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The Regional Municipality of Durham 
COUNCIL INFORMATION PACKAGE 

June 7, 2019 

Information Reports 

2019-INFO-35 

2019-INFO-36 

2019-INFO-37 

2019-INFO-38 

Commissioner and Medical Officer of Health – 2018 Health Check-Up! 
and 2019 Health Plan 

Commissioner and Medical Officer of Health – Vector-Borne Disease 
Control Program 2018 Annual Report and 2019 Prevention Plan 

Commissioner of Finance – Economic Update at June 2019 

Commissioner of Finance – Indexing of Regional Development Charges 

Early Release Reports 

There are no Early Release Reports 

Staff Correspondence 

There is no Staff Correspondence 

Durham Municipalities Correspondence 

1. City of Oshawa – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on May 21, 
2019, regarding Autism Funding

2. Municipality of Clarington – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on 
May 21, 2019, regarding Provincial Flood Task Force

3. Township of Scugog – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on May 27, 
2019, regarding the Durham Community Energy Plan – 2019-A-18

4. Township of Scugog – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on May 27, 
2019, regarding Envision Durham – Agricultural and Rural System Discussion Paper  
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5. City of Pickering – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on May 27, 
2019, regarding Durham Vision Zero – A Strategic Road Safety Action Plan 

6. City of Pickering – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on May 27, 
2019, regarding Kingston Road Corridor and Specialty Retailing Node Intensification 
Study – Status Update and Recommendated Vision and Intensification Scenario 
(Phase 2 of the South Pickering Intensification Study) 

7. Town of Whitby – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on May 27 and 
28, 2019, regarding Pickering Airport 

8. Town of Whitby – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on May 27 and 
28, 2019, regarding Bill 108, the More Homes, More Choice Act, 2019 

9. Township of Brock – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on May 27, 
2019, regarding Bill 108, the More Homes, More Choice Act, 2019 

10. Town of Ajax – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on May 27, 2019, 
regarding Bill 108, the More Homes, More Choice Act, 2019 

11. City of Pickering - re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on May 27, 
2019, regarding Bill 108, the More Homes, More Choice Act, 2019 

Other Municipalities Correspondence/Resolutions 

1. Town of Georgina – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting, regarding Bill 108, 
the More Homes, More Choice Act, 2019 

2. City of Guelph - re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on May 27, 2019, 
regarding Bill 108, the More Homes, More Choice Act, 2019 

3. Township of Muskoka Lakes – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on 
May 17, 2019, regarding Bill 108, the More Homes, More Choice Act, 2019 

4. Township of The Archipelago – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on 
May 17, 2019, regarding Bill 108, the More Homes, More Choice Act, 2019 

5. Southwest Middlesex - re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on May 22, 
2019, regarding Bill 108, the More Homes, More Choice Act, 2019 

6. Town of Orangeville – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on May 27, 
2019, regarding Bill 108, the More Homes, More Choice Act, 2019 
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7. City of Toronto – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on May 14 and 
15, 2019, regarding Bill 108, the More Homes, More Choice Act, 2019 

8. Town of Newmarket – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on May 27, 
2019, regarding Bill 108, the More Homes, More Choice Act, 2019 

9. Town of Arnprior - re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on May 27, 
2019, regarding Bill 108, the More Homes, More Choice Act, 2019 

10. Region of Halton - re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on May 22, 
2019, regarding Bill 108, the More Homes, More Choice Act, 2019 

11. Municipality East Ferris – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on May 
14, 2019, regarding the Combined Conference of the Ontario Good Roads 
Association and the Rural Ontario Municipal Association 

12. Town of New Tecumseth – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on 
May 27, 2019, regarding Reduction in Provincial Funding to Libraries 

Miscellaneous Correspondence 

1. Watson & Associates Economists Ltd. – re: Writing to Mr. John Ballantine, Manager, 
Municipal Finance Policy Branch, Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing, 
summarizing their perspectives on the changes to the Development Charges Act 
(D.C.A.) as proposed by Bill 108, the More Homes, More Choice Act, 2019 

2. Celeste Dugas, District Manager, York Durham District Office, Ministry of the 
Environment, Conservation and Parks – re: Acceptance of Risk Assessment for 
Northeast Quadrant, 135 Bruce Street, Oshawa 

3. Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority (LSRCA) – re: 2019 Lake Simcoe Region 
Conservation Authority – Budget and Municipal Levies 

Advisory Committee Minutes 

1. Durham Active Transportation Committee (DATC) minutes – May 9, 2019 

2. Durham Agricultural Advisory Committee (DAAC) minutes – May 14, 2019 

3. Durham Environmental Advisory Committee (DEAC) minutes – May 16, 2019 

4. Durham Region Roundtable on Climate Change (DRRCC) minutes – May 17, 2019 
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5. Energy From Waste – Waste Management Advisory Committee (EFW-WMAC) 
minutes – May 28, 2019 

Members of Council – Please advise the Regional Clerk at clerks@durham.ca, if you wish 
to pull an item from this CIP and include on the next regular agenda of the appropriate 
Standing Committee. Items will be added to the agenda if the Regional Clerk is advised by 
Wednesday noon the week prior to the meeting, otherwise the item will be included on the 
agenda for the next regularly scheduled meeting of the applicable Committee. 

Notice regarding collection, use and disclosure of personal information: 
Written information (either paper or electronic) that you send to Durham Regional Council 
or Committees, including home address, phone numbers and email addresses, will become 
part of the public record.  If you have any questions about the collection of information, 
please contact the Regional Clerk/Director of Legislative Services. 



If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 3111 

From: 
Report: 
Date: 

Commissioner & Medical Officer of Health 
#2019-INFO-35
June 7, 2019 

Subject: 

2018 Health Check-Up! and 2019 Health Plan 

Recommendation: 

Receive for information. 

Report: 

1. Purpose

1.1 To provide an update on Durham Region Health Department’s (DRHD) 2018 
performance of its programs and services and priorities for 2019. 

1.2 The 2018 Health Check-Up! and 2019 Health Plan have been posted on 
durham.ca. 

2. Background

2.1 Historically DRHD has been posting an annual Performance Report to detail 
results of the previous year’s program priorities as well as an annual Durham 
Health Check-Up! featuring various program initiatives across DRHD. 

2.2 The Health Check-Up! now incorporates the Performance Report in an online 
format and presents program achievements and features program specific stories 
in one comprehensive report. The online format improves accessibility and public 
appeal. 

2.3 The 2018 Health Check-Up! includes performance results against 2018 program 
priorities and features key initiatives of DRHD’s Administration, Health Analytics, 
Research & Policy, Health Protection, Healthy Families, Healthy Living, Infectious 
Diseases and Paramedic Services programs. 

2.4 DRHD also posts an annual Health Plan to report its priorities under each program 
category as listed above. 

https://www.durham.ca/en/health-and-wellness/2018-health-check-up.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/health-and-wellness/2019-health-plan.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/health-and-wellness/2018-health-check-up.aspx
https://icreate7.esolutionsgroup.ca/11111068_DurhamRegion/en/regional-government/resources/Documents/Council/CIP-Reports/CIP-Reports-2019/6.-June/2019-INFO-35.pdf
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2.5 Both the Health Check-Up! and Health Plan are key components of DRHD’s 
‘Accountability Framework’ that also includes: Program Reports; Health Information 
Updates; Quality Enhancement Plans; business plans and budgets; provincial 
performance indicators and targets, monitoring, compliance audits and 
assessments; Region of Durham Paramedic Services certification; and 
accreditation by Accreditation Canada. 

3. Current Status 

3.1 In summary, 73% of DRHD’s 2018 priorities were completed, 20% are in progress 
and 7% are incomplete. 

3.2 The 2018 Health Check-Up! highlights DRHD’s successes and achievements and 
features stories about: promotional videos to help tell the story of public health; 
infographics to help communicate disease trends; the Check&Go! disclosure 
program; increasing food handler training accessibility; addressing the opioid crisis 
in Durham Region; Oral Health Division using Encounter to track client records; 
protecting the community’s health through Smoke-Free legislation; protecting 
school students’ health through up to date immunization; working to control and 
prevent tuberculosis in Durham Region; and the Primary Care Outreach Program. 

3.3 The 2019 Health Plan provides a summary of the 2019 approved budget, full-time 
staff positions by program and identifies 72 priorities which reflect rigorous program 
and evaluation plans and reviews. 

4. Conclusion 

4.1 As part of its ongoing efforts to improve accessibility and continue to meet 
accountability and transparency requirements, DRHD has posted its 2018 Health 
Check-Up! and 2019 Health Plan in a new online format. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Original signed by 

R.J. Kyle, BSc, MD, MHSc, CCFP, FRCPC, FACPM 
Commissioner & Medical Officer of Health 
 

https://www.durham.ca/en/health-and-wellness/2018-health-check-up.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/health-and-wellness/2019-health-plan.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/health-and-wellness/2018-health-check-up.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/health-and-wellness/2018-health-check-up.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/health-and-wellness/2019-health-plan.aspx


If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 3111 

From: 
Report: 
Date: 

Commissioner & Medical Officer of Health 
#2019-INFO-36 
June 7, 2019 

Subject: 

Vector-Borne Disease Control Program 2018 Annual Report and 2019 Prevention Plan 

Recommendation: 

Receive for information. 

Report: 

1. Purpose

1.1 To provide an update on Durham Region Health Department’s (DRHD) Vector-
borne Disease (VBD) Control Program. 

1.2 The Vector-Borne Disease Control Program 2018 Annual Report and 2019 
Prevention Plan has been posted on durham.ca. 

2. Background

2.1 The goal of the VBD Control Program is to provide an effective response to the 
presence of West Nile virus (WNV), Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE), Lyme 
disease (LD), and other VBDs of public health significance within Durham Region. 

2.2 The VBD Control Program consists of five major components: vector surveillance; 
vector control; human case surveillance; complaint response; and VBD 
communication/education. WNV control activities are conducted by a licensed pest 
control operator (PCO). 

2.3 All public health units are required to develop an annual report that describes the 
incidence of diseases of public health significance, populations at risk, trends over 
time and distribution of demographic and disease-specific factors influencing 
infectious disease incidence. 

https://www.durham.ca/en/health-and-wellness/resources/Documents/VBD2018YER.pdf
https://www.durham.ca/en/health-and-wellness/resources/Documents/VBD2018YER.pdf
https://icreate7.esolutionsgroup.ca/11111068_DurhamRegion/en/regional-government/resources/Documents/Council/CIP-Reports/CIP-Reports-2019/6.-June/2019-INFO-36.pdf
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3. Current Status 

3.1 The Vector-Borne Disease Control Program 2018 Annual Report and 2019 
Prevention Plan details DRHD’s VBD Control Program activities for 2018 and 
outlines the proposed activities for 2019. 

3.2 VBD Control Program 2018 highlights include: 

a. There were five confirmed human WNV cases reported in 2018; the region has 
had 28 confirmed or probable human WNV cases between 2002 and 2018. 

b. DRHD staff responded to 26 new complaints regarding standing water on 
private property. 

c. There were eight new Section 13 standing water Orders issued; five Orders to 
residential property owners requiring them to eliminate mosquito breeding sites 
in standing water on their properties and three Orders to the licensed PCO to 
larvicide standing water sites on private properties when owners failed to 
address mosquito breeding concerns. 

d. DRHD laid two charges and obtained two convictions against a property owner. 

e. DRHD produced a LD infographic which was distributed to local healthcare 
providers and veterinarians. 

f. There were 125 tick specimens submitted to DRHD for identification and 
potential testing; 100 of these were identified as blacklegged ticks. Twenty of 
these 100 blacklegged ticks were found to be positive for Borrelia burgdorferi, 
the agent responsible for LD, and eight of these were reported to have likely 
been acquired within Durham Region. 

g. Active surveillance for blacklegged ticks (“tick dragging”) is conducted in local 
likely tick habitats. In 2018, tick dragging was conducted at seven different sites 
and seven blacklegged ticks were found; all tested negative for Borrelia 
burgdorferi. 

h. There were 29 confirmed and eight probable human cases of LD identified in 
the region. 

i. There were no reported cases of plague, tularemia or yellow fever in Durham 
Region in 2018. 

j. There have been no cases of EEE reported in the region between 2009 and 
2018. 

3.3 The 2019 VBD Prevention Plan includes a range of activities, representative of a 
comprehensive VBD Prevention Program including: surveillance, response to 
complaints, investigation, communication, education and ongoing survey module 

https://www.durham.ca/en/health-and-wellness/resources/Documents/VBD2018YER.pdf
https://www.durham.ca/en/health-and-wellness/resources/Documents/VBD2018YER.pdf
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improvement. 

4. Conclusion 

4.1 As required by the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care, the Vector-Borne 
Disease Control Program 2018 Annual Report and 2019 Prevention Plan has been 
posted on durham.ca. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Original signed by 

R.J. Kyle, BSc, MD, MHSc, CCFP, FRCPC, FACPM 
Commissioner & Medical Officer of Health 
 

https://www.durham.ca/en/health-and-wellness/resources/Documents/VBD2018YER.pdf
https://www.durham.ca/en/health-and-wellness/resources/Documents/VBD2018YER.pdf


If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 2305 

From: 
Report: 
Date: 

Commissioner of Finance 
#2019-INFO-37 
June 7, 2019 

Subject: 

Economic Update at June 2019 

Recommendation: 

Receive for information. 

Report: 

1. Purpose

1.1 The Regional Finance Department monitors economic conditions on an ongoing 
basis with periodic summary reports to Regional Council.  The following is a brief 
summary of some economic conditions which could have implications for both 
Regional expenditures and revenues.  

1.2 Positive developments include the planned retention of 300 jobs at the Oshawa 
General Motors plant, the lifting of steel and aluminum trade tariffs, and relatively 
low unemployment in the Oshawa Census Metropolitan Area.  Optimism is 
tempered though as only modest economic growth is expected in 2019 and 
significant risks relating to the housing market, household debt levels, and global 
growth factors remain. 

2. Economic Conditions

2.1 Closure of General Motors Production in Oshawa 

• In November 2018, it was announced that General Motors will close its production
plant in Oshawa.  There is no product allocated to the Oshawa plant past
December 2019.

• In May 2019, General Motors Canada announced it will invest $170 million in its
Oshawa plant to transition the facility from manufacturing vehicles to stamping,
sub-assembly and autonomous vehicle testing to save 300 of 2,600 union jobs at
the plant.

https://icreate7.esolutionsgroup.ca/11111068_DurhamRegion/en/regional-government/resources/Documents/Council/CIP-Reports/CIP-Reports-2019/6.-June/2019-INFO-37.pdf
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• Part of the Oshawa facility is planned to be converted into a test track for 
autonomous and other advanced vehicles.   

• Meanwhile, the company says it will offer relocations to other facilities in Ontario 
for those affected, as well as retirement packages to eligible employees. A jobs 
action centre is to be established in Oshawa in June to support employees and 
match skills with requirements of the job market. 

• Although total manufacturing output grew by 1.7 per cent in Ontario in 2018, motor 
vehicle manufacturing declined 7.0 per cent, in part related to reduced American 
demand for models built in Canada. 

• In April 2019, the Oshawa Census Metropolitan Area (CMA), which includes 
Oshawa, Whitby and Clarington, recorded 223,800 employed persons, about 
seven per cent of which are employed in the manufacturing industry. 

2.2 Steel and Aluminum Tariffs 

• On June 1, 2018, the imposition of United States (US) import tariffs of 25 per cent 
on steel and 10 per cent on aluminum was expanded to include imports from 
Canada.  The Government of Canada subsequently announced the imposition of 
import tariffs on the import of steel, aluminum, and many other products from the 
US, which took effect on July 1, 2018. 

• On May 20, 2019, the US lifted steel and aluminum tariffs on Canadian imports, 
and Canada lifted its retaliatory tariffs.  This is a positive development as the 
Canadian and U.S. steel and aluminum industries are deeply integrated, and 
underpin supply chains that strengthen the global competitiveness of the North 
American economy. 

• While Canada, the United States and Mexico have renegotiated the North 
American Free Trade Agreement (or NAFTA), and signed NAFTA’s successor, the 
United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA), the new trade agreement 
awaits legislative approval. 

2.3 Interest Rates and Inflation 

• On May 29, 2019, the Bank of Canada maintained its benchmark interest rate, 
known as the target for the overnight rate, at 1.75 per cent. 

• The Bank of Canada has raised the overnight rate gradually over the past couple 
years, most recently to 1.75 per cent in October 2018.  

• The Consumer Price Index (CPI) and measures of core inflation are all close to 2 
per cent. The Bank of Canada expects inflation to remain around 2 per cent 
through 2020 and 2021. 

  



 Page 3 of 5 

2.4 Labour Market Conditions  

• The unemployment rate in the Oshawa CMA has dropped slightly over the first 
four months of 2019 and was measured at 4.8 per cent in April 2019. The labour 
force participation rate and employment rate remain relatively high in the Oshawa 
CMA, at 69.2 per cent and 65.8 per cent, respectively. 

2.5 Home Resale Prices in Durham Region 

• In Durham Region, a peak average home resale price of $702,768 was achieved 
in April 2017. Subsequently, the average home resale price has declined, and was 
$612,195 in April 2019. 

• In Durham Region, the year-over-year increase in average monthly home resale 
price was only 0.4 per cent in April 2019. Despite recent low growth in prices, the 
average resale home price in Durham has increased by about 18 per cent over the 
past three years (from $520,199 in April 2016). 

• Homes in Durham Region remain relatively affordable compared to those within 
many other Greater Toronto Area municipalities. For example, the average home 
resale price in Durham Region ($612,195 in April 2019) is 33.0 per cent lower than 
the average home resale price in York Region ($913,195) and 32.3 per cent lower 
than the average home resale price in the City of Toronto ($903,992). 

2.6 Household Debt 

• Canadian household debt has been climbing gradually over the past ten years 
and, as a percentage of disposable income, was measured at 176.28 per cent in 
the fourth quarter of 2018. A prolonged period of low interest rates has created a 
low borrowing cost environment for Canadians. That said, Canadians’ debt service 
ratio (total payments relating to all mortgage and non-mortgage loans outstanding 
divided by total household disposable income) edged up to 14.87 per cent in the 
final quarter of 2018. 

2.7 Growth in Real GDP 

• Statistics Canada has reported that real Gross Domestic Product (GDP) grew by 
2.0 per cent for 2018, following a 3.0 per cent increase in 2017. 

• In May 2019, the International Monetary Fund reported that Canada’s real GDP 
growth is projected to be 1.5 per cent in 2019, but is expected to be 1.9 per cent in 
2020 as the economy recovers from a slowdown in oil-related activity. In its April 
2019 Monetary Policy Report, The Bank of Canada projected real GDP to grow by 
1.2 percent in 2019 and 2.1 per cent in 2020.  
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2.8 Provincial Credit Rating 

• On May 29, 2019, Fitch Ratings agency upgraded its rating outlook for the 
Province of Ontario from negative to stable and is maintaining its long-term credit 
rating at AA-, based on an expectation that Ontario will balance its budget in 2023-
24. 

• On December 13, 2018, Moody’s Investors Service (Moody’s) downgraded the 
long-term debt ratings of the Province of Ontario to Aa3 from Aa2 and the outlook 
on the ratings was changed to stable from negative. The downgrade reflects, “the 
fiscal challenges facing the province over the medium-term … upward trajectories 
of the province’s elevated debt burden and interest burden … (and) expectations 
of lower revenue growth in future years than Moody’s previously forecasted.” 

• In 2015, Standard & Poor’s downgraded the Ontario Government’s long-term 
credit rating to A+ stable, which it maintains today.   

2.9 Key Risks 

• In its May report, the IMF identified a sharp correction in the housing market as a 
key domestic risk to the Canadian economy. If a house price correction is 
accompanied by a rise in unemployment and a fall in private consumption, 
additional risks to financial stability and growth could emerge. Meanwhile, external 
risks include a larger-than-expected global growth slowdown, a sharp tightening of 
global financial conditions, or an escalation of trade tensions between the US and 
its major trading partners. 

• In its May 2019 Financial System Review, the Bank of Canada stated that 
vulnerabilities associated with high household debt and imbalances in the housing 
market have declined modestly but remain significant. The combined effect of 
mortgage stress tests and past increases in interest rates has slowed household 
borrowing and improved the quality of new mortgage lending. Despite this 
progress, the Bank of Canada encourages vigilance as the overall level of 
indebtedness continues to be high, with a large portion of that debt held by highly 
indebted households. 

• For the first time, the Bank of Canada also identified climate change as a risk to 
both the economy and the financial system.  Risks include both physical risks from 
disruptive weather events and transition risks from adapting to a lower-carbon 
global economy. 

3. Conclusion 

3.1 Only modest economic growth is expected for Canada in 2019.  While local labour 
market conditions and positive developments relating to Canada-US trade 
relations are reasons for optimism, significant risks relating to the housing market, 
household debt levels, global growth factors, and climate change remain.  
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3.2 The Regional Finance Department will continue to monitor economic conditions 
and report to Regional Council.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Original Signed by Nancy Taylor 

Nancy Taylor, BBA, CPA, CA 
Commissioner of Finance 

 



If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 2305 

From: 
Report: 
Date: 

Commissioner of Finance 
#2019-INFO-38 
June 7, 2019 

Subject: 

Indexing of Regional Development Charges 

Recommendation: 

Receive for information 

Report: 

1. Purpose

1.1 The purpose of this report is to advise the Finance and Administration Committee 
and Council of the annual indexing of Regional Development Charges (DC). 

2. Background

2.1 The Regional DC By-laws (#28-2018, #29-2018, #19-2013 and #81-2017) contain 
a provision that the prevailing Regional DCs be adjusted annually, without 
amendment to those by-laws, as of the 1st day of July in accordance with the 
Statistics Canada Quarterly, Construction Price Statistics, catalogue number 62-
007, for the most recently available annual period ending March 31. 

2.2 Regional By-law #86-2001 as amended (GO Transit Service DC By-law) has a 
similar provision as the by-laws above, however the annual adjustment is limited to 
a maximum of 3 per cent, as per section 18 of the by-law. 

2.3 The annual indexing on July 1, 2019 will be applied to the following DC by-laws: 

a. Regional DC By-law #28-2018 (water, sewer, roads and soft services);
b. Regional Transit DC By-law #81-2017;
c. Carruthers Creek Sanitary Sewerage Area Specific DC By-law #29-2018; and
d. GO Transit Service DC By-law #86-2001.

https://icreate7.esolutionsgroup.ca/11111068_DurhamRegion/en/regional-government/resources/Documents/Council/CIP-Reports/CIP-Reports-2019/6.-June/2019-INFO-38.pdf
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2.4 The annual indexing on July 1, 2019 will not apply to the following by-law: 

a. Seaton Water Supply and Sanitary Sewerage Area Specific DC By-law #19-
2013 as this by-law is being renewed as of July 1, 2019 and the first indexing 
will not occur until July 1, 2020. 

2.5 Annual indexing for the known inflationary price increases related to capital 
projects ensures that the Region continues to recover growth related costs through 
its development charges at prevailing cost levels required to fund capital 
investments in water, sewer, roads and other services.  

3. July 1, 2019 Indexing of Regional Development Charges 

3.1 Indexing of the applicable by-laws is required on July 1, 2019 using the most 
recently available 12 month period ending March 31, of the Statistics Canada Non-
residential Building Construction Price Index. 

3.2 The Statistics Canada Non-residential Building Construction Price Index for the 
period of March, 2018 to March, 2019, as released on May 16, 2019 indicates an 
inflationary increase of 5.2 per cent. 

4. Regional Residential and Non-residential, Regional Transit an GO Transit DC 
By-laws 

4.1 An increase of 5.2 per cent based on the indexing noted above (except for GO 
Transit DC which is limited to a maximum 3 per cent increase) will increase the 
Regional DC rate for a fully serviced single / semi-detached residential unit by 
$1,603 (see Attachment #1).  Given the forecast of approximately 4,260 single 
detached equivalent units for 2019/2020, as indicated in the 2019 Transportation 
Servicing and Financing Study, the 5.2 per cent increase would yield approximately 
$6.8 million in additional annual development charge revenue over the course of a 
full year (which includes approximately $4.1 million for water and sewer and $2.1 
million for roads). 

4.2 The Regional Commercial DC rate as of July 1, 2018 is $18.47 per square foot.  
The Regional Commercial Development Charge will be indexed at 5.2 per cent, 
raising the rate to $19.43 per square foot for July 1, 2019 (see Attachment #2). 
Given the forecast of approximately 500,000 square feet for 2019/20 as indicated 
in the 2019 Transportation Servicing and Financing Study, the 5.2 per cent 
increase would yield approximately $0.5 million in additional annual development 
charge revenue over the course of a full year. 

4.3 The Regional Industrial DC rate as of July 1, 2018 is $9.96 per square foot.  The 
Regional Industrial DC will be indexed at 5.2 per cent, raising the rate to $10.48 
per square foot for July 1, 2019 (see Attachment #2). Given the forecast of 
approximately 390,000 square feet for 2019/20 as indicated in the 2019 
Transportation Servicing and Financing Study, the 5.2 per cent increase would 
yield approximately $0.2 million in additional annual DC revenue over the course of 
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a full year.     

4.4 The Regional Institutional DC rate as of July 1, 2018 is $9.63 per square foot.   The 
Regional Institutional DC will also be indexed at 5.2 per cent, raising the rate to 
$10.12 per square foot for July 1, 2019 (see Attachment #2).  The anticipated 
additional annual revenue from the indexing is minimal (estimated at $25,000) as 
the majority of institutional development is exempt from Regional DCs.  

5. Carruthers Creek Area Specific Development Charge  

5.1 The current Carruthers Creek Area Specific DC for Sanitary Sewerage services is 
$15,903 per net developable hectare.  This rate will increase by 5.2 per cent to 
$16,730 per net developable hectare in accordance with the annual adjustment 
outlined in By-law #29-2018. 

6. Conclusion 

6.1 The Region's DCs are being indexed, in accordance with the Regional By-laws, to 
reflect the increase in construction costs to provide municipal services involved 
such as water, sewer and roads.  

7. Attachments 

Attachment #1: Residential Development Charges 

Attachment #2: Non-residential Development Charges 

Respectfully submitted, 

Original Signed by Nancy Taylor 

N. Taylor, BBA, CPA, CA  
Commissioner of Finance  



ATTACHMENT #1

REGION OF DURHAM

SERVICE 
CATEGORY

Single / 
Semi 

Detached

Medium 
Density 

Multiples

Two Bedroom 
Apartment and 

Larger

One Bedroom 
Apartment and 

Smaller
$ $ $

Regional Roads 9,250        7,432            5,373               3,502              

GO Transit 723           641               454                  270                 

Regional Transit 1,143        919               664                  431                 

Regional Police Services 715           575               416                  271                 

Long Term Care 19             15                 11                    7                     

Paramedic Services 170           137               99                    64                   

Health and Social Services 123           99                 72                    47                   

Housing Services 387           311               225                  147                 

Development Related Studies 19             15                 11                    7                     

Water Supply 9,420        7,569            5,472               3,566              

Sanitary Sewerage 9,170        7,368            5,327               3,472              

Total (All Services) 31,139$    25,081$        18,124$           11,784$          

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT CHARGES
effective July 1, 2018
PER DWELLING UNIT

$

SERVICE 
CATEGORY

Single / 
Semi 

Detached

Medium 
Density 

Multiples

Two Bedroom 
Apartment and 

Larger

One Bedroom 
Apartment and 

Smaller
$ $ $ $

Regional Roads 9,731        7,818            5,652               3,684              

GO Transit (2) 745           660               468                  278                 

Regional Transit 1,202        967               699                  453                 

Regional Police Services 752           605               438                  285                 

Long Term Care 20             16                 12                    7                     

Paramedic Services 179           144               104                  67                   

Health and Social Services 129           104               76                    49                   

Housing Services 407           327               237                  155                 

Development Related Studies 20             16                 12                    7                     

Water Supply 9,910        7,963            5,757               3,751              

Sanitary Sewerage 9,647        7,751            5,604               3,653              

Total (All Services) 32,742$    26,371$        19,059$           12,389$          

Dollar Increase 1,603$      1,290$          935$                605$               

effective July 1, 2019 (1)

PER DWELLING UNIT

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT CHARGES

Notes
1. With 5.2 per cent indexing
2. Includes indexing of GO Transit by 3.0 per cent



ATTACHMENT #2

REGION OF DURHAM

SERVICE CATEGORY
Effective    

July 1, 2018
Effective        

July 1, 2019 (1)

$ $

Regional Roads 8.54            8.98                   
Water Supply 3.51            3.69                   
Sanitary Sewerage 5.88            6.19                   
Regional Transit 0.54            0.57                   
Total (All Services) 18.47$        19.43$               

COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT CHARGES
Per Square Foot of Gross Floor Area

SERVICE CATEGORY
Effective    

July 1, 2018
Effective        

July 1, 2019 (1)

$ $

Regional Roads 3.24            3.41                   
Water Supply 2.80            2.95                   
Sanitary Sewerage 3.38            3.55                   
Regional Transit 0.54            0.57                   
Total (All Services) 9.96$          10.48$               

Per Square Foot of Gross Floor Area
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT CHARGES

SERVICE CATEGORY
Effective    

July 1, 2018
Effective        

July 1, 2019 (1)

$

Regional Roads 7.18            7.55                   
Water Supply 0.86            0.90                   
Sanitary Sewerage 1.05            1.10                   
Regional Transit 0.54            0.57                   
Total (All Services) 9.63$          10.12$               

Notes:
1. With 5.2 per cent indexing

INSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT CHARGES
Per Square Foot of Gross Floor Area

$

















































































































































































































































































































































































































If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 2097. 

The Regional Municipality of Durham 

MINUTES 

DURHAM ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

May 9, 2019 

A meeting of the Durham Active Transportation Committee was held on Thursday, May 9, 
2019, in Meeting Room 1-B, Main Level, Regional Headquarters, 605 Rossland Road 
East, Whitby, at 7:01 PM. 

Present: J. Bate, Oshawa 
M. Gibbons, Scugog 
C. Gray, Clarington 
K. Haines, Ajax 
A. Heywood, Pickering 
R. Kerr, Regional Councillor, Oshawa 
J. Martin, Brock 
P. Smith, Uxbridge 

Also 
Present:  R. Lalonde, Whitby 

S. Lee, Regional Councillor, Alternate, Ajax 

Staff 
Present: A. Caruso, Senior Planner, Transportation Planning, Planning and 

Economic Development 
S. McEleney, Transit Planner, Transportation Planning, Planning and 

Economic Development 
G. Muller, Director of Planning 
C. Tennisco, Committee Clerk, Corporate Services – Legislative Services 

A. Caruso chaired the meeting until the Election of the Chair and Vice-Chairs. 

1. Election of 2019 Chair and Vice-Chair 

Moved by Councillor Kerr, Seconded by P. Smith, 
That the election of the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Durham 
Trail Co-ordinating Committee (DATC) be deferred to the June 
13, 2019 DATC meeting when a full complement of the 
Committee will be met. 

CARRIED 
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2. Adoption of Minutes 

Moved by P. Smith, Seconded by M. Gibbons, 
That the minutes of the regular meeting of the Durham Trail 
Co-ordinating Committee held on September 13, 2018, be 
adopted. 

CARRIED 

3. Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest. 

4. Presentations 

A) Anthony Caruso, Senior Planner, Transportation Planning, Planning and 
Economic Development Department, re: Durham Active Transportation 
Committee - Welcome & Orientation  

A. Caruso welcomed the members of the Committee and provided a 
PowerPoint presentation titled, “Durham Active Transportation Committee 
- Welcome & Orientation”. 

A. Caruso provided an overview of the Durham Active Transportation 
Committee’s (DATC) role to share knowledge and ideas, and to provide 
insight, feedback, and advice to the Durham Region on active 
transportation matters. 

At this point, the members introduced themselves and provided a 
summary of why they became a member of the DATC, their goals for 
the next four years with respect to the DATC, and their personal 
interests. 

A. Caruso reviewed the history of the Durham Trail Co-ordinating 
Committee (DTCC) and, the rebranding of the DTCC to the DATC with a 
focus on active transportation. 

A. Caruso reviewed the DATC’s Terms of Reference which guide the 
Committee; the minutes; and the administrative items regarding expense 
claims, funding, agenda distribution, and attendance at meetings. 

B) Bruce MacDonald, Durham Region Cycling Coalition, re: Durham 
Region – AT Committee (The Meadoway-Durham)  

B. MacDonald provided a PowerPoint presentation titled, “Meadoway – 
Durham”.  He advised that The Meadoway – Toronto is an accessible 
multi-use trail network that links downtown Toronto to the Rouge 
National Urban Park using hydro corridors.  Hydro corridors have the 
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potential to be re-purposed as accessible, diverse green space that 
permit active trail use. 

B. MacDonald displayed photos depicting the current transformation of a 
hydro power corridor into a 16 kilometre stretch of urban greenspace and 
meadowlands; and the opportunity for pedestrians and cyclists to travel 
the entire length without leaving the path. 

B. MacDonald advised that on April 24, 2019, he attended a Public 
Information Centre for the Meadoway Class EA, hosted by the Toronto 
and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA).  He stated that discussions 
took place regarding the opportunities to expand the Meadoway east of 
Scarborough and the construction of new trail networks. 

He presented photos depicting the existing trails within Durham Region 
and the potential link points to connect to the Meadoway.  He explained 
how the Region of Durham, along with the eight local area municipalities, 
and in partnership with the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority 
(TRCA) could create a “Meadoway – Durham” by expanding its existing 
Trail Networks for an active transportation trail system from Toronto, into 
Scarborough, throughout Durham Region. 

B. MacDonald also outlined the funding initiatives for the Meadoway 
provided by the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority, W. Garfield 
Weston Foundation and the City of Toronto. 

S. McEleney advised that staff is seeking the Committees support and 
endorsement for a “Meadoway – Durham”. 

Discussion ensued regarding initiatives for DATC continuing to work 
with Regional staff, the area municipalities and TRCA in identifying and 
developing linkages between the trails; the challenges presented by 
pinch points; the approximate costs, per kilometre, to build a trail; and 
potential funding opportunities. 

Moved by Councillor Kerr, Seconded by K. Haines, 
That the Durham Active Transportation Committee 
recommends to the Planning & Economic Development 
Committee for approval and subsequent recommendation to 
Regional Council: 

That the concept for a Meadoway-Durham trail network system, to 
promote active transportation in The Regional Municipality of Durham 
be endorsed, in principle. 

CARRIED 
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C) Sandra McEleney, Transit Planner, Transportation Design, Planning and 
Economic Development Department, re: Municipal Comprehensive 
Review Update  

S. McEleney provided a PowerPoint presentation titled, “Municipal 
Comprehensive Review Project Update”. 

Highlights from the presentation included: 
● In 2018, the Region began the review of its Official Plan 
● In 2019, the introduction to the Public Consultation process began 
● Transportation policy work is underway 
● Four Seasons Adventure 

S. McEleney advised that as part of the Public Consultation process, the 
“Agricultural and Rural Systems” and “Climate Change and Sustainability” 
discussion papers were released in 2019 to help facilitate discussion and 
input.  She suggested that the members view the “Envision Durham” 
webpage at durham.ca. 

S. McEleney provided an update on the Transportation Master Plan 
(TMP).  She explained that the TMP is the framework for a multi-modal 
approach to ensure the people and goods move efficiently and in an 
environmentally sustainable way in Durham Region.  She reviewed the 
following the seven (7) directions that serve as the framework for this 
plan: Strengthen the bond between land use and transportation; Elevate 
the role of integrated public transit including Rapid Transit; Make 
walking and cycling more practical and attractive; Promote sustainable 
travel choices; Improve goods movement to support economic 
development; and Invest strategically in the transportation system. 

S. McEleney explained how transportation fits into the Municipal 
Comprehensive Review (MCR) process and outlined the following six 
subject areas of the MCR: Agricultural & Rural System; Climate 
Change & Sustainability; Growth Management; the Environment & 
Greenlands System; Transportation System; and Housing.  She noted 
that DATC is a key resource and their input will be sought on the 
transportation polices for the new Official Plan. 

S. McEleney advised that the MCR transportation team will be 
attending the June 13, 2019 DATC meeting. It was suggested the 
Committee review the following documents prior to the next meeting: 
• Discussion Paper - www.durham.ca/envisiondurham  
• Current Official Plan (how it treats active transportation, land use, 

transit) - www.durham.ca 
• Transportation Master Plan (TMP) (current directions for active 

transportation in Durham) www.durhamtmp.ca 

http://www.durham.ca/envisiondurham
https://www.durham.ca/en/doing-business/resources/Documents/PlanningandDevelopment/Official-Plan/2017-Durham-Regional-Official-Plan-Consolidation.pdf
https://durhamtmp.files.wordpress.com/2018/07/durhamtmp_finalreport_2018-07-09-web-accessible.pdf
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5. Discussion Items 

A) Durham Active Transportation Committee (DATC), re: 2019 Draft Workplan 

A copy of the Durham Active Transportation Committee (DATC) 2019 
Draft Workplan was received as Attachment #2 to the agenda. 

A. Caruso provided an overview of the 2019 Workplan initiatives. 

Discussion ensued regarding DATC’s support for initiatives such as the 
Active and Safe Routes to School; the Bike Month 2019 programs; and 
the potential for inclusion and partnering with the local area 
municipalities and their Active Transportation Committees on future 
initiatives within Durham Region. 

Moved by P. Smith, Seconded by M. Gibbons, 
That the Durham Active Transportation Committee 
recommends to the Planning & Economic Development 
Committee for approval and subsequent recommendation to 
Regional Council: 

That the proposed 2019 Durham Active Transportation Committee 
(DATC) Workplan be amended as follows, and as amended, be 
approved: 

• Insert the following new bullet after the last bullet: 'Identify and 
advance initiatives to improve communication and 
collaboration between the Region and the eight local area 
municipalities’ Active Transportation Committees'. 

CARRIED 

6. Information Items 

A) Report #2019-P-8: Durham Active Transportation Committee (DACT) 
Membership Appointments, File: A01-40   

A copy of Report #2019-P-8 of the Commissioner of Planning and 
Economic Development was received as Attachment #3 to the agenda. 

B) Report #2019-P-18: Durham Regional Cycling Plan Update, File: A01-40  

A copy of Report #2019-P-18 of the Commissioner of Planning and 
Economic Development was received as Attachment #4 to the agenda. 

Moved by J. Bate, Seconded by Councillor Kerr, 
That Information Items A) and B) be received for information. 

CARRIED 
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A. Caruso advised that Report #2019-P-24: Durham Active 
Transportation Committee (DATC) Membership Appointment – Town of 
Whitby Nominee, re: Ron Lalonde, was adopted by the Planning & 
Economic Development Committee at their meeting held on May 7, 2019 
and will be considered at the May 29, 2019 Council meeting. 

7. Other Business 

A) Active Transportation Initiatives in the Region of Durham  

Discussion ensued regarding the need for the Region and the local area 
municipalities’ continuing support to promote active and sustainable 
active transportation options including improved road and cycling 
segments to the GO Train Stations, north and south of Highway 401; 
and the Joseph Kolodzie Oshawa Creek Bike Path to the Waterfront 
Trail. 

B) Bike to Work Day  

A. Caruso advised that the Region will be hosting the Bike to Work Day 
event from May 27 to June 30, 2019. 

8. Next Meeting 

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Durham Active 
Transportation Advisory Committee will be held on Thursday, June 13, 
2019, in Room 1-B, Regional Headquarters Building, 605 Rossland 
Road East, Whitby, at 7:00 PM. 

9. Adjournment 

Moved by M. Gibbon, Seconded by C. Gray, 
That the meeting be adjourned. 

CARRIED 

The meeting adjourned at 8:52 PM. 

A. Caruso, Senior Planner, Transportation 
Planning, Planning and Economic 
Development 

 
C. Tennisco, Committee Clerk 



If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 2097. 

The Regional Municipality of Durham 

MINUTES 

DURHAM AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

May 14, 2019 

A regular meeting of the Durham Agricultural Advisory Committee was held on Tuesday, 
May 14, 2019 in Boardroom 1-B, Regional Municipality of Durham Headquarters, 605 
Rossland Road East, Whitby at 7:30 PM 

Present: T. Barrie, Clarington 
 D. Bath-Hadden, Regional Councillor 
 Z. Cohoon, Federation of Agriculture, Chair 
 N. Guthrie, Member at Large 
 B. Howsam, Member at Large 

K. Kemp, Scugog 
K. Kennedy, Member at Large 
P. MacArthur, Oshawa 
F. Puterbough, Member at Large, Vice-Chair 
D. Risebrough, Member at Large 
H. Schillings, Whitby 
B. Smith, Uxbridge 
G. Taylor, Pickering 

 T. Watpool, Brock, Vice-Chair 
 B. Winter, Ajax 

Also 
Present: G. Highet, Regional Councillor 

Absent: G. O’Connor, Member at Large 

Staff 
Present: K. Kilbourne, Senior Planner, Department of Planning and Economic 

Development 
 N. Prasad, Committee Clerk, Corporate Services – Legislative Services 

1. Adoption of Minutes 

Moved by K. Kemp, Seconded by D. Risebrough, 
That the minutes of the Durham Agricultural Advisory Committee 
meeting held on April 9, 2019 be adopted. 

 CARRIED 

2. Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest. 
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At this time, Z. Cohoon requested that committee members take a few 
moments to introduce themselves. 

3. Presentations 

A) Karen Thompson and Matt Porter, Trent University, re: Sustainable 
Agriculture and Food Systems Program  

K. Thompson and M. Porter, Trent University, provided a PowerPoint 
presentation regarding the Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems 
Program at Trent University. 

K. Thompson stated that sustainable agriculture is an integrated system of 
plant and animal production practices that, in the long term, will: produce 
food, fuel and fibre; use resources efficiently while integrating biological 
cycles; sustain farms economically; enhance quality of life; and enhance 
environment quality. 

She stated that some of the benefits of sustainable agriculture are as follows: 

• Reduces inputs that may negatively impact the environment 
• Often uses ecological pest and weed management strategies 
• Cycles nutrients back into the soil for fertility and health 
• Strengthens rural and urban communities 
• Produces viable farm income 
• Promotes human health and connects the consumer to their food 

K. Thompson stated that agricultural sustainability emphasizes the potential 
benefits that arise out of making the best use of both genotypes of crops and 
animals and their agroecological management.  She advised that it does not 
rule out any technologies or practices on ideological grounds provided they 
improve biological and/or economic productivity for farmers and do not harm 
the environment. 

K. Thompson provided an overview of the Sustainable Agriculture and Food 
Systems (SAFS) Program offered at Trent University and stated that the 
program examines links between farm and table, and their implications for 
people, the economy and the environment.  She advised that about 25% of 
the Trent students have a farming background and that students are 
interested in learning experiences where they can learn from real farmers. 

She stated that there are many new and exciting initiatives that are underway 
at Trent which provide opportunities for student leadership and hands-on 
learning in agriculture and food systems.  She further stated that the SAFS 
Program, together with community and campus initiatives, are demonstrating 
the potential for real and positive change in food and farming systems.  She 
requested that anyone interested in partnering with the university contact her 
for further information. 
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4. Discussion Items 

A) Rural and Agricultural Economic Development Update – N. Rutherford  

N. Rutherford provided an update via conference call with regards to the 
following: 

• With regards to the Agricultural Strategy, the consultation sessions, 
online survey and phone interviews have been completed.  The 
consultant is putting together a summary report and preparing a draft 
strategy and will attend the June DAAC meeting to gather feedback on 
the draft recommendations. 

• The Local Food Business Retention and Expansion Project Report 
and Action Plan will be presented to the Planning and Economic 
Development Committee on June 4, 2019. 

• With regards to the Open house held on April 25, 2019 at the Solina 
Community Centre, the consultant team presented the feasibility study 
report with regards to an agri-food education and event centre in 
Durham Region. The consultant recommended proceeding with a 
business plan and there was some discussion regarding the need for 
more input from the agricultural community.  A survey is being 
considered to collect additional feedback. 

• Agricultural & Rural Affairs is sponsoring the upcoming 2019 
Canadian Plowing Championship.  It will be held on October 2, 3 and 
4, 2019 in Sunderland. 

• The annual Spring Farmers Market will be held at Regional 
headquarters on June 18, 2019. 

Discussion ensued with regards to the uncertain future of the Ontario Food 
Terminal and the impact on local farmers.  N. Rutherford advised that she 
will look into it and provide more information at a subsequent meeting. 

B)  2019 DAAC Farm Tour  

D. Risebrough provided some background on the annual Farm Tours for the 
benefit of the new committee members.  He provided the following update 
with regards to the 2019 DAAC Farm Tour: 

• The Farm Tour is scheduled for September 12, 2019 with a theme of 
“Farm on the Table” and will be held at Willowtree Farms 

• Lunch will be catered by Willowtree Farms and will consist of food 
locally grown by them 

• The Tour will focus on three areas: crops, livestock operations, and 
on-farm processing and retail 

• DAAC will have to rent a tent and washroom facilities 



Durham Agricultural Advisory Committee Page 4 of 7 
May 14, 2019 

• DAAC will have to get picnic tables and organize transportation of 
them 

• Group leaders are needed for the tours 

Discussion ensued with regards to extending invitations to area municipal 
business and tourism local advisory committees. 

C) Report #2019-P-22 re: Proposed Regional Official Plan Amendment – Rural 
Water and Sanitary Sewer Service Connections, File: OPA 2019-001  

A copy of Report #2019-P-22, Proposed Regional Official Plan Amendment – 
Rural Water and Sanitary Sewer Service Connections, was provided as 
Attachment #2 to the Agenda. 

K. Kilbourne advised that a public meeting was held on May 7, 2019 for a 
proposed amendment to the Regional Official Plan.  The report provides 
information related to a proposed amendment to the Durham Regional 
Official Plan to consider future connections to existing municipal water and 
sanitary sewer services outside the Urban Area.  She advised that there are 
approximately 20 geographic areas across the Region where there is an 
existing municipal water service running adjacent to or through a Rural Area, 
and approximately 300 properties with existing uses and vacant lots of record 
that have the potential to connect to an existing water service.  K. Kilbourne 
advised that submissions may be referred to the Planning division for 
consideration. 

It was the consensus of the committee that they strike a sub-committee 
consisting of Z. Cohoon, D. Risebrough and H. Schillings to review the 
materials and meet and discuss comments to be provided at a subsequent 
meeting. 

D) Report #2019-P-23 re: Proposed Regional Official Plan Amendment – 
Surplus Farm Dwelling Severance, Beverley Turf Farms Ltd., Township of 
Brock, File: OPA 2019-002  

A copy of Report #2019-P-23, Application to Amend the Durham Regional 
Official Plan, submitted by Beverley Turf Farms Ltd., to permit the severance 
of a dwelling rendered surplus as a result of the consolidation of non-abutting 
farm parcels, in the Township of Brock, File: OPA 2019-002 as well as a 
copy of the Application were provided as Attachments #3 and #4 to the 
Agenda. 

Discussion ensued with regards to the details surrounding the proposed 
severance. 
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Moved by D. Risebrough, Seconded by T. Watpool, 
That the Durham Agricultural Advisory Committee supports the 
Application to Amend the Durham Regional Official Plan, submitted 
by Beverley Turf Farms Ltd., to permit the severance of a non-
abutting surplus farm dwelling in the Township of Brock, File: OPA 
2019-002. 

 CARRIED 

E) Report #2019-A-18 re: Durham Community Energy Plan  

A copy of Report #2019-A-18, Approval in Principal of the Durham 
Community Energy Plan (DCEP), was provided as Attachment #5 to the 
Agenda. 

Moved by D. Risebrough, Seconded by F. Puterbough, 
That the Durham Agricultural Advisory Committee endorses the 
Durham Community Energy Plan, in principle, as set out in Report 
#2019-A-18 of the Director of Corporate Policy and Strategic 
Initiatives. 

 CARRIED 

F) Envision Durham Update  

K. Kilbourne provided a PowerPoint presentation with regards to Envision 
Durham.  She provided an overview of the Public Opinion Survey Responses 
related to the topic of agriculture and rural areas. 

Highlights of the presentation included: 

• An overview of consultation and engagement to date on the 
Agriculture and Rural Discussion Paper 

• Summary of multiple choice survey responses 
• Summary of open-ended question responses 

Discussion ensued with regards to road infrastructure and extensions.  It 
was the consensus of the committee to strike a sub-committee consisting of 
B. Howsam, K. Kemp, F. Puterbough and B. Smith to discuss comments to 
be provided on the Envision Durham Agriculture and Rural Discussion Paper. 

5. Information Items 

A) Report #2019-P-10 DAAC Membership Appointments and Report #2019-P-
14 DAAC and DEAC Membership Appointments  

Copies of Report #2019-P-10, Durham Agricultural Advisory Committee 
Membership Appointments and Report #2019-P-14, Durham Agricultural 
Advisory Committee Membership Appointment and Durham Environmental 
Advisory Committee Membership Appointments were provided as 
Attachments #6 and #7 to the Agenda and received. 
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B) Report #2019-EDT-5 Regional Comments on Proposed Amalgamation of the 
Oshawa and Hamilton Port Authorities  

A copy of Report #2019-EDT-5, Proposed Amalgamation of the Oshawa and 
Hamilton Port Authorities was provided as Attachment #8 to the Agenda and 
received. 

Discussion ensued with regards to the benefits of the proposed 
amalgamation. 

C) Report #2019-P-18 Durham Regional Cycling Plan Update  

A copy of Report #2019-P-18, Durham Region Cycling Plan Update, was 
provided as Attachment #9 to the Agenda and received. 

D) Report #2019-P-26 Envision Durham Climate Change and Sustainability 
Discussion Paper  

A copy of Report #2019-P-26, Envision Durham – Climate Change and 
Sustainability Discussion Paper, was provided as Attachment #10 to the 
Agenda and received. 

6. Other Business 

A) Ontario Federation of Agriculture Webinar  

K. Kilbourne advised that the Ontario Federation of Agriculture requested 
that Durham Region staff participate in a webinar on best practices of 
agricultural advisory committees.  N. Rutherford and K. Kilbourne will be 
participating in the webinar scheduled for May 23, 2019. 

B) Farm 911 – The Emily Project  

N. Rutherford advised that she attended a meeting with other staff members 
from the Region with regards to the Farm 911 Emily Project.  She advised 
that there was detailed discussion about implementing a program for all 
municipalities with regards to the 911 signage.  She further advised that 
details surrounding consistency, approach, signage and cost still have to be 
decided and will report back to the Committee when further information is 
available. 

C) Scugog Agricultural Round Table Meeting  

Z. Cohoon advised that the Township of Scugog had their Agricultural Round 
Table Meeting on March 26, 2019.  He advised that several topics were 
discussed and updates were provided with regards to: agricultural fire 
permits; proposed site alteration by-laws; road drainage; and on-farm 
diversified uses. 
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7. Date of Next Meeting 

The next regular meeting of the Durham Agricultural Advisory Committee 
will be held on Tuesday, June 11, 2019 starting at 7:30 PM in Boardroom 1-
B, Level 1, 605 Rossland Road East, Whitby. 

8. Adjournment 

Moved by B. Winter, Seconded by B. Smith, 
That the meeting be adjourned. 

CARRIED 

The meeting adjourned at 9:24 PM 

Z. Cohoon, Chair, Durham 
Agricultural Advisory Committee 

N. Prasad, Committee Clerk 



If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 2097. 

The Regional Municipality of Durham 

MINUTES 

DURHAM ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

May 16, 2019 

A regular meeting of the Durham Environmental Advisory Committee was held on 
Thursday, May 16, 2019 in Boardroom 1-B, Regional Municipality of Durham 
Headquarters, 605 Rossland Road East, Whitby at 7:01 PM. 

Present: G. Carpentier, Scugog, Chair  
S. Clearwater, Whitby 
J. Cuthbertson, Clarington, Second Vice-Chair 
B. Foxton, Uxbridge 
G. Layton, Oshawa 
D. Sallans, Member at Large  
D. Stathopoulos, Member at Large 
M. Thompson, Member at Large 
D. Upadhyay, Youth Member left the meeting at 8:30 PM 
S. Yamada, Regional Councillor, Town of Whitby attended the meeting at 

8:28 PM 

Also  
Present: Regional Chair Henry attended the meeting at 7:11 PM 

Absent: O. Chaudhry, Pickering 
R. Dickinson, Brock 
C. Duffy, Post-Secondary Member 
K. Lui, Member at Large, First Vice-Chair 
K. Murray, Member at Large 

Staff 
Present: A. Luqman, Project Planner, Planning & Economic Development Department 

S. Penak, Committee Clerk, Corporate Services – Legislative Services 

1. Approval of Agenda 

Moved by D. Stathopoulos, Seconded by M. Thompson, 
That the agenda for the May 16, 2019 DEAC meeting, as presented 
be approved. 

CARRIED 

2. Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest. 
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3. Adoption of Minutes 

Moved by D. Stathopoulos, Seconded by B. Foxton, 
That the minutes of the regular DEAC meeting held on Thursday, 
April 18, 2019, be adopted. 

CARRIED  

At the request of Chair Carpentier, A.  Luqman provided an update on the 
Regional Woodland Conservation Management By-law, and D. Upadhyay 
provided an update on the Pollinator Awareness Week at his school as noted 
in the April 19, 2019 DEAC minutes.  

4. Presentations 

A) Envision Durham – Environment & Greenlands Discussion Topics – Kristy 
Kilbourne, Senior Planner  

K. Kilbourne provided a Presentation titled: “Environment and Greenlands 
System Policy and Mapping”. 

Highlights from the presentation included: 

• Envision Durham 
• Provincial Plan Conformity 

• 2014 Provincial Policy Statement 
• 2017 Growth Plan, Greenbelt Plan, Oak Ridges Moraine 

Conservation Plan 
• Source Protection Plans 
• Guidance Documents 

• Conformity Matters  
• Definitions, policies, references to guidance materials 
• Regional Natural Heritage System 
• Refinement of the Major Open Space Areas Designation 

• Envision Durham – Public Opinion Survey Results 
• Ranked extremely important to very important 

• Changes and trends 
• Durham’s Environmental Focus  
• Regional Official Plan (ROP) Basis, Goals, Directions  
• Policy Considerations  
• Mapping Considerations 

• Waiting on data from watersheds and conservation authorities   

K. Kilbourne informed the Committee that the Region recently initiated a 
review of the Regional Official Plan (ROP) that provides policies that guide 
development and growth in the Region. She stated that Planning Staff 
wanted to engage DEAC early in the Envision Durham process and get 
DEAC’s preliminary feedback on key topics related to the environment and 
the Greenlands system.  
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K. Kilbourne provided the following questions to DEAC for their consideration 
and input: 

• Are there any trends that have been missed that should be reviewed and 
considered in the environmental context? 

• Are there area municipal or conservation authority environment-focused 
documents/plans/strategies the Region should be considering through 
Envision Durham? Or examples of best practices from other jurisdictions? 

• Is the ROP basis, goals and direction still appropriate? 
• Are there any policy considerations that are missing and should be 

considered? 

The Committee discussed the following trends that should be reviewed and 
considered in the environmental context: 

• Soil Conservation (health, tracking of carbon content, permeability, and 
compaction) 

• Flood Management  
• Contents of septage 
• The issues with single-use and other plastics (management of plastics, 

recycling, and all other litter)  
• Opportunities to use the natural features of Durham Region (the 

challenge becomes the more the population grows, the more degraded 
natural features become)  
• Example – An uncontrolled trail development such as a biking trail – 

but not enough thought on trail placement 

Discussion ensued regarding the modernization of the language in the ROP, 
such as replacing “protected” (old language), with “regenerating”; indicating 
where resources were removed for developments, such as the 407 lands; 
the importance of re-vegetating sooner rather than later; and if trees are 
being planted, ensure it is a native species of tree.  

K. Kilbourne advised that next steps will include consultation with the 
Province in June 2019. 

K. Kilbourne responded to questions from the Committee regarding whether 
federal policy and legislation is being monitored; the potential misuse of the 
words “hazardous forest types”; wildfire models that are currently in place; 
what public reporting and public dashboards will be available to ensure the 
strategic plan stays on course; policy enforcement at the local level; and First 
Nations being an overarching principle in policy considerations. 

5. Items for Action 

A) Review and approval of the 2020 DEAC Meeting Schedule  

A copy of the 2020 DEAC Meeting Schedule was received as Attachment #2 
to the agenda. 
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Moved by J. Cuthbertson, Seconded by S. Clearwater, 
That the 2020 DEAC Meeting Schedule be approved. 

CARRIED 

6. Items for Discussion/Input 

A) Update on Ajax DEAC Representative  

A. Luqman advised that the Ajax DEAC representative has resigned. She 
informed the Committee that the Town of Ajax has been notified and they will 
be picking another representative at their next Council meeting. 

B) 2019 Presentation Topics  

A. Luqman stated that several presentation topics have been identified 
through DEAC’s workplan and asked the Committee whether they had any 
additional requests for 2019. The following additional areas were identified: 

• Septage Waste 
• Pollinator Conservation 
• Current work on Lake Scugog (Re-inventing the lake)  
• De-Carbonizing our infrastructure  
• Durham Community Energy Plan (Durham’s Climate Strategy) 

C) Commissioner’s Report #2019-P-26 – Envision Durham Climate Change & 
Sustainability Discussion Paper  

A copy of Report #2019-P-26 of the Commissioner of Planning & Economic 
Development was received as Attachment #3 to the agenda. 

D) New application for a Regionally-Initiated Official Plan Amendment – Rural 
Water and Sanitary Sewer Service Connections, ROPA 2019-001  

A copy of the new application for a Regionally-Initiated Official Plan 
Amendment – Rural Water and Sanitary Sewer Service Connections, ROPA 
2019-001was received as Attachment #4 to the agenda. 

7. For Information 

A) Commissioner’s Report #2019-A-18 – Approval of Durham Community 
Energy Plan (DCEP)  

A copy of Report #2019-A-18 of the Director of Corporate Policy and 
Strategic Initiatives was received as Attachment #5 to the agenda. 
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B) Memorandum from the Planning Policy Section Comments, re: Draft 
Regional Woodland Conservation Management By-law  

A copy of the Memorandum from the Planning Policy Section, re: Draft 
Regional Woodland Conservation Management By-law was received as 
Attachment #6 to the agenda. 

Discussion ensued regarding the consideration of the removal of the root 
structures of trees and how that is being dealt with in the Region; and why 
Norway Maples would be removed if the trees provide broad canopies to 
help mitigate climate change. It was noted that if Norway Maples are 
removed, then a native species of tree could replace it. 

C) Commissioner’s Report #2019-A-14 – Durham Region Roundtable on 
Climate Change (DRRCC) 2018 Annual Report and 2019 Workplan  

A copy of Report #2019-A-14 of the Director of Corporate Policy and 
Strategic Initiatives was received as Attachment #7 to the agenda. 

J. Cuthbertson, regarding the DRRCC’s vision, Section 2.1 of Report #2019-
A-14 of the Director of Corporate Policy and Strategic Initiatives, stated that 
the Region being carbon neutral is not acceptable or coherent. 

Discussion ensued regarding Durham’s Five Million Trees Program. The 
Committee noted a disconnect between the industry and what is happening 
through climate change and the considerable decrease in corporate 
sponsorship. 

Further discussion ensued regarding a potential excess inventory of trees on 
Conservation Authority lands with no means to move them off their property 
and into the ground. 

Moved by J. Cuthbertson, Seconded by S. Clearwater, 
That we recommend to the Planning and Economic Development 
Committee and subsequent recommendation to Regional Council: 

That the Durham Environmental Advisory Committee (DEAC) requests 
Regional Chair Henry’s support in contacting the Conservation Authorities 
(CA) in Durham Region regarding a potential excess inventory of trees on CA 
lands and the possibility of these trees being re-planted in Durham Region. 

CARRIED 

D) Correspondence to John Henry, Regional Chair and Chief Executive Officer, 
from the Honourable Francois-Philippe Champagne, P.C., M.P., Minister of 
Infrastructure and Communities, re: regarding the Government of Canada 
providing an additional $2.2 billion to the Gas Tax Fund  

A copy of the correspondence to John Henry, Regional Chair and Chief 
Executive Officer, from the Honourable Francois-Philippe Champagne, P.C., 
M.P., Minister of Infrastructure and Communities, regarding the Government 
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of Canada providing an additional $2.2 billion to the Gas Tax Fund was 
received as Attachment #8 to the agenda. 

E) Correspondence to Durham Region from Cheryl Gallant, MP, Renfrew-
Nipissing-Pembroke, re: Bill C-68 revising changes to the Fisheries Act  

A copy of the correspondence to Durham Region from Cheryl Gallant, MP, 
Renfrew-Nipissing-Pembroke, re: Bill C-68 revising changes to the Fisheries 
Act was received as Attachment #9 to the agenda. 

F) Commissioner’s Report #2019-INFO-21 – Monitoring of Land Division 
Committee Decisions of the March 18, 2019 meeting  

A copy of Report #2019-INFO-21 of the Commissioner of Planning & 
Economic Development was received as Attachment #10 to the agenda. 

G) Memorandum from John Henry, Regional Chair and CEO – re: Letter to Phill 
Verster, President and CEO, Metrolinx, regarding Lakeshore East GO Rail 
Extension to Bowmanville  

A copy of the memorandum from John Henry, Regional Chair and CEO – re: 
Letter to Phill Verster, President and CEO, Metrolinx, regarding Lakeshore 
East GO Rail Extension to Bowmanville was received as Attachment #11 to 
the agenda. 

Discussion ensued regarding the expected growth in Durham Region and 
where the growth is expected to occur. 

Chair Henry informed the Committee that there will be two public meetings 
held by Metrolinx on May 21, 2019 and May 22, 2019 to discuss four options 
with regards to the route of the proposed Bowmanville GO train extension. A. 
Luqman advised that she would send out the details of the public meetings to 
the committee. 

H) Central Lake Ontario Conservation Authority (CLOCA) – re: Resolution 
passed at their meeting held on March 19, 2019, regarding Port Darlington 
Shoreline Hazard Study  

A copy of the Central Lake Ontario Conservation Authority (CLOCA) – re: 
Resolution passed at their meeting held on March 19, 2019, regarding Port 
Darlington Shoreline Hazard Study was received as Attachment #12 to the 
agenda. 

I) Commissioner’s Report #2019-INFO-26 – Disposal of Material Collected by 
Hydrovac Trucks  

A copy of Report #2019-INFO-26 of the Commissioner of Works was 
received as Attachment #13 to the agenda. 
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Chair Carpentier stated that there will be proposed legislation on the 
Environmental Bill of Registry that deals with this topic coming soon. 

J) Rob Bradford, Executive Director, Toronto and Area Road Builders 
Association (TARBA) – re: Requesting Durham Region to support the reuse 
of aggregate recovered from construction sites  

A copy of the correspondence to Durham Regional Council from Rob 
Bradford, Executive Director, Toronto and Area Road Builders Association 
(TARBA), requesting support from Durham Region for the reuse of 
aggregate recovered from construction sites was received as Attachment 
#14 to the agenda. 

Moved by D. Stathopoulos, Seconded by M. Thompson, 
That Information Items 7A) to 7J) inclusive, be received for 
information. 

CARRIED 

7. Other Business 

A) Blackstock Landfill Mining Pilot Project  

Regional Chair Henry shared with the Committee the success of the 
Blackstock Landfill Mining Pilot Project which recovered previously buried 
recyclable materials for market. He stated that the land was reclaimed back 
to its original state, and the tires that were mined were re-purposed into lids 
for recycling boxes. 

In response to a question, staff advised that they would find out the 
estimated costs to re-claim the landfill and inform the Committee. 

B) Great Canadian Birdathon 2019  

G. Carpentier announced that he will be taking part in the 2019 Great 
Canadian Birdathon.  

C) Staff Liaison Update  

A. Luqman showed the Committee the DEAC workplan with the addition of a 
progress column as discussed at the April 18, 2019 DEAC meeting. She also 
highlighted the additions of the Durham Community Energy Plan and the 
addition of the Durham Active Transportation Committee. 

A. Luqman advised that the DEAC awards subcommittee will need to be 
formed at the June 20, 2019 DEAC meeting and she will send out details 
about what it entails.  

A. Luqman also advised that there is a new seminar series being done by 
graduate students and will email the link to the Committee. 
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D) Climate Resilience  

It was the consensus of the committee to add Climate Resilience to the next 
DEAC agenda for discussion. 

E) Bettering Environmental Stewardship & Technology Conference, Vancouver, 
British Columbia  

  M. Thompson advised the Committee that he recently attended the Bettering 
Environmental Stewardship & Technology Conference, in Vancouver, British 
Columbia (BC). He advised that he attended a few sessions on a variety of 
topics that included BCs soil framework (different in BC because they 
struggle with salt contamination); and historical coal mining.  

8. Next Meeting 
The next regular meeting of the Durham Environmental Advisory Committee 
will be held on Thursday, June 20, 2019 starting at 7:00 PM in Boardroom 1-
B, Level 1, 605 Rossland Road East, Whitby. 

9. Adjournment 

Moved by S. Clearwater, Seconded by G. Layton, 
That the meeting be adjourned. 

CARRIED 

The meeting adjourned at 9:08 PM 

G. Carpentier, Chair, Durham 
Environmental Advisory Committee 

 

S. Penak, Committee Clerk 



If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 2097. 

Regional Municipality of Durham 

MINUTES 

DURHAM REGION ROUNDTABLE ON CLIMATE CHANGE 

May 17, 2019 

A regular meeting of the Durham Region Roundtable on Climate Change was held on 
Friday, May 17, 2019 in Council Chambers, Regional Municipality of Durham 
Headquarters, 605 Rossland Road East, Whitby at 1:06 PM. 

Present: Regional Chair Henry attended the meeting at 1:25 PM 
E. Baxter-Trahair, Chief Administrative Officer 
J. Davies, Citizen Member 
C. Desbiens, Citizen Member 
Councillor Highet, Planning & Economic Development Committee 
J. Kinniburgh, Citizen Member 
J. Koke, Citizen Member, attended the meeting at 1:16 PM 
Councillor Leahy, Finance & Administration Committee, attended the 

meeting at 1:26 PM 
R. Plaza, Citizen Member, attended the meeting at 1:07 PM 
K. Senyk, Citizen Member 
K. Shadwick, Citizen Member 

Absent: B. Cochrane, Citizen Member  
Councillor Chapman, Health and Social Services Committee 
Councillor Crawford, Works Committee 
T. Hall, Citizen Member 
D. Hoornweg, Citizen Member, Chair 
G. MacPherson, Citizen Member 
C. Mee, Citizen Member 
M. Vroegh, Citizen Member, Vice-Chair 

Staff 
Present: C. Goodchild, Manager, Policy Planning & Special Studies 

S. Hardman, Manager, Corporative Initiatives, Office of the CAO 
B. Kelly, Manager of Sustainability, Office of the CAO 
C. Tennisco, Committee Clerk, Corporate Services – Legislative Services 

In the absence of the Committee Chair and Vice-Chair, the Committee Clerk 
called for a motion to appoint an Acting Chair for the meeting. 

Moved by Councillor Highet, Seconded by K. Senyk, 
That E. Baxter-Trahair, Chief Administrative Officer, be appointed 
as Acting Chair of the Durham Region Roundtable on Climate 
Change Committee for this meeting. 

CARRIED 

E. Baxter-Trahair assumed the Chair for the remainder of the meeting. 
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E. Baxter-Trahair introduced and welcomed the new citizen members to the
Durham Region Roundtable on Climate Change Committee.

1. Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.

2. Adoption of Minutes

Moved by K. Shadwick, Seconded by Councillor Highet,
That the minutes of the regular Durham Region Roundtable on 
Climate Change meeting held on April 12, 2019, be adopted. 

CARRIED 

3. A High-Level Vulnerability Assessment of Durham Region’s Food
System

A) Dr. Joel Baetz, Professor, Trent University at Durham, regarding A High-
Level Vulnerability Assessment of Durham Region’s Food System

J. Baetz provided a Report titled “A High-Level Vulnerability Assessment of
Durham Region’s Food System” and a corresponding PowerPoint
presentation titled: “A High-Level Vulnerability Assessment of Durham
Region’s Food System: Research and Recommendations”.  An electronic
copy of the Report and Presentation was received as Attachment #2 and #3,
respectively, to the agenda.

J. Baetz advised that the Report is the result of the collaboration between
Trent University and Durham Region.  The research was generated by nine
students as part of Trent University’s Communications and Critical Thinking
Program: Capstone Course for the Regional Municipality of Durham on food
system resilience in the event of an environmental crisis; and it contributes to
the development and future study of the Region of Durham’s Emergency
Master Plan to address food security.

J. Baetz stated that as the climate changes, Durham Region will be faced with
more frequent and intense weather events that will challenge its communities
to provide and deliver adequate food and water. He added that the focus of
this Report is to identify the risks that climate change poses to food
distribution and access in Durham Region during a crisis, and provide
recommendations to mitigate the risks to ensure the Region’s food system is
more resilient in the event of an environmental crisis.

J. Baetz provided an update on the key features of Durham Region’s Food
System (Distribution and Access).  He advised that the Report recommends
raising the awareness about the likelihood and severity of extreme climate
events; to develop and share a common understanding of the food system
resilience; and map the last mile of food distribution in an emergency.
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J. Baetz identified the four (4) major vulnerabilities in the food system: 
● an extreme weather event (flooding or ice storms) is a significant 

challenge to provide food to people who are already food insecure 
● food distribution and access will become a serious issue in the Region’s 

northern municipalities in a crisis as there are fewer grocery stores for a 
dispersed population 

● food assistance organizations (FAOs) are unprepared to deal with the 
current and increased demand during a crisis 

● people’s ability to distribute and access food would be impacted by a full 
or partial blockage of Highway 401. 

J. Baetz stated that, to offset the vulnerabilities, the Report recommends the 
Region support food assistance organizations (FAOs) in the development 
and coordination of their own emergency plans; and in the development of 
food safety emergency protocols. 

Discussion ensued regarding public private / partnerships for food security; 
FAOs initiatives for the project; equitable and sustainable local proactive 
food systems; and the inclusion of faith-based organizations, similar to the 
Brampton Lighthouse Project, as part of the local emergency plan.   

It was suggested that an education awareness program on food security 
during a crisis be developed in partnership with the Durham District School 
Board for the students. 

The Committee thanked the Trent University project team and staff that 
contributed to this project. 

4. Next Steps on the Durham Community Energy Plan 

A) Brian Kelly, Manager of Sustainability, Region of Durham  

B. Kelly provided a presentation titled: “Next Steps on the Durham Community 
Energy Plan”.  An electronic copy of the presentation was received as 
Attachment #4 to the agenda.  He advised that staff is looking for comments 
from the Committee on the six (6) Programs outlined in the Durham 
Community Energy Plan (DCEP), and noted that the Low Carbon Pathway 
(LCP) is the preferred scenario. 

B. Kelly outlined the assumptions of the 22 measures for implementation to 
achieve Durham Regions’ Green House Gas (GHG) emissions targets outlined 
in the DCEP. 

Highlights from the presentation included: 

• Current Status and Schedule 
• Description of Energy Scenarios 
• Energy Investments and Savings by Decade 
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• Sources of Capital Investment 
• Programs 

B. Kelly provided an overview of the following six (6) high priority rograms to 
achieve GHG targets: 

1. Durham Green Standard: Enhanced energy performance for new 
buildings 
Committee Comments included: 
● Green build options for interior design and exterior architecture 
● Provide financial incentives to offset building green costs including an 

approval process to incentivize builders (lower fees); tax incentives for 
Land Transfer costs at time of sale and municipal property levy 
programs; and residential energy efficiency measures for mortgage 
flexibility to reflect the cost savings being offset by utility efficiencies  

● Offer Net Zero Ready programs: a step to Net Zero; Net Zero energy 
labelling; potential Durham Green Standard gigajoule ratings to 
contextualize monies 

● Introduce Fatal Light Awareness (FLAP) Program guidelines 

2. Durham Deep Retrofit Program: Transforming existing buildings 
Committee Comments included: 
● Property Accessed Clean Energy (PACE) / Local Improvement 

Charges (LIC) repayment mechanisms 
● Collaboration among the government, utilities and private sectors for 

retrofit funding initiatives 
● Building retrofits as a major source of economic development 
● Financing models to borrow from investments such as Retirement 

Saving Plans (RSPs) to reinvest in housing energy efficiencies, 
resulting in lower energy costs and saving that could be reinvested at 
the time of sale 

● Creating local job opportunities 

3. Renewable Energy Co-operative: Stimulating local renewable energy 
projects 
Committee Comments included: 
● Promoting an institutional mechanism to assist with opportunities to 

finance renewable energy projects 
4. Electric Vehicle Joint Venture: Happy motoring 

Committee Comments included: 
● Electric Vehicles (EVs) and Zero Emission Vehicles (ZEVs) incentives 

for Federal vehicle grants, charging station funding and targets to 
achieve DCEP benefits 

● Focus on the roles of municipalities, utilities and vehicle dealerships to 
enable, promote and undertake rapid electrification including dedicated 
charge points 
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● EV and ZEV privileges for priority road lane usage and parking 
incentives 

● Hydro incentives for EV and ZEV dedicated charge point for residential 
homes 

B. Kelly responded to a question regarding the percentage of Durham Region’s 
fleet that are EVs to-date. 
5. Education and Outreach Program: Engaging the community 
6. Co-ordinating Land-use Policies: Sustainable growth 
Due to time restraints, it was the consensus of the Committee that Item 5. 
and Item 6. be deferred to the June 21, 2019 meeting for discussion. 

5. New Durham Region Strategic Plan 

A) Sonya Hardman, Manager of Corporate Initiatives, Office of the CAO, 
Region of Durham  

E. Baxter-Trahair provided an overview on the development of the new 
Strategic Plan for the Region of Durham to guide the Region through the 
next four to five years.  She advised that issues pertaining to Climate 
Change and the environment will be a component of the new Strategic Plan. 

S. Hardman provided a presentation titled: “Durham Region’s New Strategic 
Plan”.  She advised that as part of the Region’s efforts to reach out to the 
community and its stakeholders, staff will be looking to the Committee for its 
expertise and input on priorities for the new Strategic Plan.  An electronic 
copy of the presentation was received as Attachment #5 to the agenda. 

Highlights from the presentation included: 

• Strategic Planning Process 
○ Four Main Steps or Components 

1. Analyzing Our Current State 
2. Defining Our Preferred Future State 
3. Determining Our Key Objectives and Strategies 
4. Implementation and Evaluation 

● Key Questions for Consideration 
● Additional Opportunities to Get Involved 

S. Hardman explained that currently the Region is at Step 1 and Step 2 of the 
four main components for the Strategic Plan process. 

She presented the following three (3) key questions for the Committee 
members’ input: 

1. What challenges are we currently facing as a Region? 
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Committee Comments included: 
● Lack of social infrastructure at the local municipal level and whether we 

have what we need to respond to challenges in our communities; 
● Promote and voice the Region of Durham’s natural economic wealth 

such as agriculture and tourism; 
● What are the opportunities as a Region, along with the local area 

municipalities, to leverage the population growth in a positive and 
meaningful way in terms of the predicted impact it will have on the 
green house gases. 

2. Given these challenges, what are the top priorities or most pressing issues 
that we need to focus on over the next 5 years? 

Committee Comments included: 
● The need to increase social infrastructure at the local level, to respond 

to the challenges in our community.  How do we bring the power back 
to the Region and community, when the Federal and Provincial levels 
of government no longer provide what the community is looking for; 

● When working with the developers, that the Region ensure that land is 
allocated for future urban farms to promote greater food security. 

3. What do we want Durham Region to be known for? 

Committee Comments included: 
● Leveraging energy efficiencies to offset the increase in the green 

house gases; 
● The Region look for opportunities for social corporate responsibility to 

build strength among the people, along with leveraging new up and 
coming entrepreneurs; 

● The Region be known as a haven and welcoming municipality for their 
creative economy and attracting people of the arts, its role in the 
economy, and the communities; 

● Turning democracy up-side down, by taking the party system out of 
government, promoting transparency and engaging citizens in 
decision-making; exploring collaborative processes; 

● That an option exists for the residents to make a donation on their 
municipal taxes to contribute to a “Green Fund” program. 

6. Other Business 

A) Commissioner’s Report #2019-P-26 – Envision Durham: Introduction of the 
Climate Change and Sustainability Discussion Paper  

A copy of Report #2019-P-26 of the Commissioner of Planning and 
Economic Development was received as Attachment #6 to the agenda. 
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C. Goodchild, Manager of Policy Planning and Special Studies, Planning and 
Economic Development Department, advised that the “Climate Change and 
Sustainability” Discussion Paper is the second paper in a series to be 
released as part of Envision Durham, the first being the “Agricultural and 
Rural” Discussion Paper.  A third paper: “Urban System” Discussion Paper 
will be released next month.  She noted that any documents regarding 
Envision Durham and the Municipal Comprehensive Review (MCR) are 
available on the Regional website. 

7.  Date of Next Meeting 

7.1 2019 Meeting Schedule  

The Committee Clerk provided an update on the request by staff to return to 
a monthly Durham Region Roundtable on Climate Change meeting 
schedule.  She advised that Regional Council reconsidered the Schedule at 
their April 24, 2019 meeting and approved the addition of a May 17, 2019 
and October 18, 2019 meeting. 

E. Baxter-Trahair asked that a copy of the new 2019 Durham Region 
Roundtable on Climate Change meeting schedule be available on the 
Regional website and provided to the Committee. 

The next regular meeting of the Durham Region Roundtable on Climate 
Change will be held on Friday, June 21, 2019 starting at 1:00 PM in Room 
LL-C, Regional Headquarters Building, 605 Rossland Road East, Whitby. 

Subsequent to the meeting, the June 21, 2019 meeting was cancelled. 

8. Adjournment 

Moved by K. Shadwick, Seconded by Councillor Highet, 
That the meeting be adjourned. 

CARRIED 

The meeting adjourned at 2:50 PM. 

E. Baxter-Trahair, Chief Administrative Officer, 
Acting-Chair, Durham Region Roundtable on 
Climate Change 

C. Tennisco, Committee Clerk 



If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 2097. 

The Regional Municipality of Durham 

Minutes 

Energy From Waste – Waste Management Advisory Committee 

Tuesday, May 28, 2019 

A meeting of the Energy From Waste – Waste Management Advisory Committee was 
held on Tuesday, May 28, 2019 in Room 1-A, Regional Headquarters, 605 Rossland 
Road East, Whitby, at 7:00 PM. 

Present: G. Rocoski, Oshawa, Chair 
S. Elhajjeh, Clarington, Vice-Chair 
W. Basztyk, Brock 
W. Bracken, Clarington 
A. Burrows, Ajax 
T. Farrell, Brock 
C. McLean, Ajax 
K. Meydam, Clarington 
H. Sukhu, Clarington 

Non-Voting Members 
Present: Councillor Joe Neal, Regional Councillor, Municipality of Clarington 
 A. Burke, Senior Planner, Special Projects, Municipality of Clarington 

Councillor Janice Jones, Local Councillor, Municipality of Clarington 

Staff 
Present: G. Anello, Manager, Waste Planning and Technical Services, Works 

Department, Durham Region 
M. White, Systems Support Specialist – Information Technology, 

Durham Region 
D. San Juan, Environmental Health Specialist, Health Department, 

Durham Region 
S. Penak, Committee Clerk, Corporate Services – Legislative 

Services, Durham Region 
Also 
Present: M. Neild, Facility Manager, Covanta 

Councillor John Neal, Regional Councillor, City of Oshawa attended 
the meeting at 7:53 PM 

1. Welcome 

2. Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest. 
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3. Elections 

A) Election of the Chair 

S. Penak, Committee Clerk, called for nominations for the position of 
Chair of the Energy from Waste – Waste Management Advisory 
Committee (EFW-WMAC). 

Moved by W. Basztyk, Seconded by A. Burrows, 
That G. Rocoski be nominated for the position of Chair of 
the Energy from Waste – Waste Management Advisory 
Committee. 

Moved by K. Meydam, Seconded by S. Elhajjeh, 
That nominations be closed. 

CARRIED 

S. Penak asked if G. Rocoski wished to stand. G. Rocoski indicated 
he wished to stand. 

G. Rocoski was acclaimed to the position of Chair of the EFW-
WMAC. 

B) Election of the Vice-Chair 

S. Penak, Committee Clerk, called for nominations for the position of 
Vice-Chair of the Energy from Waste – Waste Management Advisory 
Committee. 

Moved by W. Bracken, Seconded by K. Meydam, 
That S. Elhajjeh be nominated for the position of Vice-Chair 
of the Energy from Waste – Waste Management Advisory 
Committee. 

Moved by W. Basztyk, Seconded by T. Farrell, 
That nominations be closed. 

CARRIED 

S. Penak asked if S. Elhajjeh wished to stand. S. Elhajjeh indicated 
he wished to stand. 

S. Elhajjeh was acclaimed to the position of Vice-Chair of the EFW-
WMAC. 

G. Rocoski assumed the Chair for the remainder of the meeting. 
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4. Adoption of Minutes 

Moved by A. Burrows, Seconded by W. Basztyk, 
That the minutes of the EFW-WMAC meeting held on 
Thursday, April 23, 2019, be adopted. 

CARRIED AS AMENDED 
(See Following Motion) 

Moved by W. Bracken, Seconded by K. Meydam, 
That a new paragraph be added on Page 4 of the April 23, 
2019 EFW-WMAC Minutes, under Item 6 B) Presentation by 
Mirka Januskiewicz, Director, Waste Management Services, 
regarding the Regional Waste Management Program to 
read as follows: 

Concern was expressed that Report #2019-COW-3: 2019 Solid 
Waste Management Servicing and Financing Study that was included 
on the April 23, 2019 EFW-WMAC Agenda under Item 6 B), was not 
addressed by staff during the meeting. A presentation on the 2019 
Solid Waste Management Servicing and Financing Study would have 
been beneficial for the Committee in order to provide feedback before 
a further report went to Regional Council on June 26, 2019. 

CARRIED 

G. Anello informed the Committee that the Environmental 
Assessment (EA) includes: the intent of the EA; what it is; the 
participants; the estimated timelines; and a consultation plan. He 
advised that staff asked for approval in January 2019 to commence 
the EA and $60,000 for consulting assistance which was deferred by 
Council until June 26, 2019 and that Legal staff report back to 
Committee. 

In response to a question, G. Anello summarized the 2019 Solid 
Waste Management Servicing and Financing Study. He advised that 
the study includes recommendations for various studies and a long-
term capital plan. He stated that the studies include a look at: 
injection of oxygen into a landfill to mitigate greenhouse gas 
emissions; the Scott Landfill as a potential landfill mining project; and 
optimizing the waste management facility in the City of Oshawa and 
how the materials can be better utilized. 

G. Anello advised that highlights of the long-term capital plan include: 
repair and replacement of infrastructure and facilities components; 
ongoing landfill projects such as the Blackstock Landfill Mining 
Project (vegetation and construction of a wetland); additional work in 
the City of Oshawa (slope stabilization); and ongoing work at all 
closed landfills. 
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G. Anello advised that the Long-term waste management plan 
consulting Statement of Work (SOW) is currently being compiled and 
the vision has been completed and presented in the S&F report. 

At the request of the Committee, G. Anello advised that he would 
bring a presentation to the next EFW-WMAC meeting regarding the 
2019 Solid Waste Management Servicing and Financing Study. The 
Committee asked that G. Anello provide, if possible, any of the 
materials ahead of the meeting for their review. 

5. Announcements 

There were no announcements made. 

6. Presentations 

There were no presentations made. 

7. Delegations 

There were no delegations to be heard. 

8. Correspondence 

There were no correspondence items to be considered. 

9. Administrative Matters 

  There were no administrative matters to be considered 

10. Other Business 

A) Update by Gio Anello, Manager, Waste Planning and Technical 
Services, The Regional Municipality of Durham, regarding the Durham 
York Energy Centre (DYEC)  

G. Anello provided an update regarding the Durham York Energy 
Centre (DYEC). 

G. Anello advised that during the downtime at the DYEC routine 
maintenance occurred. He further advised that since the April 23, 
2019 EFW-WMAC meeting one boiler had to be shut down to replace 
a broken grate. He noted that the boiler was shut down for two days 
and additional cleaning was completed and clarified that a 
superheater tube also had to be repaired but that was separate from 
the grate repair. 

G. Anello stated that the next source test is scheduled for the last 
week in June 2019. 
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In response to a question, M. Neild provided an update on the carbon 
monoxide (CO) exceedance at the DYEC that occurred on May 4, 
2019. He advised that the exceedance was caused by a fuel 
overfeed, leading the combustion air fans to trip, which extended the 
duration of the CO spike and lead to the four-hour rolling average 
exceedance. A feed stop was initiated to regain normal operations 
and the facility is now performing within normal operating 
requirements. 

Detailed discussion ensued regarding the AMESA Workplan. The 
AMESA Workplan includes: the evaluation to date regarding the 
source test; speaks to the current and proposed changes; and the 
issue of inconsistent readings on a monthly basis; and the difference 
between the two boilers and adjustments for that. 

In response to a question, G. Anello advised he would look into the 
full AMESA Workplan. 

B) Update by Gio Anello, Manager, Waste Planning and Technical 
Services, The Regional Municipality of Durham, regarding Organics 
Management  

G. Anello provided an update regarding Organics Management. 

G. Anello advised the Expression of Interest (EOI) that the Region 
released on October 23, 2019 was to solicit a potential business 
partner to procure, finance, and share the net costs/benefits of the 
Region’s long-term organics management solution. Through the EOI 
process, Epcor and Meridian were selected as they met the required 
thresholds. He advised that there are follow-up meetings scheduled 
with these two firms and senior staff for late May/early June. He 
clarified the difference between an EOI and a Request for Proposal 
(RFP), and stated that firms that responded to the EOI would not 
respond to the RFP. 

G. Anello advised that next steps will include a report to the June 
Committee of the Whole (COW) meeting on project implementation, a 
service delivery model recommendation (Design, Build, Operate, 
Maintain Model or a Private Delivery Model), and a potential 
recommendation on a business partner. He also advised that a study 
is currently being conducted on energy products. Since Anaerobic 
Digestion (AD) results in a by-product of biofuel, the Region needs to 
decide whether to use it within Regional facilities or sell it. 

W. Bracken referenced Page 5 of Report #2019-COW-8: Organics 
Management Update and Next Steps, which states a report on the 
potential impacts on the DYEC will be provided to Regional Council 
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based on the information currently available, in September 2019. She 
expressed her concern over Council making a decision in June before 
receiving this report. 

Detailed discussion ensued in regards to delaying Recommendation 
C) of Report #2019-COW-3 until more information is received and 
more public consultation occurs. Further discussion ensued regarding 
other disposal options and that an Anaerobic Digestor will divert 
30,000 tonnes of material from the DYEC to buy the Region time to 
plan for another disposal option. G. Anello stated that the DYEC is 
currently at capacity, and by 2032 capacity will run out even if AD is in 
place. He stated that the terms of reference will set timelines and can 
be changed as the situation changes. 

G. Anello clarified that the AD Business Case being brought to COW 
and Council in June 2019, will not be the final business case. He 
advised that until a RFP is completed, a business case cannot be 
finalized. He informed the Committee that waste needing disposal in 
the Region increases an average of 2,000 tonnes year, and a 
disposal option will need to be in place by 2032. 

Moved by W. Bracken, Seconded by K. Meydam, 
That we recommend to the Works Committee for approval 
and subsequent recommendation to Regional Council: 

That the decision on Recommendation C) of Report #2019-COW-3: 
“That staff be authorized to commence the Environmental 
Assessment (EA) for the Durham York Energy Centre (DYEC) 
expansion to process 250,000 tonnes per year, including retaining 
consulting assistance at a cost not to exceed $60,000, subject to the 
finalization of the 2019 Solid Waste Management Business Plans and 
Budgets”, be deferred until after there has been public consultation 
on the long-term waste management strategy; after the EFW-WMAC 
has had a presentation on the Solid Waste Management Servicing 
and Finance Study; and after a report is presented to the Works 
Committee and Regional Council regarding the impacts of the DYEC 
that is referenced on Page 5 of Report #2019-COW-8: Organics 
Management Update and Next Steps. 

CARRIED ON THE FOLLOWING 
RECORDED VOTE: 
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Yes No 
 

Wendy Bracken Bill Basztyk 
Anna-Marie Burrows Clayton McLean 
Sami Elhajjeh Chair Rocoski 
Theresa Farrell 
Kerry Meydam 
Harri Sukhu 

Absent: None 

Conflict: None 
 

G. Anello responded to questions regarding the reporting structure of 
the EFW-WMAC; the potential benefits/consequences of further 
deferring Recommendation C) of Report #2019-COW-3; Durham 
Region’s current diversion target compared to the government’s 
targets; whether the incinerator will be required once AD is in place; 
public consultation regarding the expansion of the DYEC; cost of a 
mixed waste pre-sort facility; and the consultant working on the 
AMESA plan. 

10. Next Meeting 

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the EFW-WMAC will be held 
on Tuesday, September 24, 2019 in the Lower Level Boardroom (LL-
C), at 7:00 PM, Regional Headquarters, 605 Rossland Road East, 
Whitby. 

11. Adjournment 

Moved by A. Burrows, Seconded by S. Elhajjeh, 
That the meeting be adjourned. 

CARRIED 
The meeting adjourned at 8:54 PM. 

G. Rocoski, Chair, Energy from Waste – 
Waste Management Advisory Committee 

S. Penak, Committee Clerk 
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