 

Standing Up to Bullying (Pre-recorded) 
 

Offered by: Durham Behaviour Management  
Services 

Behaviour Talk: Toddler and Preschool - Live 
Group Chat with a Behaviour Consultant 

 

Offered by: Durham Behaviour Management  
Services 

Wednesday, April 20, 2022 
7 to 8 p.m.  

Behaviour Talk: Kinder and School-age - Live  
Group Chat with a Behaviour Consultant 

 

Offered by: Durham Behaviour Management  
Services 

Thursday, May 26, 2022 
7:30 to 8:30 p.m.  

Check out our new self-guided Respect in the  
Early Learning Workplace module. It is made up of  
four different sections: 

- Emotional Intelligence

- What is respect? 

- Creating a psychologically safe workplace 

- Identifying and managing conflict

This training will take approximately 1.5 hours to  
complete. Participants can choose to either  
complete the training one section at a time or in its  
entirety. 

Respect in the Early Learning Workplace   
(Self-Guided) 

 

Offered by: Early Learning Training  
Specialists, Region of Durham 
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https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/introduction-to-behaviour-management-pre-requisite-learning-certificate-tickets-142543049097
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/standing-up-to-bullying-pre-recorded-tickets-142535464411
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/behaviour-talk-toddler-and-preschool-tickets-269682677147
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/behaviour-talk-kinder-and-school-age-tickets-269687270887
https://www.durham.ca/en/living-here/resources-for-child-care-professionals.aspx


Virtual Workshops - Spring 2022 

For more details on these workshops and to register, click on a box and you will be redirected  
to the Eventbrite registration page. 

Inclusion: 

Sessions related to understanding developmental disorders, social and cultural diversity, and supporting mental  
health.  

Preventing the Storm - Online Learning  
Certificate (Pre-recorded)  

Offered by: Durham Behaviour Management  
Services   

Sleep (Pre-recorded) 
 

Offered by: Durham Behaviour Management  
Services 

They are my size…. what now?  
School-age Engagement (Pre-recorded) 

Offered by: Durham Behaviour Management  
Services 

The Power of Reinforcement

 (Pre-recorded) 
Offered by: Durham Behaviour Management  

Services 

Don't Bite Me - Understanding Biting in Child  
Care (Pre-recorded) 

 

Offered by: Durham Behaviour Management  
Services 

Preparing for School Transitions in Home Child  
Care   

 

Offered by: Resources for Exceptional Children  
and Youth - Durham 

Saturday, April 9, 2022 
12:30 to 2 p.m. 

Dual Language Learners 
 

Offered by: Grandview Kids 
Thursday, April 21, 2022 

6:30 to 8 p.m. 

Making Sense of Sensory Processing 
 

Offered by: Grandview Kids 
Tuesday, May 3, 2022 

7 to 8:30 p.m. 

Introduction to Learning Disabilities 
 

Offered by: Resources for Exceptional Children  
and Youth - Durham 

Tuesday, May 10, 2022 
7 to 8:30 p.m. 

Social Communication 
 

Offered by: Grandview Kids 
Monday, May 16, 2022 

6:30 to 8 p.m. 
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https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/preventing-the-storm-online-certificate-pre-recorded-tickets-142533799431
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/sleep-pre-recorded-tickets-142540557645
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/school-age-engagement-pre-recorded-tickets-142539251739
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/the-power-of-reinforcement-pre-recorded-tickets-142537263793
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/dont-bite-me-understanding-biting-in-child-care-pre-recorded-tickets-142538200595
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/dual-language-learners-tickets-264244230607
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/making-sense-of-sensory-processing-tickets-264231823497
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/preparing-for-school-transition-in-home-child-care-tickets-269713288707
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/social-communication-tickets-264221081367
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/introduction-to-learning-disabilities-tickets-271023176617


Virtual Workshops - Spring 2022 

For more details on these workshops and to register, click on a box and you will be redirected  
to the Eventbrite registration page. 

Inclusion at Summer Camp 
 

Offered by: Resources for Exceptional Children and  
Youth - Durham 

Wednesday, June 15, 2022 
7 to 8:30 p.m. 

Stuttering in Young Children 
 

Offered by: Grandview Kids 
Thursday, June 16, 2022 

6:30 to 8 p.m. 

Pedagogy: 

Sessions related to professional practice, knowledge, and competence for the early learning and child care sector.  

Reflecting on Programming - Infant Criteria 
(Pre-recorded) 

Offered by: Early Learning Training Specialists,  
Region of Durham  

Reflecting on Programming - Preschool Criteria 
(Pre-recorded) 

Offered by: Early Learning Training Specialists,  
Region of Durham  

Reflecting on Programming - Toddler Criteria  
(Pre-recorded) 

Offered by: Early Learning Training Specialists,  
Region of Durham  

Reflecting on Programming - Before and After  
School Criteria (Pre-recorded) 

Offered by: Early Learning Training Specialists,  
Region of Durham  

Let's Get Physical (Pre-recorded)

 

Offered by: Early Learning Training Specialists,  
Region of Durham  

Let's Get Creative - Process Art (Pre-recorded) 
 

Offered by: Early Learning Training Specialists,  
Region of Durham  

Implementing How Does Learning Happen?  
Belonging and Well-Being  

 

Offered by: Early Learning Training Specialists,  
Region of Durham  

Tuesday, April 12, 2022 
7 to 8:30 p.m. 
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https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/inclusion-at-summer-camp-tickets-271056606607
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/reflecting-on-programming-infant-pre-recorded-tickets-141304386223
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/reflecting-on-programming-toddler-pre-recorded-tickets-141197975947
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/reflecting-on-programming-preschool-pre-recorded-tickets-141198802419
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/reflecting-on-programming-before-and-after-school-pre-recorded-tickets-141199612843
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/lets-get-physical-pre-recorded-tickets-141845921971
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/lets-get-creative-process-art-pre-recorded-tickets-141195187607
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/stuttering-in-young-children-tickets-264192365477
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/implementing-how-does-learning-happen-belonging-and-well-being-tickets-274972428937


Virtual Workshops - Spring 2022 

For more details on these workshops and to register, click on a box and you will be redirected 

to the Eventbrite registration page. 

Implementing How Does Learning Happen? 

Engagement and Expression 

Offered by: Early Learning Training Specialists, 

Region of Durham 

Wednesday, May 4, 2022 
7 to 8:30 p.m. 

Celebrations: Embracing Cultural and Religious 

Diversity in Programming

Offered by: Early Learning Training Specialists, 

Region of Durham 

Tuesday, May 17, 2022 
7 to 8:30 p.m. 

Observation and Documentation 101

Offered by: Early Learning Training Specialists, 

Region of Durham 

Thursday, June 23, 2022 
7 to 8:30 p.m. 

Make-and-Take 

Offered by: Early Learning Training 

Specialists, Region of Durham 
Tuesday, June 28, 2022 

7 to 8:30 p.m. 

Participants are invited to this fun, hands-on 

experience where they will be using loose parts to 

participate in a variety of provocations. 

We will explore three examples of activities that can 

be implemented within the learning environment using 

loose parts while encouraging creativity and individual 

expression. 

Participants will have the opportunity to use loose 

parts to create sensory bottles, express how they see 

themselves, and develop 3D creations. 

Participants will leave with ideas and materials that 

they can take back to their programs!  

To register for this in-person make and take, please 

click on the box above: 

*This make-and-take may be subject to change

depending on COVID-19 guidelines. Participants will

be emailed with any changes and/or updates.*

Surveys and certificates 

The Children’s Services Division is piloting the use 

of a QR code for professional development 

feedback surveys and certificates. A QR code with 

a direct link to the feedback survey and event 

certificate will be shared with all participants at the 

end of training events, allowing attendees to print 

or save certificates directly to their personal 

devices. For any difficulties accessing the survey 

or certificate, please contact Dale Franklin at 

Dale.Franklin@durham.ca within one week 

following the event to request an electronic 

certificate. 
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Virtual Workshops - Spring 2022 

For more details on these workshops and to register, click on a box and you will be redirected  
to the Eventbrite registration page. 

Before and After

Introduction to the Durham Region Criteria  
(DROC) 

 

Offered by: Early Learning Quality Assurance  
Advisors, Region of Durham 

 

To register for a workshop, click on a date below: 

Preschool 
Wednesday, April 6, 2022 
7 to 8:30 p.m. 

Toddler 
Thursday, April 28, 2022 
7 to 8:30 p.m. 

 
Thursday, May 12, 2022 
10 to 11:30 a.m. 

Infant 
Wednesday, June 8, 2022 
7 to 8:30 p.m. 

Reflecting on Programming 
(LIVE) 

Offered by: Early Learning Training Specialists, 
Region of Durham 

To register for a workshop, click on a date below: 

Toddler 
Tuesday, April 26, 2022 
7 to 8:30 p.m. 

Infant 
Wednesday, May 25, 2022 
7 to 8:30 p.m. 

Cancellations 

If you are unable to attend a session you  

registered for, it is important you cancel your ticket.  

You may cancel the session by selecting the ‘My  

Tickets’ link located in the upper right corner in  

your confirmation email.  
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https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/reflecting-on-programming-infant-live-presentation-tickets-271325571087
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/reflecting-on-programming-toddler-live-presentation-tickets-271013367277
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/introduction-to-the-durham-region-operating-criteria-droc-infant-tickets-269038018957
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/introduction-to-the-durham-region-operating-criteria-before-and-after-tickets-269044839357
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Virtual Workshops - Spring 2022 

For more details on these workshops and to register, click on a box and you will be redirected  
to the Eventbrite registration page. 

Health and Safety:  

Sessions related to regulations concerning safety and healthy programming.  

Frequent Flyers - Elopement Behaviour in Child  
Care (Pre-recorded) 

Offered by: Durham Behaviour Management  
Services 

Stay Calm and Make a Plan (Pre-recorded) 
 

Offered by: Durham Behaviour Management  
Services 

Other workshops 

 

CoP - Continuing the Conversation: Anti-Racist,  

Play-Based Learning 

CoP - Black Hair - The Billion Dollar Industry  

Page 4: 

CoP - 2SLGBTQAI+ Representation in Programs 

Page 5: 

ECCDC Part 1: Environments in A Home Child  

Care Setting  

ECCDC Part 2: Invitations to Play in a Home Child  

Care Setting 

ECCDC Part 3: Observing and Documenting  

Children's Learning in Home Child Care 

CoP - What's Happening in your Home Child Care  

Community, a Time to Connect 

Page 7: 

Indigenous Awareness and Introduction to Kits 

Respecting Indigenous Symbols and Ceremonies 

Every Child Matters 

Page 10: 

Supervisors' Network 

Page 14:  

Première partie - appartenance et bien-être 

L'Apprentisage à l'extérieur 

Préparer la Transition a l'école 

Stay Calm and Make a Plan LIVE

 

Offered by: Durham Behaviour Management  
Services 

Thursday, June 2, 2022 
12:30 to 2 p.m. 

Page 3:
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https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/frequent-flyers-elopement-behaviour-in-child-care-pre-recorded-tickets-142536583759
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News and Information   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ECE and Leadership Grant Programs 

The ECE Qualifications Upgrade Program  
Live Webinar 

Tuesday, April 12, 2022 
7 to 8 p.m. 

ECE Leadership Grant Live Webinar 

Thursday, June 16, 2022 
7 to 8 p.m. 

Occasion d’apprentissage virtuel pendant  
le midi: Certificat en Leadership 

jeudi 7 avril 2022 
midi à 13 h ou 13 h à 14 h 

Virtual Lunch and Learn: ECE 
Qualification Upgrade Grant Program 

Thursday, May 12, 2022 
11 p.m. to noon or noon to 1 p.m. 

Virtual Lunch and Learn: ECE  
Qualification Upgrade Grant Program 

Tuesday, June 21, 2022 
Noon to 1 p.m. or 1 to 2 p.m. 

Occasion d’apprentissage virtuel pendant  
le midi: Formation complémentaire 

jeudi 23 juin 2022 
11 h à midi ou midi à 13 h 

Virtual Lunch and Learn: ECE Leadership  
Certification Grant Program 

Wednesday, May 11, 2022 
Noon to 1 p.m. or 1 to 2 p.m. 

The cost of upgrading your leadership skills

or obtaining your ECE diploma may be  
funded though Ontario ECE Grants.  
Information is accessible in French and  
English.  

To access the webinars 
included, click 
on the box.  

Le programme de formation  
complémentaire et certificat en leadership 

merdi 17 mai 2022 
19 h à 20 h 

Quality in EarlyON Programs 
EarlyON Child and Family Centres offer family centred, free programs 
for children and their parent/caregivers to play, learn, connect and foster 
healthy child development through developmentally appropriate programs 
for children from birth to six years of age. 

In collaboration with EarlyON staff and community partners, the Quality 
Indicator Enhancement Tool has been created to support EarlyON educators 
with quality improvement and reflective practice. In addition, the tool has 
been designed to focus on EarlyON programs with a strength-based approach 
and highlight program successes. 

The Quality Indicator Enhancement Tool will be implemented by a Quality Assurance Advisor who will 
attend virtual, indoor and outdoor EarlyON programs offered across all municipalities and provide 
support through consultation. 

The Quality Indicator Enhancement Tool is currently in the process of a soft launch to allow for final 
edits. The official roll-out of the tool is set this year, set for June 2022. 

Indoor EarlyON programs will reopen in March 2022 and EarlyON centres will continue to provide 
virtual and outdoor programming across Durham region. For EarlyON programs and to register, please 
visit the Durham EarlyON website

please email Earlyon.durham@ymcagta.org. 
. For more information about programs or if you have any questions,
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https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/virtual-lunch-and-learn-ece-qualification-upgrade-grant-program-tickets-194598969757
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/occasion-dapprentissage-virtuel-pendant-le-midi-formation-complementaire-tickets-194600925607


Special Needs Resourcing 

Resources for Exceptional Children and Youth- Durham Region (RFECY) 

The Early Learning Inclusion (ELI) service, introduced in spring 2018, supports early learning and child  
care. Every licensed child care has an ELI consultant assigned to their centre. ELI consultants provide  
onsite consultation to work with educator teams to support inclusion. They provide resources and  
modeling in child care sites to support educators and promote the success of all children within the  
program. ELIs support the implementation of best practices and recommendations regarding a room or  
the specific needs of a child. 

For more information, please contact Bev Cummins, Manager, Special Needs Resourcing, at  
(905) 427-8862 ext. 357 or Bcummins@rfecydurham.com. 

Grandview Children’s Centre – Preschool Outreach Program (POP)  

The Preschool Outreach Program (POP) provides support to early childhood educators in licensed  
child care programs (child care centres, nursery schools, Montessori programs, home child care). Our  

goal is to assist the child care provider to help the child fully participate in their program. Our multi-

disciplinary clinical team can provide support from physiotherpay, occupational therpay, and speech-

language pathology based on issues expressed by the child care provider. We also facilitate referrals  

to other appropriate community agencies. Educators can print the referral package from our website  
here. 

For more information, please contact Heather McRobert, Early Learning Outreach Coordinator, at    

905-728-1673 ext. 2521 or  Heather.McRobert@grandviewkids.ca.

nfant and Child Development (ICD) I

Infant and Child Development (ICD) provides a home visiting early intervention service to young  
children with developmental concerns or special needs. As part of the Special Needs Resourcing  
team, the Infant and Child Development specialist provides child-specific strategies and  
recommendations for educators to support the transition of a child with developmental concerns or  
disabilities from the home environment to the early learning and care setting. ICD specialists support  
a comprehensive transition process with the educator through observations, consultations, and active  
coaching, as well as connecting with other members of the SNR team to ensure ongoing support.  
This service is available to existing clients of Infant and Child Development. 

For more information, please contact Janice Bogdan, Interim Manager, Infant and Child Development  
program, Durham Region Health Department at (905) 668-7711, ext. 2964 or  
Janice.bogdan@durham.ca 

Durham Behaviour Management Services (DBMS), The Regional Municipality of Durham 
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BMS provides professional learning opportunities and behaviour consultation to the early learning  
ommunity. Through general room consultation, behaviour consultants provide recommendations to  
ducators that are experiencing overall behavioural challenges in their centre. Behaviour consultants also  
rovide child-specific services for children experiencing significant behaviour challenges and/or requiring  
ore intensive skill-building (e.g. toilet training). With parental consent, a consultant will complete a  
ehavioural assessment and develop an individualized program and recommendations to help the child. 

or more information, please contact Denise Dalton, DBMS Program Assistant, at 
905) 668-7711 ext. 2829 or Denise.Dalton@durham.ca or to make a referral email 

ehaviourmanagement@durham.ca  

Surrey Place – Blind-Low Vision Early Intervention Program  

The Blind-Low Vision Early Intervention Program provides early intervention and support to children  
from birth to six years of age with a diagnosed visual impairment. This service provides supports to  
children and their families in natural settings, including their home and early learning settings. The  
goal of the service is to mitigate the risks of visual impairment on the child’s development. The  
intervention provided through this program assists families and caregivers in providing opportunities  
that support the development of all the senses for optimized learning.  

For more information, please contact Susan Hunt, Early Childhood Vision Consultant, at 
(416) 432-7640 or Susan.Hunt@surreyplace.ca. 
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  Professional Learning Resources 

Pedagogical Inquiry Tool (2015) and new 2019 Extensions 

This tool has been developed by a sub-committee of the Best Start Network to support  
continued pedagogical reflection utilizing: "How does learning happen?" (2014), "Think, Feel,  
Act" (2013), and "Think, Feel, Act: Empowering Children in the Middle Years" (2018). These  
activities will support deeper exploration of the four foundations, pedagogical leadership,  
inclusion, cultural identity, bullying, etc. 

Requests for updated USB sticks containing the original Pedagogical Inquiry and the new  
2019 Extensions in both English and French can be made by programs to  
Tracy.Barclay@durham.ca. 

How Does Learning Happen? Ontario’s Pedagogy for the Early Years is a professional  
learning resource guide about learning through relationships for those working with young  
children and families. It is intended to support pedagogy and curriculum/program 
development in early years programs. It focuses on the four foundations of learning:   
belonging, well-being, engagement, and expression.  

Think, Feel, Act: Lessons from Research about Young Children highlights research in early  
childhood development, strategies to put the key ideas into practice and provides reflective  
questions for educators. This document is intended to challenge the status quo and  
encourage critical reflection as we consider our work from different perspectives. The  
varying topics are written to to pique your interest and highlight key ideas that are useful  
and relevant to your work.  

The relationships RECEs form with children, families and colleagues are fundamental to  
providing equitable, high-quality early learning programs. Who you form relationships with,  
and who you communicate and collaborate with,  might look different as each practice  
setting and role is unique.  

Consider who you work with on a regular basis and how you form relationships with them.  
How do those relationships support what you do in your role? And how can you build and  
continue to grow those professional relationships? Visit the Practice Guidelines on  
Communication and Collaboration  sections  on the CECE website for more information. 

Canadian Mental Health Association Durham is an integrated community mental health and  
primary care hub that has been providing mental health services to Durham Region for over  
60 years.They provide a broad range of services to individuals and their families experiencing  
mental health challenges, from information and education to case management, psychosocial  
rehabilitation, housing and primary healthcare.  

Togetherall is an anonymous online community where members support each other 24/365.  
You can complete a self-assessment, read recommended resources, explore a wide range of  
self-guided courses at your own pace, and use creative tools to help express how you’re  
feeling.  23 

https://www.college-ece.ca/practice-guideline-on-communication-and-collaboration/
https://cmhadurham.ca/
https://togetherall.com/en-ca/
mailto:Tracy.Barclay@durham.ca
https://files.ontario.ca/edu-how-does-learning-happen-en-2021-03-23.pdf
https://files.ontario.ca/edu-think-feel-act-lessons-from-research-about-young-children-en-2021-01-29.pdf


For more information, please contact: 

Children’s Services Division: durham.ca/ChildrensServices 
 

Dale Franklin: Dale.Franklin@durham.ca or 905-668-4113 ext. 2753  
 

Janine Keith: Janine.Keith@durham.ca or 905-668-4113 ext. 2755 
 

If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-387-0642 
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