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Chief Administrative Officer – re: Continuous Improvement and
Modernization
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There are no Early Release Reports
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Memorandum from John Henry, Regional Chair and CEO – re: Certificate of
Proclamation - Waste Reduction Week, October 21-27, 2019

2.

Memorandum from John Henry, Regional Chair and CEO – re: Certificate of
Proclamation – Imagine a Day without Water, October 23, 2019

Durham Municipalities Correspondence
1.

Township of Scugog – re: Resolution passed at their General Purpose and
Administration Committee meeting held on September 9, 2019, and ratified at the
September 23, 2019 Council meeting regarding, Regional Governance Review

2.

City of Pickering – Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on September
23, 2019, endorsing the Township of Papineau-Cameron resolution regarding
Forced Amalgamation, Ontario Municipalities
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3.

City of Pickering – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on
September 23, 2019, endorsing the City of Kitchener resolution regarding Producer
Requirements for Packaging in Ontario

4.

City of Pickering – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on
September 23, 2019, endorsing correspondence from Judy Smith, Director
Municipal Governance, Clerk/Freedom of Information Coordinator, Municipality of
Chatham-Kent, regarding Provincial Funding Cuts to Legal Aid Ontario

5.

City of Pickering – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on
September 23, 2019, endorsing the City of Brantford resolution regarding the
endorsement of LUMCO resolution regarding Retail Cannabis Stores

6.

Town of Whitby – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on September
23, 2019, regarding endorsement of the Commitment to the Global Covenant of
Mayors (GCoM), including pledge to reduce and avoid Greenhouse Gas emissions
and prepare for the impacts of Climate Change

Other Municipalities Correspondence/Resolutions
1.

Township of North Glengarry – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held
on September 23, 2019, regarding Pupil Accommodation Review Guideline (PARG)

2.

Township of Springwater – re: providing comments in regards to Joint and Several
Liability in response to the Ministry of the Attorney General’s letter dated July 12,
2019

3.

City of Hamilton – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on
September 25, 2019, endorsing correspondence from City of Kitchener requesting
support for their resolution respecting the lobbying of the Federal Government to
review the regulations related to consumer packaging on single-use wipes to
remove the word flushable

4.

Town of Penetanguishene – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on
September 25, 2019, supporting the Township of McKellar’s resolution related to
Municipal Amalgamation

Miscellaneous Correspondence
1.

International Joint Commission Canada and United States – re: Acknowledging the
receipt of a resolution from Durham Region Council and stating concerns regarding
the regulation of Lake Ontario outflows
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Advisory Committee Minutes
1.

Durham Active Transportation Committee (DATC) minutes – September 12, 2019

2.

Durham Region Roundtable on Climate Change (DRRCC) minutes – September 20,
2019

3.

Energy From Waste – Waste Management Advisory Committee (EFW-WMAC)
minutes – September 24, 2019

Members of Council – Please advise the Regional Clerk at clerks@durham.ca, if you
wish to pull an item from this CIP and include on the next regular agenda of the
appropriate Standing Committee. Items will be added to the agenda if the Regional Clerk
is advised by Wednesday noon the week prior to the meeting, otherwise the item will be
included on the agenda for the next regularly scheduled meeting of the applicable
Committee.
Notice regarding collection, use and disclosure of personal information:
Written information (either paper or electronic) that you send to Durham Regional Council
or Committees, including home address, phone numbers and email addresses, will
become part of the public record. If you have any questions about the collection of
information, please contact the Regional Clerk/Director of Legislative Services.
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The Regional Municipality of Durham
Information Report

From:
Report:
Date:

Commissioner of Planning and Economic Development
#2019-INFO-66
October 4, 2019

Subject:
Durham Agricultural Advisory Committee, 2019 Farm Tour, File: A01-38-02
Recommendation:
Receive for information
Report:
1.

Purpose

1.1

The purpose of this report is to provide an overview of the 17th annual Durham
Agricultural Advisory Committee (DAAC) farm tour event which was held at
Willowtree Farm in the Township of Scugog on September 12, 2019.

2.

Background

2.1

Since the inaugural tour in 2003, DAAC has showcased more than 40 farms and
other agricultural facilities across Durham Region to more than 1,200 participants.

3.

Event Overview

3.1

Approximately 114 participants representing municipal and provincial government;
public agencies including conservation authorities, school boards, post-secondary
institutions; municipal advisory and economic development committees; financial
and insurance industry; the agricultural community; and media attended the annual
event and had the opportunity to learn from the agricultural community. The tour
highlighted the importance of Durham’s diverse agricultural sector, as well as some
of the issues and challenges faced by the industry.
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3.2

The theme for this year’s tour was “Farm to Table in Durham Region”, which
covered a variety of topics including: crop production; livestock operations; and onfarm processing and farm-related retail.

3.3

Charles Stevens and his daughter, Courtney Stevens, from Wilmot Orchards in
Newcastle, delivered the keynote address during lunch. The presentation included
information about:
•
•
•

3.4

the history of their farm;
farm succession planning; and
how their business has grown and adapted to the changing market
demands, through marketing and on-farm value-added activities.

Following the lunch and keynote address, participants rotated through three
presentation stations at the farm organized by Willowtree Farm, highlighting the
following topics:
a.

b.

Crops – Kelty McKay took participants on a wagon tour of the fields. She
provided an overview of the many crops grown on the farm, including:
asparagus, soybeans, tomatoes, peppers, leaks, lettuce, potatoes, melon,
strawberries, cucumbers, broccoli, squash, and zucchini, and explained their
lifecycles. In addition, Kelty informed participants that Willowtree grows their
own feed for their livestock and recognizes the relationship between the
livestock and the growing of crops. The farm also produces maple syrup and
hosts various events throughout the year. The farm’s environmental practices
were also highlighted, including on-site solar panels, reusable packaging, soil
conservation and management practices including the use of cover crops, and
how Willowtree works with the Kawartha Region Conservation Authority to
maintain and restore natural areas on their property.
Livestock – Jordan McKay took participants through the barn and provided
an overview of Willowtree’s livestock operation including discussion on the
different breeds and lifecycle of the livestock they have on the farm;
biosecurity; how livestock are taken care for; predators; grading and
regulations; where they source different meats they sell in their farm store in
addition to their own meat; and how they work with governments around bylaws and regulations as they scale their business. He explained the growing
demand for residents to come to farms for the farm experience, the need to
ensure this interest is enabled from a policy perspective, and the need to
ensure the health and safety of visitors.
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c.

On-farm processing and farm-related retail – Alex McKay and Casey
Chessman provided a tour of Willowtree’s pack shed and storage facility that
houses cold and dry storage; processing facilities; and an area for sorting,
washing and packing food for wholesale, farmers markets, school fundraiser
program and the farm’s Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) program.
The CSA program offers “shares” of fresh fruit and vegetables, meat, and
eggs. These are delivered to over 350 families weekly during the summer
growing season and bi-weekly the rest of the year. At this station, participants
were also shown the greenhouse and some of the equipment used on the
farm. Willowtree Farm also picks up food from the Ontario Food Terminal in
Toronto for other local farmers. Surplus produce is preserved in their kitchen
facility on-site so that very little waste is generated. Willowtree also works with
the Junior Farmers organization on occasion.

3.5

At the event, Durham Farm Fresh, Durham Region Economic Development,
Durham Region Federation of Agriculture, Friends of the Greenbelt, Kawartha
Region Conservation Authority, and Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food, and Rural
Affairs had displays for attendees to gain information on their organizations.

4.

Event Feedback

4.1

Each year, participants are asked to complete a survey that is used by DAAC to
evaluate the success of the tour and to help plan for future events. This year, a
hard copy survey was distributed at the Farm Tour, and a link to an electronic
survey was sent to all participants. There were 38 responses received. Nearly half
of those responses were from first-time attendees. Based on the responses, all
participants agreed the tour met or exceeded their expectations. Some general
comments were:
•
•
•
•
•

Exceptionally well organized and informative event!
The hosts were great. They were accessible and shared great insight
into their farm operations.
I could not have asked for a better location; to be able to tour the farm
operation was extremely valuable.
I really wish all municipal elected officials would attend to help
understand the impacts when making policy and decisions.
Very well done. One of the best I can remember in recent history! Job
well done!!
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4.2

Participants were asked what the “Take Home” message was for them. Responses
included:
•

•
•
•
•

•
•

Agriculture plays a big role in our economy, everyday lives, and there is
so much that goes into growing and managing farmland and livestock
than most are probably aware of.
Agri-tourism is a valuable asset in our area.
Value-added agriculture is a job creator in rural communities.
The farming industry is complex and diverse, and it is not the same type
of operation as it has been in the past.
Having better insight/info on farm businesses and the challenges they
face was helpful. It will help Kawartha Conservation to develop
programs that support and work in conjunction with these landowners.
There needs to be less red tape. Processes need to be streamlined so
that businesses aren’t handicapped by protocols and policies.
That farmers in Durham deeply care about building a strong community,
promoting food and health awareness and being excellent stewards of
the land.

5.

Conclusion

5.1

DAAC is commended for its continued efforts in advancing the knowledge of the
agricultural industry in Durham. The annual farm tour continues to be a valuable
element of the Council approved work plan for the Committee.

5.2

A copy of this report will be forwarded to the Area Municipalities, the Durham
Federation of Agriculture, the Golden Horseshoe Food and Farming Alliance, and
DAAC.

Respectfully submitted,
Original signed by
Brian Bridgeman, MCIP, RPP
Commissioner of Planning and
Economic Development

If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 2564

The Regional Municipality of Durham
Information Report

From:
Report:
Date:

Commissioner of Planning and Economic Development
#2019-INFO-67
October 4, 2019

Subject:
Monitoring of Land Division Committee Decisions of the September 9, 2019 Meeting
Recommendation:
Receive for information
Report:
1.

Purpose

1.1

This report summarizes decisions made by the Regional Land Division Committee 1
at its meeting of September 9, 2019 (see Attachment 1). The approved applications
conform to the Durham Regional Official Plan. No appeals are recommended.

2.

Background

2.1

A copy of this report will be forwarded to the Land Division Committee for its
information.

3.

Attachments
Attachment #1:

Monitoring Chart for the September 9, 2019 Meeting

1 The Regional Land Division Committee (LDC) was created by Regional Council on December 19, 1973 to make
independent decisions on the disposition of consent applications (e.g. severance, right-of-way, lot line adjustment) that
have been submitted to the Region for approval under the Planning Act. The Committee consists of eight lay-citizen
members (one representing each area municipality), that are appointed by council for a four year term. The current
Chair is Gerri Lynn O’Connor, the Township of Uxbridge’s representative. The LDC meets monthly and considers
approximately 150 consent applications per year.
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Respectfully submitted,
Original signed by
Brian Bridgeman, MCIP, RPP
Commissioner of Planning and
Economic Development

Monitoring of Land Division Committee Decisions
for the Meeting Date of Monday, September 9, 2019
Appeal Deadline: Tuesday, October 08, 2019
LD File
Number
LD 151/2018

Owner
Greig, James Herbert

Location
Part lot 19, Conc. 9
City of Pickering

LD 099/2019

Karakolis, Tasse
Karakolis, Georgia

Part lot 6, Conc. Range
3
Town of Ajax

LD 100/2019

c/o Fiera Properties
Limited

Part lot 21, Conc. BFC
Town of Whitby

LD 101/2019

c/o Bentall Kennedy
(Canada) LP

Part lot 21, Conc. BFC
Town of Whitby

LD 102/2019

Miller, Sharon

Part lot 21, Conc. 5
Town of Whitby

Nature of Application
Consent to sever a vacant 1.147
ha residential parcel of land,
retaining a 0.193 ha residential
parcel of land with an existing
dwelling to remain.
Consent to sever a vacant 557.9
m2 residential parcel of land,
retaining a 1,301.3 m2 residential
parcel of land with an existing
dwelling.
Consent to grant an access and
servicing easement over a 9,392.5
m2 industrial parcel of land in
favour of the property to the south,
retaining a 85,636.40 m2 industrial
parcel of land.
Consent to grant a 9,382.60 m2
access easement in favour of the
property to the north, retaining a
54,408.40 m2 industrial parcel of
land.
Consent to grant a 18,327.1 m2
access easement in favour of the
property to the south, retaining a
18,669.8 m2 commercial parcel of
land.

1

LDC
Regional
Official Plan Decision
Conforms
Approved
unanimously

Conforms

Approved
unanimously

Conforms

Approved
unanimously

Conforms

Approved
unanimously

Conforms

Approved
unanimously

LD File
Number
LD 103/2019

Owner
Miller, Sharon

LD 104/2019

Vanhaverbeke,
Edmond

LD 105/2019

Cryderman, Quinn

LD 106/2019

Matt Savage & John
McLean

LD 107/2019

Gosse, Ron

LD 109/2019

Bancan Homes Inc.

Location
Part lot 21, Conc. 5
Town of Whitby

Nature of Application
Consent to grant a 18,327.1 m2
access easement in favour of the
property to the north, retaining a
18,698 m2 commercial parcel of
land.
Part lot 28, Conc. 2
Consent to add a vacant 2,557.5
Municipality of Clarington m2 residential parcel of land to the
west, retaining a 824 m2
residential parcel of land with an
existing barn to be demolished.
Part lot 28, Conc. 2
Consent to add a 553.1 m2
Municipality of Clarington residential parcel of land with an
existing garage and shed to the
east, retaining a 470 m2
residential parcel of land with an
existing dwelling.
Part lot 27, Conc. 2
Consent to sever a 22.8 ha
Twp. of Uxbridge
agricultural parcel of land,
retaining a 208.66 ha agricultural
parcel of land with an existing golf
course.
Part lot 15, Conc. 5
Consent to add a 0.0038 ha
Twp. of Brock
residential parcel of land to the
west, retaining a 0.152 ha
residential parcel of land with an
existing dwelling to be demolished.
Part lot 21, Conc. 1
Consent to sever a vacant 322.85
City of Pickering
m2 residential parcel of land
(former Pickering)
retaining, a 728.21 m2 residential
parcel of land with an existing
dwelling.

2

LDC
Regional
Official Plan Decision
Conforms
Approved
unanimously

Conforms

Approved
unanimously

Conforms

Approved
unanimously

Conforms

Approved
unanimously

Conforms

Approved
unanimously

Conforms

Approved
unanimously

LD File
Number
LD 110/2019

Owner
Bancan Homes Inc.

Location
Part lot 21, Conc. 1
City of Pickering
(former Pickering)

LD 111/2019

Bancan Homes Inc.

Part lot 21, Conc. 1
City of Pickering
(former Pickering)

LD 112/2019

Leask, William
Leask, Patricia

Part lot Lot 20, Conc. 6
Twp. of Uxbridge

Nature of Application
Consent to sever a vacant 219.64
m2 residential parcel of land,
retaining a 508.57 m2 residential
parcel of land with an existing
dwelling to be demolished.
Consent to sever a vacant 219.74
m2 residential parcel of land,
retaining a 288.83 m2 residential
parcel of land with an existing
dwelling to be demolished.
Consent to add a vacant 0.866 ha
agricultural parcel of land to the
east, retaining an 18 ha
agricultural parcel of land.

3

LDC
Regional
Official Plan Decision
Conforms
Approved
unanimously

Conforms

Approved
unanimously

Conforms

Approved
unanimously

If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102
ext. 2009.

The Regional Municipality of Durham
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From:
Report:
Date:

Elaine Baxter-Trahair, Chief Administrative Officer
2019-INFO-68
October 4, 2019

Subject:
Continuous Improvement and Modernization
Recommendation:
Receive for information
Report:
1.

Purpose

1.1

The purpose of this report is to provide an update on continuous improvement
and modernization activities underway across the Regional Municipality of
Durham.

2.

Background

2.1

The Region of Durham is currently developing a new strategic plan to set
priorities for 2020 – 2024, focus the efforts of staff, and strengthen operations.
As part of this comprehensive and multi-pronged planning process, emphasis is
being placed on modernizing operations to maintain a high standard of customer
service. To guide these efforts, in March 2019 Department Heads identified key
areas for improvement and modernization across Regional departments and
services. In addition, some departments are identifying processes and systems
in need of modernization and beginning to implement improvements.

2.2

Through the month of July 2019, Leading Edge Group conducted on-site
meetings with Durham Region’s Senior Leadership Team, toured key operations
facilities, and reviewed key strategic documents and plans in order to conduct an
objective assessment of the current state of continuous improvement,
innovation, and organizational culture across the corporation. These activities
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identified strengths, gaps, and opportunities to inform and prioritize continuous
improvement actions to improve organizational outcomes.
3.

Continuum of Modernization

3.1

Building on Durham Region’s long-standing commitment to service excellence,
staff are currently engaged in a broad range of modernization efforts and
activities across all Regional departments. This continuum of modernization
ranges from upgrading internal digital infrastructure and streamlining by-laws
and policies, to enriching economic development activities and increasing
access and efficiencies in service delivery processes.

3.2

Technological innovations are underway across the corporation. Regional
departments are transitioning to digital solutions to increase efficiencies, improve
integration and use of data, and enhance the service experience for Durham’s
citizens. Further, these advancements will reduce long-standing reliance on
paper, supporting the corporation’s shift towards environmentally conscious
solutions. Examples are listed in table 1.

Table 1: Examples of Technological Innovations
Initiative

Objectives

Outcomes / Efficiencies

Department

Modernizing
Regional
information
technology
systems

Modernize Regional
information technology
systems, including: Call
Centre Software, Financial
Management and Human
Resources systems

Enhanced customer
experience, financial
savings, process
efficiencies through
reducing manual
processes for staff

Corporate
Services /
Finance

Modernized
Durham Regional
digital marketing
strategy

Modernize (i.e. digitize) the
Region’s marketing strategy
to increase awareness of
the Regional value
proposition for investment

Reach key target
audiences more effectively;
financial savings through
more effective use of
marketing budget

Planning end
Economic
Development

Digital mental
health services
platform

Implement an evidencebased and web-based
platform that measures,
monitors and assesses
mental health intervention
outcomes while engaging
clients

Platform will provide
actionable data and
analysis to inform
evidence-based divisional
decision-making, planning,
and process improvements

Social
Services

Efficiencies include staff
resource time &
streamlined responsive
service for people with
mental health challenges
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Initiative

Objectives

Outcomes / Efficiencies
leading to improved overall
treatment outcomes

Department

Cloud-based
health inspection
tools

Upgrade inspection
reporting tool from server to
cloud-based to increase
efficiency by supporting
remote access to
information and real-time
reporting

Administrative budget
savings and customer
service improvements
through providing the
public with real-time
inspection results

Health

Digital signage at
Regional
Headquarters

Implement digital signage
and building directions at
Regional Headquarters

Improved customer service

Corporate
Services

Transit route
map production
software

Use freeware to
automatically produce public
facing schedules

Creates cost avoidance by
adding employee capacity
(estimated $25,000 in
savings)

Transit

Digital water
supply
management

Improve supervisory control
and data acquisition
(SCADA) through upgrades,
including digitization.

Improved operational
efficiencies; improved
electronic data monitoring;
and transition from end of
life "hard copy" recording
equipment to modern
digital systems will result in
administrative efficiencies

Works

3.3

In addition, a wide range of improvements to administrative and service delivery
processes are underway, along with the review and streamlining of several
Regional by-laws. These efforts are aimed at increasing access to services,
reducing duplication, and improving efficiency. Examples are listed in table 2.

Table 2: Examples of Administrative and Service Delivery Process Improvements
Initiative

Objectives

Outcomes / Efficiencies

Department

Headquarters
space
modernization

Redesign office space at
headquarters and other
Regional sites

Building redesign will allow
for greater capacity at
Regional facilities. It will
also defer future capital for
building expansion
(estimated potential
savings of $92M)

Works
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Initiative

Objectives

Outcomes / Efficiencies

Department

Planning for
Durham 311

Streamline the existing 12
customer service lines into a
single access point for
citizens

Enhanced customer
experience through
streamlined processes
resulting in long-term
financial savings

Corporate
Services

North Durham
Transit Strategy

Identify best practices for
transit services in lowdensity markets (i.e. North
Durham)

Increased access to transit
across northern Durham

Transit

Vibrant north
Durham strategy

Enhance tourism and
economic development in
North Durham and
modernize business
strategy in North Durham

More effective delivery of
tourism programming;
increased economic growth
in the tourism industry in
the three northern
Townships; improved
Regional services and
increased efficiency of
services for business
expansion and retention;
and increased economic
activity, improved services
to retain and expand
existing businesses

Planning and
Economic
Development

Mental health
and counselling
services for
adults in receipt
of Ontario Works

Provide adults in receipt of
Ontario Works with timely
access to mental health and
counselling services that
address mental health and
personal challenges and
increase self-sufficiency and
attachment to the labour
force

Enhanced client service as
individuals receive the
service they need;

Social
Services

Healthline
harmonization
project

Develop a single call-in line
for the Population Health,
Health Protection, and Oral
Health Divisions

Improved customer service
and process improvements

Health

Tree by-law
review and
update

Review and update the
Region's 2008 tree by-law

Harmonization of
processes with area
municipalities, improved

Planning and
Economic
Development

reduction in wait time for
clients from 2-3 months to
2-3 weeks; enables the
development of data
tracking to identify client
employability after
receiving support
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Initiative

Objectives

Outcomes / Efficiencies
customer service, time
savings and cost recovery

Department

Purchasing bylaw review and
update

Increase efficiency in the
Regional approvals process

Time savings through
streamlining the approval
process; enhanced fiscal
sustainability

Finance

Business
planning and
budget
management
policies and
processes review
update

Review and streamline
business planning and
budget processes to ensure
business planning and
budget allocations are
aligned with Region’s
strategic plan and other key
planning documents and
studies

Ensure that the Region of
Durham remains an
industry leader in business
plans and budgets

Finance

3.4

With more than fifty continuous improvement and modernization initiatives
underway across the Region, focus is now being placed on quantifying
efficiencies, savings, and service quality as a result of these investments. For
example, there is an estimated $92M savings that will be realized through the
Headquarters Space Modernization initiatives when compared to the estimated
costs associated with having to expand Regional Headquarters. Staff across
Regional departments are closely monitoring the progress of each initiative and
key areas of impact are being examined.

4.

Conclusion

4.1

Continuously striving for improvement is the foundation of innovation. The Region
of Durham is acting on new ideas, embracing modern operating methods and new
ways of delivering services, and harnessing innovative technologies to increase
efficiencies and maximize resources. The above listed examples represent a
sample of the many modernization and continuous improvement projects currently
underway across the Region. Combined, these efforts and activities are
enhancing the capacity of the organization to deliver high quality programs and
client-centred services to the citizens of Durham Region, and addressing the
needs of Durham’s growing communities.

4.2

Leading Edge Group highlighted a positive foundation of continuous improvement
and innovation from which to build in the years ahead. Specifically, high ratings
were noted in areas such as strategy commitment, leadership, emphasis on
quality, and the application of technology to processes. Opportunities to formalize
an integrated approach to continuous improvement and innovation as part of the
next five-year strategy were also highlighted.
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5.

Next Steps

5.1

Regional departments are monitoring and measuring service improvements,
efficiencies, and savings associated with investments in modernization. These
efforts are in alignment with, and are informing, the development of Durham
Region’s new strategic plan and priorities for 2020 – 2024. Impacts and outcomes
associated with these efforts will be reported through Committee and Council
reports, as well as through strategic plan status updates and progress reporting.

Respectfully submitted,
Original Signed by
Elaine Baxter-Trahair
Chief Administrative Officer

The Regional
Municipality
of Durham

October 1, 2019

Office of the Regional Cha ir
605 Rossland Rd. E.
Level 5
PO Box 623
Whitby, ON L 1N 6A3
Canada
905-668-7711 ·
1-800-372-1102
john .henry@durham .ca
durham .ca

John Henry
Regional Chair and CEO

Works Department
The Regional Municipality of Durham
605 Rossland Road East
Whitby, Ontario
L 1N 6A3

Dear Colleagues,
On behalf of Regional Council, I am very pleased to
present the enclosed certificate proclaiming October 2127, 2019, as Waste Reduction Week in Durham Region.
Kindest personal regards,

John Henry
Regional Chair and CEO

®

100% Post Consumer

THE REGIONAL
MUNICIPALITY
OF DURHAM

Certificate of Proclamation
Presented to

Department of Works
On behalf of the Council of
The Regional Municipality of Durham
it is my pleasure to proclaim the week of
October 21-27, 2019 as

Waste Reduction Week
in Durham Region

The Regional
Municipality
of Durham

October 1, 2019

Office of the Regional Chair
605 Rossland Rd . E.
Level5
PO Box 623
Whitby, ON L1N 6A3
Canada
905-668-7711
1-800-3 72-1102
john .hen ry@durham .ca
durham .ca

John Henry
Regional Chair and CEO

Works Department
The Regional Municipality of Durham
605 Rossland Road East
Whitby, Ontario
L 1N 6A3
Dear Colleagues,
On behalf of Regional Council, I am very pleased to
present the enclosed certificate proclaiming October 23,
2019, as Imagine a Day Without Water in Durham
Region.
Kindest personal regards,

Jo
Henry
Regional Chair & CEO

*

100% Post Consumer

THE REGIONAL
MUNICIPALITY
OF DURHAM-

Certificate of Proclamation
Presented to

Department of Works
On behalf of the Council
of the Regional Municipality of Durham
it is my pleasure to proclaim October 23, 2019 as

Imagine a Day Without Water
in Durham Region

_lQ

.�

� Jo
Regional Chair and CEO

If you require this information in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 2097.
The Regional Municipality of Durham
MINUTES
DURHAM ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE
Thursday, September 12, 2019
A meeting of the Durham Active Transportation Committee was held on Thursday,
September 12, 2019 in Meeting Room 1-B, Regional Headquarters Building, 605 Rossland
Road East, Whitby at 7:00 PM.
Present:

R. Lalonde, Whitby, Chair
P. Smith, Uxbridge, Vice-Chair
M. Gibbons, Scugog
C. Kobelka, Clarington
S. Lee, Regional Councillor, Ajax, Alternate
J. Martin, Brock

Absent:

J. Bate, Oshawa
K. Haines, Ajax
A. Heywood, Pickering
R. Kerr, Regional Councillor, Oshawa

Staff
Present:

1.

A. Caruso, Senior Planner, Transportation Planning, Planning and Economic
Development
S. Kemp, Manager, Traffic Engineering and Operations, Works Department
C. Leitch, Principal Planner, Transportation Planning, Planning and
Economic Development
G. Pereira, Manager, Transportation, Planning and Economic Development
E. Sparks, Planning Analyst, Transportation Planning, Planning and
Economic Development
C. Tennisco, Committee Clerk, Corporate Services – Legislative Services
Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.

2.

Adoption of Minutes
Moved by Councillor Lee, Seconded by M. Gibbons,
That the minutes of the Durham Active Transportation Committee
meeting held on June 13, 2019, be adopted.
CARRIED

Durham Active Transportation Committee Minutes
September 12, 2019
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3.

Presentations

A)

Sonya Hardman, Manager, Corporative Initiatives, Office of the CAO, re:
Durham’s Region’s New Strategic Plan – Facilitated Discussion
S. Hardman provided an overview on the development of the new Strategic
Plan for the Region of Durham to guide the Region through the next four to
five years. She advised that as part of the Region’s efforts to reach out to the
community and its stakeholders, staff is looking to the Committees for its
expertise and input on priorities for the new five-year Strategic Plan.
Key highlights of the presentation included:
•

Strategic Planning Process
o Four Main Steps or Components
 Analyzing Our Current State
 Defining Our Preferred Future State
 Determining Our Key Objectives and Strategies
 Implementation and Evaluation

S. Hardman explained that currently the Region is at Step 1 and Step 2 of
the four main components for the Strategic Plan process. She presented the
following three (3) key questions and the Committee provided the following
input:
1.

What challenges are we currently facing as a Region?
●
●
●

●
●
●

●
●

Distribution of resources/services between the southern and
northern municipalities; north residents not getting a fare value for
their tax dollars
Require a dedicated funding model for Active Transportation and
multi-use paths, funding needs to be expedited prior to the year
2022;
A percentage of the developers’ development charges for
residential areas should be allotted to, and include the building of,
AT infrastructure including cycling lanes and multi-use paths in the
urban sprawl subdivision
Road and multi-use paths and the AT network system is not
keeping up with the growth in the Region
Road and AT infrastructure: cross-jurisdiction is a major issue
particularly in Uxbridge; residents feel that the Region is arms
length away - inaccessible
Gaps in our economic development: the Region needs to shift its
focus for employment to include white collar Tech jobs and working
remotely; diversify our local employment to reduce our
transportation issues
Cross jurisdiction: Oshawa Waterfront Trail is a shared responsibility
Still building car-friendly neighbourhoods as opposed to AT and
transit friendly subdivisions
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●
●
2.

Re-evaluate how we develop the Region to serve its residents,
and protect Greenfields
Climate change mitigation strategies

Given these challenges, what are the top priorities or most
pressing issues that we need to focus on over the next 5 years?
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

3.
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Provide and promote diverse safe modes of Active Transportation
as an alternate option to vehicles
Explore our Greenbelt protected space resources
Focus on providing ‘work remotely’ opportunities
Identify gaps for broadband service connectivity
Dedicated budget allocations for Active Transportation (AT)
Regional and local area municipalities must work to
collaborate on a common goal
Remove the layers of governmental bureaucracy that inhibits
implementation; make it easier to get things done

What do we want Durham Region to be known for?
●
●
●
●
●

A friendly community
Its economic importance as an agricultural and garden Region;
An accessible Region; physical accessibility rather than vehicular
A Region that we can work in rather than commuting
Focus on our natural resources such as our lakes and lake
shores; access to waterways and trails; and promote
accessibility for our resources and active transportation
opportunities

S. Hardman advised of opportunities for the community to become involved
which includes a new Digital Engagement Platform for 24/7 Feedback at
durham.ca/yourvoice; and the Strategic Plan Community Survey which will be
open until September 20, 2019.
B)

Kevin Arsenault, Capital Project Technologist, Township of Scugog, and
Gene Chartier, Vice-President and Chief Development Officer, Paradigm
Transportation Solutions Ltd., re: The Township of Scugog’s Active
Transportation & Transportation Master Plans
G. Chartier provided a PowerPoint presentation update on the Township of
Scugog’s Active Transportation & Transportation Master Plans. K.
Arsenault, Capital Project Technologist, Township of Scugog, was also in
attendance.
Key highlights of the presentation included:
•
•
•
•

Study Goals
Plan Goals
Plan Objectives
Active Transportation Aims
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What Will the Plan Include?
Work Plan and Schedule
Engagement Events
Program Structure
What We’ve Heard So Far
Available Data
Next Steps

G. Chartier stated that the objectives of the Plan are to achieve a “made
in Scugog” approach which would allow people to walk, cycle and roll for
work or play within Port Perry and along the shoreline of Lake Scugog;
be accessible for all ages and abilities; and, allow for growth and
development.
G. Chartier advised that the aim is to provide a continuous, interconnected
system of cycling and walking routes to major activity and employment areas
and public transit.
G. Chartier explained that as it relates the Active Transportation (AT), the
Plan will include pedestrian and cycling policies and guidelines; a network of
active transportation facilities that optimizes existing infrastructure; a costeffective implementation framework; standards for infrastructure design,
end-of-trip facilities and maintenance; address financing, risk management
and liability issues; and, an updated GIS map.
G. Chartier outlined the proposed workplan and program schedule for
Scugog’s Active Transportation and Transportation Master Plans. He also
provided a brief overview on the program engagement events/activities todate; program structure; and feedback on what staff has heard so far with
respect to events, active travel, road infrastructure and transit.
G. Chartier presented the following question for the Committee’s
consideration:
● Do you/your organization have or are aware of any data relevant to the
study?
○ GIS data
○ Previous reports
○ Cycling/pedestrian count/use
○ Cross regional and municipal connections
G. Chartier advised that the next steps include the compilation and
summarization of the engagement findings; finalization of the Phase 1
deliverables; completion of the Phase 2 technical analysis, network
development and policy formulation; and, community engagement.
The Committee was asked to email Steve Kemp with any comments or
suggestions regarding the Township of Scugog’s Active Transportation and
Transportation Master Plans.
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The Committee inquired into the status of the Region utilizing the data collected
from the Strava global heat map phone app; and how the cost was funded.
Discussion followed on whether the app could be used to recognize counts for
people pushing a stroller, students walking to school or residents utilizing the
multi-use paths.
G. Chartier responded to questions regarding the issues arising from the
congestion and noise during the events that are held on the main streets in Port
Perry; and how the Region of Durham’s Active Transportation (AT) and
Transportation Master Plans (TMP) can facilitate and coordinate with Scugog’s
Active Transportation and Transportation Master Plans.
C)

Chris Leitch, Principal Planner, Transportation Planning, Planning and
Economic Development, re: Envision Durham Review: Transportation
System Discussion Paper
C. Leitch provided a PowerPoint presentation titled, “Envision Durham
Review: Transportation System Discussion Paper “.
Key highlights of the presentation included:
•
•

•

•

Discussions Paper Context
Transportation Trends and Observations in Durham
o Changing commuting and travel patterns
o Mode share for transit and other modes should continue to
increase
o Infrastructure (2006 to present) has increased significantly
o Regional Transportation System
Overview of Current Transportation Policies and Guidelines
o Provincial Policies, Plans and Guidelines for Transportation
Planning
o Regional Policies, Plans and Guidelines
o Area municipal Policies, Plans and Guidelines
Policy Considerations
o Land Use and Transportation
o Public Transit
o Active Transportation
○ Roads and Corridor Protection
o Travel Choices
o Goods Movement

C. Leitch advised that the next steps include the release of the Transportation
System Discussion Paper targeted for the October 1, 2019 Planning and
Economic Development Committee meeting. Comments on the Discussion
Paper are requested by December 30, 2019. He suggested that the Members
visit the Envision Durham website for more information on the work to date on
other discussion papers and project updates.
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C. Leitch responded to questions regarding Federal and Provincial funding
opportunities for AT initiatives including the Investing in Canada Infrastructure
Program.
4.

Information Items

A)

Anthony Caruso, Senior Planner, Transportation Planning, Planning and
Economic Development, re: Regional Cycle Plan Update
A. Caruso provided an update on the Regional Cycling Plan (RCP). He
reviewed the various cycling initiatives including the procurement process to
retain a consultant to assist in updating the RCP; cycling experiences and
engagement in Durham Region; and, the release of the Transportation
System Discussion Paper targeted for October 1, 2019.
A. Caruso advised that he will be providing follow-up emails to the
Committee regarding the upcoming RCP consultation opportunities.

5.

Other Business

A)

Establish Sub-Committee to Explore Opportunities for Signage at Cross
Rides Intersections and Trail and Pedestrian Crossings
Chair Lalonde provided a PowerPoint presentation titled, “Cross Rides “. He
displayed pictorials depicting multi-use path (MUP) non-signalized crossings
and signalized crossings at various intersections in the Town of Whitby,
Municipality of Clarington and York Region.
Chair Lalonde advised that the next steps include looking at developing a
Regional rollout of signalized cross rides in partnership with the local area
municipalities in the fall of 2019. Opportunities will be explored to access the
required budget dollars for the completion of signalized cross rides in the
year 2020, which promotes safe Active Transportation and supports Vision
Zero initiatives within Durham Region.
Chair Lalonde suggested that DATC establish a sub-committee to explore
opportunities on how to assist the Region of Durham to accelerate and move
forward with the painting of signalized cross rides, trail crossings and
pedestrian multi use paths, and report back to DATC with the sub-committee’s
findings and recommendations.
Moved by P. Smith, Seconded by Councillor Lee,
That a Cross Rides sub-committee comprised of M. Gibbons, C.
Kobelka, Chair Lalonde, and P. Smith be formed to explore
initiatives for the Region of Durham to accelerate and move
forward with the painting of the signalized cross rides, and the
signage for the trail crossings and pedestrian multi use paths; and
report back to DATC with the sub-committee’s findings and
recommendations.
CARRIED
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Glossary of Cycling Terminology
P. Smith inquired whether staff could provide DATC with an overview of
cycling terms; and, how the Region and local municipalities manage the
risks / liabilities associated with providing AT services and infrastructure.
A. Caruso advised that staff will arrange for a presentation on these matters
at the December 12, 2019 meeting.

6.

Date of Next Meeting
The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Durham Active Transportation
Committee will be held on Thursday, December 12, 2019 in Meeting Room
1-B, Regional Headquarters Building, 605 Rossland Road East, Whitby, at
7:00 PM

7.

Adjournment
Moved by J. Martin, Seconded by C. Kobelka,
That the meeting be adjourned.
CARRIED
The meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM

___________________________
R. Lalonde, Chair
Durham Active Transportation
Committee

___________________________
C. Tennisco, Committee Clerk

If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 2097.
Regional Municipality of Durham
MINUTES
DURHAM REGION ROUNDTABLE ON CLIMATE CHANGE
September 20, 2019
A regular meeting of the Durham Region Roundtable on Climate Change was held on
Friday, September 20, 2019 in Council Chambers, Regional Municipality of Durham
Headquarters, 605 Rossland Road East, Whitby at 1:01 PM.
Present:

D. Hoornweg, Citizen Member, Chair
Regional Chair Henry
E. Baxter-Trahair, Chief Administrative Officer
Councillor Crawford, Works Committee
C. Desbiens, Citizen Member
Councillor Highet, Planning & Economic Development Committee
Councillor Leahy, Finance & Administration Committee attended the meeting
at 1:27 PM
C. Mee, Citizen Member
K. Senyk, Citizen Member
K. Shadwick, Citizen Member

Absent:

Councillor Chapman, Health and Social Services Committee
B. Cochrane, Citizen Member
T. Hall, Citizen Member
J. Kinniburgh, Citizen Member
J. Koke, Citizen Member
G. MacPherson, Citizen Member
R. Plaza, Citizen Member
M. Vroegh, Citizen Member, Vice-Chair

Also
present:
Staff
Present:

Councillor Dies
S. Austin, Director of Corporate Policy and Strategic Initiatives
B. Bridgeman, Commissioner of Planning & Economic Development
C. Drimmie, Manager of Corporate Initiatives, CAO’s Office
R. Inacio, Systems Support Specialist, Corporate Services – IT
K. Kilbourne, Senior Planner, Planning and Economic Development
Department
A. Luqman, Project Planner, Planning & Economic Development Department
I. McVey, Manager of Sustainability, Office of the CAO
S. Penak, Committee Clerk, Corporate Services – Legislative Services
R. Walton, Director of Legislative Services, Regional Clerk
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Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.

2.

Adoption of Minutes
Moved by Regional Chair Henry, Seconded by K. Shadwick,
That the minutes of the regular Durham Region Roundtable on
Climate Change meeting held on May 17, 2019, be adopted.
CARRIED

3.

Presentations

A)

Kristy Kilbourne and Aneesah Luqman, Durham Region Planning and
Economic Development, re: Overview of Municipal Comprehensive Review
and Discussion Papers: Climate Change and Sustainability and Environment
and Greenlands System
A. Luqman provided a PowerPoint presentation regarding an overview of the
Climate Change & Sustainability Discussion Paper. Highlights from her
presentation included:
•

•
•
•
•
•

•

Envision Durham
o Agriculture & Rural System
o Climate Change & Sustainability
o Growth Management
o Environment & Greenlands System
o Transportation System
o Housing
Provincial Planning Policy Context
Regional Initiatives
Provincial Plans Conformity
o Required Policies
o Additional Considerations
Trends
Policy Considerations
o Built form
o Transportation
o Energy
o Natural Environment
Policy Considerations
o Adaptation
o Mitigation

K. Kilbourne provided a PowerPoint presentation regarding an overview of
the Environment and Greenlands System Discussion Paper. Highlights from
her presentation included:

Durham Region Roundtable on Climate Change - Minutes
September 20, 2019
•
•
•
•
•
•

Page 3 of 5

Durham’s Environment
Durham’s Greenlands System
Trends and Influencing Factors
Policy Considerations
Mapping Considerations
Consultation and Engagement

K. Kilbourne advised that comments on the Discussion Paper are requested
by December 2, 2019.
4.

Items for Action
There were no items for action to be discussed.

5.

Items for Information

A)

Introduction of Ian McVey, Manager of Sustainability
I. McVey, Manager of Sustainability, provided a PowerPoint presentation
regarding his climate and sustainability field background and experience. He
also went through his plan for the implementation of Durham Region’s
climate change plans, including the Durham Community Climate Adaptation
Plan (DCCAP) and the Durham Community Energy Plan (DCEP).
Highlights from the presentation included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

From Planning to Implementation
Suggested Guiding Principles for Implementation
Durham’s Low Carbon Pathway
Two-Pronged Implementation Focus
o Deep Retrofit Program (existing buildings)
o “Green” Standard (new development)
Deep Retrofit Program
o Key Considerations
o Implementation Pathway
“Green” Standard for New Development
o Key Considerations
o Implementation Pathway
Questions/Discussion

I. McVey responded to questions from the Committee regarding linking
action that is supportive to Durham Region’s long-term directions; improving
affordability for residents by reducing costs, and addressing current/future
risks; enhancing local economies; improving public health; creating resilient
communities and infrastructure; and funding that has been allocated to
implementation programs.
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Moved by Councillor Crawford, Seconded by Councillor Leahy,
That the Rules of Procedure be suspended in order to allow a
representative from the Fridays for Futures Whitby group to speak
as a delegate regarding the current Climate Change crisis.
CARRIED on a 2/3rds vote
Two representatives from the Fridays For Future (FFF) Whitby group (a
mother and daughter) appeared before the Committee to express their
concerns regarding climate change and to ensure that any government
funds that are received, are being used correctly. They noted the Region’s
award-winning Climate Change Plans that contain a number of
recommendations on climate change adaptation and mitigation and
expressed concerns that only two of the initiatives have been implemented
so far. They asked what the Region’s priorities are in order to implement the
other initiatives in Durham’s climate plans.
The two representatives responded to questions from the Committee.
It was the consensus of the Committee to allow further representatives from
the group to ask questions of staff. The questions included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

How can multiple activist groups get involved?
How do we reconcile the climate emergency with the construction of
another airport?
Is there any awareness or discussion of the proposal from workers in the
City of Oshawa to have the General Motors (GM) facility changed to an
electric vehicle production facility?
How do we stop building houses that use gas and fossil fuels to heat
homes?
What is Durham’s most important issue, and will the budget reflect that?
If the new federal government is not supportive of Durham’s more
ambitious plans, what do you plan to do to deal with that?
What is happening with the funding received from the now cancelled Cap
and Trade program?

In response to a question, S. Austin encouraged those in attendance to
provide their input through the Municipal Comprehensive Review as well as
through the Strategic Planning process. She stated that Durham Region has
several award-winning plans and staff are currently working towards
implementation. She also stated that economic development and moving
forward with local job creation is a priority for Regional Council.
S. Austin advised that Durham staff are working closely with the Mayor of
Oshawa in terms of economic development potential for the General Motors
(GM) lands.
In response to a question, E. Baxter-Trahair advised that climate change is a
priority for Durham Region, among many other initiatives such as affordable
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housing and increasing the transit network. She also advised that the
challenge is to balance all Regional priorities including climate change and
move them all forward.
6.

Other Business

A)

"Improved Transportation: Moving Together!" Workshop
Chair Hoornweg stated that on October 16, 2019 there is a workshop being
held at 2000 Simcoe Street North in the City of Oshawa, titled “Improved
Transportation: Moving Together!”. He noted that topics to be discussed
include: Healthy, Inclusive Cities; Electrification and Automation; The Role of
Ridesharing; and the Big Picture. He invited everyone in attendance to
register for the workshop.

7.

Date of Next Meeting
The next regular meeting of the Durham Region Roundtable on Climate Change
will be held on Friday, October 18, 2019 starting at 1:00 PM in Room LL-C,
Regional Headquarters Building, 605 Rossland Road East, Whitby.

8.

Adjournment
Moved by Councillor Leahy, Seconded by Councillor Highet,
That the meeting be adjourned.
CARRIED
The meeting adjourned at 2:12 PM.

D. Hoornweg, Chair, Durham Region
Roundtable on Climate Change

S. Penak, Committee Clerk

If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 2097.

The Regional Municipality of Durham
Minutes
Energy From Waste – Waste Management Advisory Committee
Tuesday, September 24, 2019
A meeting of the Energy From Waste – Waste Management Advisory Committee was
held on Tuesday, September 24, 2019 in Room LLC, Regional Headquarters, 605
Rossland Road East, Whitby, at 7:00 PM.
Present:

G. Rocoski, Oshawa, Chair
S. Elhajjeh, Clarington, Vice-Chair
W. Basztyk, Brock
W. Bracken, Clarington
A. Burrows, Ajax
T. Farrell, Brock
C. McLean, Ajax
K. Meydam, Clarington

Absent:

H. Sukhu, Clarington

Non-Voting Members
Present:
F. Langmaid, Manager of Special Projects
Councillor Joe Neal, Regional Councillor, Municipality of Clarington
attended the meeting at 7:32 PM
M. Neild, Facility Manager, Covanta attended the meeting at 7:57 PM
D. San Juan, Environmental Health Specialist, Health Department,
Durham Region
Staff
Present:

1.

M. Januszkiewicz, Director, Waste Management Services
G. Anello, Manager, Waste Planning and Technical Services, Works
Department, Durham Region
M. White, Systems Support Specialist – Information Technology,
Durham Region
S. Penak, Committee Clerk, Corporate Services – Legislative
Services, Durham Region
Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.

2.

Adoption of Minutes
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Moved by W. Bracken, Seconded by A. Burrows,
That the minutes of the EFW-WMAC meeting held on
Thursday, May 28, 2019, be adopted.
CARRIED AS AMENDED
The Committee requested that the wording be clarified on Page 3, of
the May 28, 2019 EFW-WMAC minutes under Item 4, Paragraph 1,
second sentence to now read as follows:
G. Anello informed the Committee that the Environmental
Assessment (EA) includes: the intent of the EA; what it is; the
participants; the estimated timelines; and a consultation plan. He
advised that staff asked for approval in January 2019 to commence
the streamlined EA to go from 140,000 tonnes to 160,000 tonnes and
$60,000 for consulting assistance for drafting the Terms of Reference
for the 250,000 tonnes expansion which was deferred by Council until
June 26, 2019 and that staff report back to Committee.
3.

Announcements
There were no announcements made.

4.

Presentations

A)

Presentation by Gio Anello, Manager, Waste Planning and Technical
Services, The Regional Municipality of Durham, re: the 2019 Solid
Waste Management Servicing and Financing Study (2019-COW-3)
G. Anello provided a PowerPoint presentation regarding the 2019
Solid Waste Management Servicing and Financing Study. A copy of
his presentation was provided at the meeting.
Highlights of the presentation included:
•
•
•

•

Solid Waste Management
2019 and Forecast: Solid Waste Management
o Priorities
o Risks & Pressures
Waste Management Servicing and Financing Study
o 80% of the budget non-discretionary (Contracts)
o 15% of the budget on staffing
o 5% of the budget discretionary (Managed by Waste
Management Services)
Drivers:
o Facility Capacity
o Growth
o Regional Council Direction for 70% Diversion
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•
•
•
•
•

o Legislation Changes
Budget Operational Pressures
Financial Risks
Financial Next Steps
Conclusion – 2019 Servicing and Financing Study
2019 Servicing and Financing Study

G. Anello responded to questions regarding Report #2019-COW-3
that states that exceedances can be expected; concerns with
tightening regulations for ambient air monitoring of sulfur dioxides
and nitrogen oxides; the Municipality of Clarington air shed and the
incinerator being an emitter of nitrogen oxides; Durham’s population
increasing since 2010 along with the associated garbage generation;
and the capital requirements for drafting the Terms of Reference for
the Environmental Assessment (EA) for the future 250,000 tonne
expansion of the DYEC.
M. Januszkiewicz responded to questions regarding the extended
producer responsibility (EPR) program and requirements of foreign
producers. She advised that the new EPR program applies to all
producers of packaging, tires, and electronic waste in Canada, but
also applies to first importers.
G. Anello advised that he could provide the following documents to
the Committee and will ensure they are posted on the DYEC website:
•
•
•

The Ministry report regarding the air shed quality in the
Municipality of Clarington;
Baseline monitoring report at the time of the original EA, that
assessed the ambient air at the Courtice Station;
The agency review completed at the time of the original EA, that
was sent out to individual experts such as Health Canada for
their input.

In response to a question from W. Bracken, regarding there being no
per capita statistics over the years presented at the first Public
Information Centre (PIC) held on August 21, 2019, M. Januszkiewicz
advised that staff will calculate this amount and get back to her
directly.
Discussion ensued regarding diversion costing more than disposal;
how effective the education programs have been with the public; and
concerns with the lack of by-law enforcement in Durham Region.
Staff advised that a key component in education promotion is about
changing attitudes of the public which can be difficult to measure.
Staff also advised that this year the education and promotion
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program has been re-branded to focus more on reaching the
community through modern means (i.e. social media).
B)

Presentation by Gio Anello, Manager, Waste Planning and Technical
Services, The Regional Municipality of Durham, re: The Durham York
Energy Centre Streamlined Environmental Assessment (140,000 to
160,000 tonnes per year)
G. Anello provided a PowerPoint presentation regarding the Durham
York Energy Centre Streamlined Environmental Assessment
(140,000 to 160,000 tonnes per year). A copy of his presentation was
provided at the meeting.
Highlights of the presentation included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Presentation Outline
o Durham York Energy Centre History
Capacity Amendment to 160,000 Tonnes Per Year
Durham York Energy Centre 140,000 to 160,000 Tonnes Per
Year
Impact on Emissions
Environmental Screening Process (140,000 to 160,000)
Benefits
Durham Region’s Share of Operating Costs
Timelines

G. Anello advised that the environment assessment (screening
process) is a proponent driven, self-assessment process available to
waste management projects that requires:
•
•
•

A completion of a detailed Screening Criteria Checklist that
verifies potential environmental effects;
A written report that details if any potential environmental effects
will need to be mitigated; and
Notification to the public of the commencement of the screening,
consultation on issues or concerns, consultation on mitigation
measures, and public notice of completion.

G. Anello responded to questions regarding the lack of supporting
information at the last Public Information Centre (PIC) with respect to
the environmental impact’s checklist; projected environmental
savings; concern over Ontario Regulation 419/05 being outdated; and
comparing the ambient air values with up-to-date values for nitrogen
oxide and sulfur dioxide.
In response to a question referencing the Emissions Summary
Dispersion Model used for the 140,000-tonne assessment, G. Anello
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advised that he will follow-up with the consultant to confirm how they
used the waste heat values in the two scenarios.
W. Bracken stated that she will gather the following information for
nitrogen oxide and sulphur dioxide ambient air levels and forward it to
the Committee: the date Ontario Regulation 419/05 levels came into
effect; the new Canadian Council of Ministers of the Environment
(CCME) standards; and what should be used by Owners in the
emissions assessment.
In response to a question, M. Januszkiewicz advised that staff would
follow-up with the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and
Parks to determine what constitutes a standard and an objective and
bring this information to the next EFW-WMAC meeting.
C)

Presentation by Gio Anello, Manager, Waste Planning and Technical
Services, The Regional Municipality of Durham, re: The Draft Terms of
Reference for the Durham York Energy Centre Expansion to Process
250,000 tonnes per year
G. Anello provided a PowerPoint presentation regarding the Draft
Terms of Reference for the Durham York Energy Centre Expansion
to Process 250,000 tonnes per year. A copy of his presentation was
provided at the meeting.
Highlights of the presentation included:
•
•
•
•
•

Durham Region Disposal Needs (Update June 2019)
Process for Terms of Reference
Environmental Assessment (EA) Terms of Reference
Durham York Energy Centre (DYEC) Oversized Components for
250,000 Tonnes Per Year
Conclusions

G. Anello advised that a Terms of Reference is not an environmental
assessment (EA) but outlines what work and studies will be done
during the EA stage. He also advised that the proponent does not
need to do the work or studies at the Terms of Reference stage.
G. Anello responded to questions regarding next steps once the
Terms of Reference have been drafted and expected timelines for
completion; public consultation on the draft Terms of Reference;
building flexibility into the Terms of Reference with respect to
possible future legislative and regulatory changes; and the
importance of including all necessary and required information in the
draft Terms of Reference.
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5.

Delegations
There were no delegations to be heard.

6.

Correspondence
There were no correspondence items to be considered.

7.

Administrative Matters

A)

EFW-WMAC Budget
G. Rocoski advised that the EFW-WMAC has a small budget and
asked if there was interest in touring any of Durham’s waste facilities.
The consensus of the Committee was that they would like to tour as
many sites as possible.
G. Rocoski advised that he could put a list of facilities together and
circulate it to the Committee for review.
M. Januszkiewicz advised that the best day for staff to visit any
facility would be on a Monday. She advised that there is no collection
on Mondays, just regular maintenance taking place.

8.

Other Business

A)

Update by Gio Anello, Manager, Waste Planning and Technical
Services, The Regional Municipality of Durham, re: The Durham York
Energy Centre (DYEC)
G. Anello provided an update regarding the Durham York Energy
Centre (DYEC).
G. Anello advised that the Spring source test report has been
finalized now and the results were well below standards. He also
advised that the Fall source test occurred the week of September 9,
2019, and preliminary results should be available in a few weeks.
Detailed discussion ensued with respect to concerns expressed that
Durham Region staff do not receive the monthly AMESA data. G.
Anello advised that once the AMESA cartridge data becomes
correlated with the stack test results, it is used for trend analysis.
Prior to the correlation, the AMESA data would be considered invalid.

B)

Update by Gio Anello, Manager, Waste Planning and Technical
Services, The Regional Municipality of Durham, re: Organics
Management
G. Anello provided an update regarding Organics Management.
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G. Anello advised that staff are currently working with the consultant,
GHD Ltd., to put together the schedule, the legislation review,
commence the siting exercise, and development of the RFQ. He
advised that staff will be reporting back to Council this Fall with an
update.
M. Januszkiewicz responded to questions regarding how the
Organics Management Strategy would impact the incinerator. In
response to a question, G. Anello advised that staff have not created
another projection on growth analysis, but that will most likely occur
in Spring 2020.
With respect to forthcoming negotiations with Epcor and details
regarding the City of Edmonton facility, M. Januszkiewicz advised
that Report #2019-COW-22: Organics Management Solution –
Expression of Interest Process and Next Steps Including Site
Identification Criteria and Anti-Lobbying Protocol, and Report #2019WR-10: City of Edmonton Waste Management Centre will be on the
September 25, 2019 Regional Council agenda for consideration. She
also advised that another report with respect to Anaerobic Digestion
(AD) and the Request for Qualification (RFQ) planning is scheduled
for November/December 2019. Details of this report will include
Durham’s processes; recommendations on a preferred site; and the
RFQ process.
It was noted that the EFW-WMAC motion that was passed at the May
28, 2019 EFW-WMAC meeting was presented to the Works
Committee on September 4, 2019 and received for information.
It was also noted that at the June 26, 2019 Council meeting an
amendment was made to Part C) of Report #2019-COW-3: 2019
Solid Waste Management Servicing and Financing Study so that it
now reads as follows:
“That staff be authorized to commence drafting the Terms of
Reference for the Environmental Assessment (EA) for the DYEC
expansion to process 250,000 tonnes per year, including retaining
consulting assistance at a cost not to exceed $60,000”.
C)

Update by Mirka Januszkiewicz, Director, Waste Management
Services, The Regional Municipality of Durham, re: The transition of
the Blue Box to Extended Producer Responsibility
M. Januszkiewicz provided an update regarding the transition of the
blue box to Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR).
M. Januszkiewicz advised that the biggest shift in the waste industry
is EPR. She also advised that there are different elements of EPR.

Energy from Waste – Waste Management Advisory Committee Minutes
September 24, 2019
Page 8 of 9
She stated that tires are subject to EPR already, and regulations will
be coming forward for electronics and batteries.
M. Januszkiewicz advised that first importers will have to pay to
process and collect the materials, and then make them into new
products. She also advised that the blue box program will be 100%
funded by the producers will no longer be under municipal
jurisdiction. Staff are currently working on how the Region of Durham
will transition to EPR because it will impact the collection, processing
and marketing of Durham’s recyclables. She advised that the
Province will make the standard with respect to what goes in the blue
box and what else will be subject to this program.
M. Januszkiewicz advised that a comprehensive report is anticipated
to go to Council in January 2020, that will be consistent with other
regions about how the strategy will move forward. She also advised
that she will bring another update to the November 26, 2019 EFWWMAC meeting, and at that time hopefully have a discussion about
compostable plastics.
M. Januszkiewicz responded to questions regarding the EPR
timelines from the Province; public consultation organized by the
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO); and negotiations with
Epcor to establish a joint venture/partnership with the Region on its
long-term organics waste management solution.
M. Januszkiewicz advised that she will put a chart together of the
projected timelines for EPR that was shared by the Minister of the
Environment, Conservation and Parks and bring it back to the
Committee.
Discussion ensued regarding the EFW-WMAC taking a position on
compostable plastics and the possibility of the Committee hosting a
public information session to invite speakers from AMO, specifically
Dave Gordon, Senior Advisor, Waste Diversion, to discuss this issue.
M. Januszkiewicz advised that the closest public consultation session is
being held in Smith Falls.
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9.

Next Meeting
The next regularly scheduled meeting of the EFW-WMAC will be held
on Tuesday, November 26, 2019 in the Lower Level Boardroom (LLC), at 7:00 PM, Regional Headquarters, 605 Rossland Road East,
Whitby.

10.

Adjournment
Moved by T. Farrell, Seconded by C. McLean,
That the meeting be adjourned.
CARRIED
The meeting adjourned at 9:38 PM.

G. Rocoski, Chair, Energy from Waste –
Waste Management Advisory Committee

S. Penak, Committee Clerk

