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 The Regional Municipality of Durham 
COUNCIL INFORMATION PACKAGE 

March 6, 2020 

Information Reports 

2020-INFO-16 Commissioner of Planning and Economic Development – re: Smart 
Commute Durham (SCD) 2019 Progress Report and 2020 Workplan 

Early Release Reports 

2020-P-** Commissioner of Planning and Economic Development – re: Public 
Meeting Report. Application to amend the Durham Regional Official 
Plan, submitted by Darmar Farms Inc. to permit the severance of a 
dwelling rendered surplus to a farming operation as a result of the 
consolidation of non-abutting farm parcels, in the Township of Brock, 
File: OPA 2020-001 

2020-P-** Commissioner of Planning and Economic Development – re: Public 
Meeting Report. Application to amend the Durham Regional Official 
Plan, submitted by D.S. & B. Farms Inc. to permit a severance of a 
dwelling rendered surplus to a farming operation as a result of a 
consolidation of non-abutting farm parcels, in the Township of Brock, 
File: OPA 2020-002 

Early release reports will be considered at the April 7, 2020 Planning and Economic 
Development meeting. 

Staff Correspondence 

1. Memorandum from John Henry, Regional Chair and CEO – re: Certificate 
proclaiming the week of March 22-28, 2020, as Durham Water Week in Durham 
Region 

2. Memorandum from Lori Riviere-Doersam, Principal Planner – re: New Application 
for Regional Official Plan Amendment - OPA 2020-001 

Durham Municipalities Correspondence 

1. Municipality of Clarington – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on 
March 2, 2020, regarding a Declaration of a Climate Emergency 
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2. Municipality of Clarington – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on 
March 2, 2020, in support of Bill 156: Security from Trespass and Protecting Food 
Safety Act, 2019 

3. Municipality of Clarington – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on 
March 2, 2020, in support of the role of Conservation Authorities 

Other Municipalities Correspondence/Resolutions 

1. Township of Madoc – Correspondence dated February 11, 2020 in support of Bill 
156: Security from Trespass and Protecting Food Safety Act, 2019 

2. Township of Madoc – Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on February 
19, 2020, in support of the Township of Springwater resolution regarding the 
Conservation Authority Levies 

3. Township of Madoc – Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on February 
19, 2020, in support of the Town of Tecumesh resolution regarding 911 misdials 

4. Town of Bracebridge – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on 
January 23, 2020, regarding the support for ban of single-use disposable wipes 

5. Municipality of West Nipissing – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held 
on February 25, 2020, in support of a request circulated by the Village of 
Merrickville-Wolford regarding Provincially significant Wetlands Designation 

Miscellaneous Correspondence 

1. World Wildlife Federation Canada (WWF-Canada) – re: Invitation to Nature Works! 
Restoring our Future by 2030, Bram & Bluma Appel Salon, Toronto Reference 
Library, 2nd Floor, 789 Young Street, Toronto, on March 11, 2020, from 9:00 a.m. – 
6:30 p.m. 

2. Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing – re: Letter to Regional Council regarding 
the release of Provincial Policy Statement, 2020 

3. Peterborough County Federation of Agriculture - Correspondence dated February 
18, 2020 in support of Bill 156: Security from Trespass and Protecting Food Safety 
Act, 2019 

Advisory Committee Minutes 

1. Durham Environmental Advisory Committee (DEAC) minutes – February 20, 2020 
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Members of Council – Please advise the Regional Clerk at clerks@durham.ca, if you 
wish to pull an item from this CIP and include on the next regular agenda of the 
appropriate Standing Committee. Items will be added to the agenda if the Regional Clerk 
is advised by Wednesday noon the week prior to the meeting, otherwise the item will be 
included on the agenda for the next regularly scheduled meeting of the applicable 
Committee. 

Notice regarding collection, use and disclosure of personal information: 
Written information (either paper or electronic) that you send to Durham Regional Council 
or Committees, including home address, phone numbers and email addresses, will 
become part of the public record.  If you have any questions about the collection of 
information, please contact the Regional Clerk/Director of Legislative Services. 



If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 2526 

The Regional Municipality of Durham 
Information Report 

From: Commissioner of Planning and Economic Development 
Report: #2020-INFO-16 
Date: March 6, 2020 

Subject: 

Smart Commute Durham (SCD) 2019 Progress Report and 2020 Workplan 

Recommendation: 

Receive for information 

Report: 

1. Purpose 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to provide an overview of Smart Commute Durham’s 
progress for 2019 and the 2020 Workplan.

2. Background 

2.1 The Smart Commute program is an initiative of cities and regions of the Greater 
Toronto and Hamilton Area (GTHA) to reduce traffic congestion and take action 
on climate change through the promotion of sustainable modes of transportation. 

2.2 Since the Smart Commute Durham (SCD) program was established in 2008, it 
has grown from 3 to 31 members consisting of 45,142 employees across Durham 
Region, which equates to 22% of Durham employees1 (refer to Smart Commute 
Employer Members and Employee Members charts below). The program has 

                                            

1 200,291 jobs Durham 2018 business count: https://www.durham.ca/en/doing-
business/resources/Documents/PlanningandDevelopment/2018-Business-Count-Highlights.pdf 

https://www.durham.ca/en/doing-business/resources/Documents/PlanningandDevelopment/2018-Business-Count-Highlights.pdf
https://www.durham.ca/en/doing-business/resources/Documents/PlanningandDevelopment/2018-Business-Count-Highlights.pdf
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achieved an average yearly reduction of 386,961 vehicles kilometres travelled 
(VKT), 21,623 single occupancy vehicle (SOV) and 86.2 metric tonnes of GHG 
reductions2, which is equivalent to 210,758 miles driven by an average passenger 
vehicle.3

2.3 For 2020 the Smart Commute Durham program aims to grow its membership to 
include 5 hospital sites across Durham Region that consist of approximately 8,980 
staff.4
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2.4 An important part of the SCD program is supporting programming and initiatives 
to promote and encourage sustainable modes of transportation for commuting 
purposes. The operating model for the program involves working with employees 
to promote sustainable commuter options, such as carpooling, transit, cycling, 
walking, telework, and flexible work arrangements. 

2.5 SCD’s operating model involves the creation and implementation of an annual 
workplan. The progress report from 2019 and the description of the activities that 
SCD plans to provide in year of 2020 is summarized below. 

2.6 In 2019, SCD staff facilitated several activities, including the successful 
implementation of sustainable commuter programs, events and campaigns, which 
can be classified under the following categories:

                                            
2 2013 yr. data – Metrolinx cancelled Carpoolzone.ca in 2014, therefore no metrics are available after 2013 
3 Source: United States Environmental Protection Agency – Greenhouse Gas Equivalencies Calculator: 
https://www.epa.gov/energy/greenhouse-gas-equivalencies-calculator 
4 Source: Lakeridge Health https://www.lakeridgehealth.on.ca/en/aboutus/Keystats.asp 
 

https://www.epa.gov/energy/greenhouse-gas-equivalencies-calculator
https://www.lakeridgehealth.on.ca/en/aboutus/Keystats.asp
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a. Outreach and Education 

• Bike Month – multiple events were held at Smart Commute 
businesses including bike tours, bike repair workshops, and 
educational sessions on bike safety for all road users. Bike Month is 
an awareness campaign which aims to encourage cycling and active 
transportation as well as educate all road users on cycling safety. 
Bike Month initiatives also help support the goals and objectives 
identified in various Regional policies including the Official Plan, 
Transportation Master Plan, the Vision Zero Strategic Road Safety 
Action Plan, and helps support the achievement of the overall 
Transportation Demand Management (TDM) targets5 for the Region. 

• OPG Darlington – Regional staff began working with OPG Darlington 
to implement targeted programming at the worksite. In 2019, staff 
conducted a site visit and prepared a draft survey intended to 
establish an understanding of the commuting habits of Darlington 
employees. This new relationship with OPG Darlington has increased 
outreach of SCD by appropriately 3,100 employees. For 2020, staff 
will continue to work with the Darlington Smart Commute champions 
to determine appropriate programming for the worksite. 

b. Communication and Marketing 

• Regional staff created communications and marketing materials for 
Smart Commute Month and Winter Commute Month. 

• Regional staff maintained consistent lines of communication with 
Smart Commute members, providing them with the necessary 
updates and information as program changes occurred. 

c. Monitoring and Evaluation 

• Regional staff conducted quarterly surveys to examine commuting 
behaviours across Durham Region to inform future activities and 
determine priorities for SCD program. Quarterly surveys consisted of 
three brief surveys and a longer, more in-depth survey carried out in 
September in conjunction with Smart Commute Month. 

                                            
5 Yr. 2031 TDM targets: 67% auto driver (single occupancy), 10% auto passenger (carpool), 20% transit, 
3% other (active transportation). Source: Envision Durham Transportation System Discussion Paper Figure 
10: Work trips made by Durham Residents by mode, morning peak period (6 to 9 a.m.), 2006-2031. 

https://www.durham.ca/en/doing-business/resources/Documents/PlanningandDevelopment/2019-P-41-Envision-Durham-Transportation-System-Discussion-Paper-CR-and-Attachment-1.pdf
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• These surveys revealed that the majority of respondents (83%) drive 
alone to and from work and there is an upward trend between the 
number of people who carpool to and from work between Q2 and Q4 
of 2019 with 22% of program participants indicating that they carpool 
to and from work; and a 2% increase in carpooling each quarter. 

• The survey findings complement the goals identified in Section 5.5.1 
of the Envision Durham Transportation Discussion Paper, part of the 
Municipal Comprehensive Review of the Region’s Official Plan, which 
notes the importance of reducing single-occupant vehicle travel and 
reduce peak period travel. 

• These results have been used to tailor SCD programming efforts and 
work with Durham Region organizations to develop strategies and 
initiatives to reduce single-occupant vehicle travel and increase 
sustainable commuting by promoting the Smart Commute Ride 
Matching Tool, encouraging transit use for first and last mile of trips, 
and promoting active transportation events and campaigns such as 
cycling and steps challenges. 

2.7 Following the decision by Metrolinx in June 2019 to discontinue the Smart 
Commute Program funding, Regional staff worked with the other GTHA regional 
partners (the Regions of Peel, York and Cities of Toronto and Hamilton) to draft a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Regional and Municipal 
partners to redefine the role of Smart Commute and establish a path forward. 
Regional staff will continue to work with the GTHA regional partners to update the 
Smart Commute website and finalize the MOU, which will be presented to Council 
for approval in Q2/Q3 of 2020.

3. 2020 Workplan 

3.1 The SCD commuter activities include sustainable commuter programs, events 
and campaigns. The SCD initiatives planned for 2020 fall under four key 
categories: 

a. Programs Campaigns and Events 

• Programs, campaigns and events make up the majority of SCD 
initiatives for 2020 and are a critical component of SCD to help 
encourage more people to use sustainable modes of transportation to 
get to and from work. 

https://www.durham.ca/en/doing-business/resources/Documents/PlanningandDevelopment/2019-P-41-Envision-Durham-Transportation-System-Discussion-Paper-CR-and-Attachment-1.pdf
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b. Promotion and Outreach 

• Promotion and outreach are essential components of SCD to help 
promote and generate awareness and increase our membership. 

c. Funding and Resource Support 

• It is important to continue to support new and existing initiatives to 
successfully continue to promote, support and implement the various 
events and components of SCD. 

d. Monitoring and Evaluation

• Monitoring and evaluation are important components of SCD to help 
ensure initiatives, and members are achieving their outcomes, to help 
improve existing and new programs / members experience and 
continue to operate smoothly. 

Additional details and information are provided in Attachment 1.

4. Conclusion 

4.1 Smart Commute Durham is a key component of the Region’s Transportation 
Demand Management (TDM) efforts and forms a part of the Durham Transportation 
Master Plan. Commuters can continue to look to the Region of Durham when it 
comes to sustainable transportation options as it transitions to new programming 
over the coming year. 

5. Attachments 

Attachment #1: Initiatives Planned for Smart Commute Durham 2020 

Respectfully submitted, 

Original signed by 

Brian Bridgeman, MCIP, RPP 
Commissioner of Planning and 
Economic Development 



Attachment #1 
 

Initiatives Planned for Smart Commute Durham 2020 

The following section summarizes the various initiatives planned for SCD for 2020 and 
provides details and information about each initiative / component identified in the 
workplan.  

Programs, Campaigns and Events:  
1. Carpool Week 

• Encourage carpooling with Smart Commute Durham businesses.  
Rationale Timeline 

• Provide incentives and advertising for carpool options.  
• Supports Direction #5 in the Region’s Transportation 

Master Plan (TMP) to promote sustainable travel 
choices and actions. Helps achieve goals identified in 
sections 7.4 of the TMP and actions 70, 71, 74 and 75. 

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 

    

 
2. Bike Lending Program at Regional Headquarters  

• Encourage lunchtime cycling and activity at Regional HQ. 
Rationale Timeline 

• Alignment with Regional TDM goals, provides 
opportunities for cycling to staff that may be unable to 
ride to work.  

• Supports Direction #5 in the Region’s TMP to promote 
sustainable travel choices. Helps to achieve the actions 
and goals identified in sections 7.4 of the TMP and 
actions 70, 71, 74 and 75. 

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 

    

 

3. Bike Month and Bike to Work Day (workplaces)   
• Encourage recreational and utilitarian cycling in Durham Region, and at Smart 

Commute Durham businesses. 
Rationale Timeline 

• Provide incentives and information on cycling in Durham 
to encourage more people to use active transportation 
to commute to and from work.  

• Supports Direction #5 in the TMP to promote 
sustainable travel choices and actions. Helps achieve 
goals identified in sections 7.4 of the TMP and actions 
70, 71, 74 and 75. 

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 

    
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4. Workplace Training for New Smart Commute Online Tool  

• New Smart Commute Online Tool launched by the end of Q1 2020. 
Rationale Timeline 

• The old tool will no longer be operational in 2020. A new 
tool required to maintain member level services and to 
help people find carpool matches for commuting to their 
workplace.  

• Supports Direction #5 in the TMP to promote 
sustainable travel choices and actions. Helps achieve 
goals identified in sections 7.4 of the TMP and actions 
70, 71, 74 and 75. 

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 

    

 
5. Additional Member Level Events (Smart Commute Month, Walk and Wheel 
October)  

• Deliver Carpool Week / Month and potential new transit and active 
transportation-themed months. 

Rationale Timeline 
• Smart Commute holds events throughout the year, and 

it is important to maintain this standard. It is also 
necessary to ensure continuity with other regional 
governments, who are holding these events. Active 
Switch will no longer be offered. 

• Supports Direction #5 in the TMP to promote 
sustainable travel choices and actions. Helps achieve 
goals identified in sections 7.4 of the TMP and actions 
70, 71, 74 and 75. 

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 

    

 
6. Lunch and Learn Activities  

• Host quarterly lunch and learn sessions at Regional HQ for Smart Commute 
Durham and alternative transportation options. 

Rationale Timeline 
• Educate Regional staff on sustainable transportation 

commuting options (and sustainable transportation 
more broadly) to encourage knowledge about the 
benefits and significance of sustainable commuting.  

• Supports Direction #5 in the TMP to promote 
sustainable travel choices and actions. Helps achieve 
goals identified in sections 7.4 of the TMP and action 
75. 

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 

    
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7. Carpool Management Expansion to other SCD Workplaces  

• Investigate managing Regionally-owned commuter lots after new Smart 
Commute Durham tool is implemented. Continue the carpool management 
program at Regional HQ, and aim to expand it to other Smart Commute 
Durham workplaces. 

Rationale Timeline 
• Can provide a better understanding of carpool 

behaviours in Durham, more data and potential for 
greater enforcement of carpool-only spaces. 

• Supports Direction #5 in the TMP to promote 
sustainable travel choices and actions. Helps achieve 
goals identified in sections 7.4 of the TMP and actions 
70, 71, 74 and 75. 

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 

    

 
8. SCD Custom Projects and Consulting Services   

• Planning to deliver 1-2 custom projects in 2020. Possible projects could 
include: bike repair stations; Commuter lot marketing; and / or carpool 
programs with local municipalities or businesses.  

Rationale Timeline 
• Custom projects help encourage and support 

sustainable commuting that is tailored to the needs of 
each business.  

• Supports Direction #5 in the TMP to promote 
sustainable travel choices and actions. Helps achieve 
goals identified in sections 7.4 of the TMP and actions 
70, 71, 74 and 75. 

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 

    

Promotion and Outreach:  
1. Increase Membership   

• Increase the membership of Smart Commute Durham by approaching new 
regional businesses and existing large businesses. Possible new members 
could include:  

o Hospitals; Durham Live; long-term care facilities 
Rationale Timeline 

• Increasing new members helps to promote and expand 
Smart Commute awareness and encourages more 
people to commute sustainably.  

• Supports Direction #5 in the TMP to promote 
sustainable travel choices and actions. Helps achieve 
goals identified in sections 7.4 of the TMP and actions 
70, 71, 74 and 75. 

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 

    
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Funding and Support:   
1. Seek Grants for 2020 and Beyond 

• Fund Smart Commute Durham custom projects for 2020 and beyond. 
Rationale Timeline 

• Critical to helping run additional projects and support 
local businesses in implementing Smart Commute 
initiatives at their work place in the absence Metrolinx 
funding. 

• Supports Direction #5 in the TMP to promote 
sustainable travel choices and actions. Helps achieve 
goals identified in sections 7.4 of the TMP and actions 
74 and 75. 

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 

    

 

Monitoring and Evaluation:   

1. Smart Commute Durham Annual Business Meetings  
• Meet with businesses in the first quarter to discuss Smart Commute outlook for 

the year and SC designation (gold, silver, bronze, etc). 
Rationale Timeline 

• Allows for annual in-person discussion with member 
businesses, addressing of unique concerns, 
familiarization with unique site characteristics.  

• Supports Direction #5 in the TMP to promote 
sustainable travel choices and actions. Helps achieve 
goals identified in sections 7.4 of the TMP and actions 
70, 71, 74 and 75. 

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 

    

 
2. Smart Commute Durham Quarterly Surveys   

• Complete 4 surveys per year across the Smart Commute Durham network (3 
short form, 1 long form in September). 

Rationale Timeline 
• Council-mandated surveys to keep track of program 

statistics and success. Can help identify barriers and 
solutions to sustainable commuting options. 

• Supports Direction #5 in the TMP to promote 
sustainable travel choices and actions. Helps achieve 
goals identified in sections 7.4 of the TMP and actions 
74 and 75.  

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 

    
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3. Carpool Management Program at Regional HQ   

• Continue the carpool management program at Regional HQ. 
Rationale Timeline 

• Allows for a better understanding of carpool behaviours 
in Durham, more data and potential for greater 
enforcement of carpool-only spaces. 

• Supports Direction #5 in TMP to promote sustainable 
travel choices and actions. Helps achieve goals 
identified in section 7.4 of the TMP and actions 71, 74 
and 75. 

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 

    
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EARLY RELEASE OF REPORT 

The Regional Municipality of Durham 
Report 

To: Planning and Economic Development Committee 
From: Commissioner of Planning and Economic Development  
Report: #2020-P-** 
Date: April 7, 2020 

Subject: 

Public Meeting Report 

Application to amend the Durham Regional Official Plan, submitted by Darmar Farms Inc. 
to permit the severance of a dwelling rendered surplus to a farming operation as a result 
of the consolidation of non-abutting farm parcels, in the Township of Brock, File: OPA 
2020-001. 

Recommendation: 

That the Planning and Economic Development Committee recommends: 

A) That Commissioner’s Report #2020-P-** be received for information; and 

B) That all submissions received be referred to the Planning Division for consideration. 

Report: 

1. Purpose 

1.1 On February 3, 2020, Clark Consulting Services Ltd., on behalf of Darmar Farms 
Inc. submitted an application to amend the Regional Official Plan (ROP) to permit 
the severance of a dwelling rendered surplus as a result of the consolidation of non-
abutting farm parcels in the Township of Brock. 
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1.2 A “Notice of Complete Application and Public Meeting” regarding the application 
has been advertised in The Brock Citizen and Kawartha Lakes This Week 
newspapers.  Notice of this meeting has also been mailed to those who own land 
within 120 metres (400 feet) of the subject site. The report was made available to 
the public prior to the meeting. 

2. Site Description 

2.1 The subject site is located at 396 Cameron Street East and is located immediately 
east of the Cannington urban area (Attachment 1). 

2.2 The applicant is a private farm corporation which owns a total of 13 agricultural 
parcels under the name Darmar Farms, that encompasses approximately 579.5 
hectares (1,432 acres). Four of the parcels are located in Durham Region 
(Attachment 2). 

2.3 The agricultural parcel is triangular in shape and contains an existing dwelling. A 
watercourse traverses the property from west to east. 

2.4 Surrounding uses located adjacent to the subject site include: 

a. North – Beaver River Wetlands Trail (part of a former railway line now owned 
by Hydro One), agricultural lands; 

b. East – rural residential lands, agricultural lands, Simcoe Street; 

c. South – rural residential lands, agricultural lands; and 

d. West – rural residential lands, Cannington urban area, sewage lagoons. 

2.5 The proposed amendment to the ROP would permit the severance of a 0.4 hectare 
(1 acre) parcel of land containing a farm dwelling from a 22.6 hectares (55.9 acre) 
agricultural parcel. The dwelling is not utilized by a farm employee and is currently 
rented. The retained agricultural parcel will continue to be used for agricultural 
purposes. 

3. Reports Submitted in Support of the Application 

3.1 A Planning Justification Report prepared by Clark Consulting Services Ltd. has 
been submitted in support of the application. The report concludes that the 
proposed amendment meets the objectives and requirements of the Provincial 
Policy Statement, the Greenbelt Plan and the ROP. The report also concludes the 
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proposed severance will comply with Minimum Distance Separation (MDS) 
requirements. 

3.2 A Farm Holdings Inventory Report prepared by Clark Consulting Services Ltd. 
indicates that Darmar Farms Inc. owns four farms in the Region of Durham. These 
farms are used for cash cropping. Darmar Farms owns two houses within the 
Region, both of which are surplus to the farming operation. 

3.3 A Site Screening Questionnaire completed by GHD indicated that there are no 
significant site contamination concerns on the subject property. 

4. Provincial Plans and Policies 

4.1 The subject site is located within the “Protected Countryside” designation of the 
Greenbelt Plan. The Provincial Policy Statement, as well as the Greenbelt Plan may 
permit the severance of a residence surplus to a farming operation as a result of 
farm consolidation. Severances of surplus farm dwellings are allowed provided the 
planning authority ensures that a residential dwelling is not permitted in the future 
on the proposed retained farm lot created by the severance. 

5. Durham Regional Official Plan Context 

5.1 The subject site is designated “Prime Agricultural Areas” in the ROP with a Key 
Hydrologic Feature (watercourse) on site. Severance applications for agricultural 
uses may be considered in accordance with the relevant policies of Sub-Section 9A 
of the ROP. 

5.2 Policy 9A.2.10 of the ROP permits the severance of a farm dwelling rendered 
surplus as a result of a farmer acquiring a non-abutting farm, provided that: 

a. The dwelling is not needed for a farm employee; 

b. The farm parcel is a size which is viable for farm operations; 

c. For sites within the Protected Countryside of the Greenbelt Plan, the dwelling 
was in existence as of December 16, 2004; 

d. The farm parcel is zoned to prohibit any further severances or the 
establishment of any residential dwelling. 

6. Consultation 

6.1 The ROP Amendment has been circulated to a variety of agencies, including the 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing; the Township of Brock; the City of 
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Kawartha Lakes; the Regional Health Department; Lake Simcoe Region 
Conservation Authority; and the Durham Agricultural Advisory Committee. 

7. Public Consultation 

7.1 Anyone who attends the public meeting may present an oral submission, and/or 
provide a written submission to the Planning and Economic Development 
Committee on the proposed amendment. Also, any person may make written 
submissions at any time before Regional Council makes a decision. 

7.2 If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or 
does not make written submissions before the proposed official plan amendment is 
adopted, the person or public body: 

a. Is not entitled to appeal the decision of the Region of Durham to the Local 
Planning Area Tribunal (LPAT) (formerly the Ontario Municipal Board); and 

b. May not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the LPAT, as 
appropriate, unless in the opinion of the Tribunal, there are reasonable 
grounds to add the person or public body as a party. 

7.3 Anyone who want to be notified of Regional Council’s decision on the proposed 
ROP Amendment must submit a written request to: 

Brian Bridgeman, MCIP, RPP 
Commissioner of Planning and Economic Development 

Planning and Economic Development Department 
Regional Municipality of Durham 
Durham Regional Headquarters 

605 Rossland Road East 
Whitby, ON L1N 6A3 

8. Future Regional Council Decision 

8.1 The Planning and Economic Development Committee will consider the proposed 
ROP Amendment at a future meeting and will make a recommendation to Regional 
Council. Council’s decision will be final unless appealed. 

8.2 All persons who make oral submissions, or have requested notification in writing, 
will be given notice of the future meeting of the Planning and Economic 
Development Committee and Regional Council at which the subject application will 
be considered. 
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9. Attachments 

Attachment #1: Location Sketch 

Attachment #2: Darmar Farms Inc. Agricultural Land Holdings 

Respectfully submitted, 

Original signed by 

Brian Bridgeman, MCIP, RPP 
Commissioner of Planning and  
Economic Development 

Recommended for Presentation to Committee 

Elaine C. Baxter-Trahair 
Chief Administrative Officer 
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If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 2564 

EARLY RELEASE OF REPORT 

The Regional Municipality of Durham 
Report 

To: Planning and Economic Development Committee 
From: Commissioner of Planning and Economic Development  
Report: #2020-P-** 
Date: April 7, 2020 

Subject: 

Public Meeting Report 

Application to amend the Durham Regional Official Plan, submitted by D.S. & B. Farms 
Inc. to permit a severance of a dwelling rendered surplus to a farming operation as a 
result of a consolidation of non-abutting farm parcels, in the Township of Brock, File: OPA 
2020-002. 

Recommendation: 

That the Planning and Economic Development Committee recommends: 

A) That Commissioner’s Report #2020-P-** be received for information; and 

B) That all submissions received be referred to the Planning Division for consideration. 

Report: 

1. Purpose 

1.1 On January 30, 2020, Clark Consulting Services Ltd., on behalf of D.S. & B. Farms 
Inc. submitted an application to amend the Regional Official Plan (ROP) to permit 
the severance of a dwelling rendered surplus as a result of the consolidation of 
non-abutting farm parcels in the Township of Brock. 
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1.2 A “Notice of Complete Application and Public Meeting” regarding the application 
has been advertised in The Brock Citizen newspaper.  Notice of this meeting has 
also been mailed to those who own land within 120 metres (400 feet) of the subject 
site.  The report was made available to the public prior to the meeting. 

2. Site Description 

2.1 The subject site is located at C1565 Concession Road 1, in the former Township of 
Thorah (Attachment 1). 

2.2 The applicant is a private farm corporation which owns a total of 11 parcels under 
the name D.S. & B. Farms Inc. that encompasses approximately 557 hectares 
(1,376 acres). Seven parcels are located in the Durham Region (Attachment 2). 

2.3 The subject site is generally rectangular in shape, and has access to Concession 
Road 1.  It is approximately 44.33 hectares (109.54 acres) in size, of which 
approximate 30 hectares (74.13 acres) is being used for cultivation.  A woodland is 
located on the northwest portion of the site, while a watercourse (the Beaver River) 
traverses the eastern parts of the site.  The subject lands are generally flat.  A 
residential dwelling with small accessory structures (sheds) are located on the 
southern part of the site.   

2.4 Surrounding uses located adjacent to the subject site include: 

a. North – agricultural lands, woodlands and wetlands; 

b. East – agricultural lands, Beaver River, woodlands and wetlands; 

c. South – agricultural lands; and 

d. West – agricultural lands, woodlands and wetlands. 

2.5 The proposed amendment to the ROP would permit the severance of a 0.93 
hectare (2.3 acre) parcel of land containing a farm dwelling from a 43.4 hectare 
(107.24 acre) agricultural parcel.  The dwelling is not utilized by a farm employee.  
The retained agricultural parcel will continue to be used for agricultural purposes. 

3. Reports Submitted in Support of the Application 

3.1 A Planning Justification Report prepared by Clark Consulting Services Ltd. has 
been submitted in support of the application.  The report concludes that the 
proposed amendment meets the objectives and requirements of the Provincial 
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Policy Statement, the Greenbelt Plan and the ROP.  The report also concludes the 
proposed severance will comply with Minimum Distance Separation (MDS) 
requirements. 

3.2 A Farm Holding Inventory Report prepared by Clark Consulting Services Ltd. 
indicates that D.S. & B. Farms Inc. owns seven farms in the Durham Region and 
four farms in the City of Kawartha Lakes.  These farms are used for cash cropping.  
There are two dwellings located on the farm properties within the Region. 

4. Provincial Plans and Polices 

4.1 The subject site is located within the “Protected Countryside” designation of the 
Greenbelt Plan.  The Provincial Policy Statement, as well as the Greenbelt Plan 
may permit the severance of a residence surplus to a farming operation as a result 
of farm consolidation.  Severances of surplus farm dwellings are allowed provided 
the planning authority ensures that a residential dwelling is not permitted in the 
future on the proposed retained farm lot created by the severance. 

5. Durham Regional Official Plan Context 

5.1 The subject site is designated “Prime Agricultural Areas” in the ROP with portions of 
the site containing Key Natural Heritage and/or Hydrological Features (KNHHF).  
Severance applications for agricultural uses may be considered in accordance with 
the relevant policies of Sub-Section 9A of the ROP. 

5.2 Policy 9A.2.10 of the ROP permits the severance of a farm dwelling rendered 
surplus as a result of a farmer acquiring a non-abutting farm, provided that: 

a. The dwelling is not needed for a farm employee; 

b. The farm parcel is a size which is viable for farm operations; 

c. For sites within the Protected Countryside of the Greenbelt Plan, the dwelling 
was in existence as of December 16, 2004; 

d. The farm parcel is zoned to prohibit any further severances or the 
establishment of any residential dwelling. 

6. Consultation 

6.1 The ROP Amendment has been circulated to a variety of agencies, including the 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing; the Township of Brock; the City of 
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Kawartha Lakes; the Regional Health Department; Lake Simcoe Region 
Conservation Authority; and the Durham Agricultural Advisory Committee. 

7. Public Consultation 

7.1 Anyone who attends the public meeting may present an oral submission, and/or 
provide a written submission to the Planning and Economic Development 
Committee on the proposed amendment. Also, any person may make written 
submissions at any time before Regional Council makes a decision. 

7.2 If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or 
does not make written submissions before the proposed official plan amendment is 
adopted, the person or public body: 

a. Is not entitled to appeal the decision of the Region of Durham to the Local 
Planning Area Tribunal (LPAT) (formerly the Ontario Municipal Board); and 

b. May not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the LPAT, as 
appropriate, unless in the opinion of the Tribunal, there are reasonable 
grounds to add the person or public body as a party. 

7.3 Anyone who want to be notified of Regional Council’s decision on the proposed 
ROP Amendment must submit a written request to: 

Brian Bridgeman, MCIP, RPP 
Commissioner of Planning and Economic Development 

Planning and Economic Development Department 
Regional Municipality of Durham 
Durham Regional Headquarters 

605 Rossland Road East 
Whitby, ON L1N 6A3 

8. Future Regional Council Decision 

8.1 The Planning and Economic Development Committee will consider the proposed 
ROP Amendment at a future meeting and will make a recommendation to Regional 
Council. Council’s decision will be final unless appealed. 

8.2 All persons who make oral submissions, or have requested notification in writing, 
will be given notice of the future meeting of the Planning and Economic 
Development Committee and Regional Council at which the subject application will 
be considered. 
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9. Attachments 

Attachment #1: Location Sketch 

Attachment #2: D.S. & B. Farms Inc. Agricultural Land Holdings 

Respectfully submitted, 

Original signed by 

Brian Bridgeman, MCIP, RPP 
Commissioner of Planning and  
Economic Development 

Recommended for Presentation to Committee 

Elaine C. Baxter-Trahair 
Chief Administrative Officer 
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The Regional 
Municipality of 
Durham 

Office of the Regional Chair 

605 Rossland Rd. E. 
Level5 
PO Box 623 
Whitby, ON L 1 N 6A3 
Canada 

905-668-7711 
1-800-372-1102 
john.henry@durham.ca 

durham.ca 

John Henry 
Reginal Chair and CEO 

March 1, 2020 

Durham Region Works Department 
605 Rossland Road East 
Whitby, Ontario 
L 1N 6A3 

Dear Friends: 

I am pleased to present the enclosed certificate to the 
Works Department of Durham Region, proclaiming 
March 22-28, 2020, as Durham Water Week in Durham 
Region. 

Kindest personal regards, 

cf--
John Henry 
Regional Chair and CEO 

If this information is required in accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102, ext. 2001. 



THE REGIONAL 
MUNICIPALITY 
OFDURHAM 

Certificate of Proclamation 

presented to 

Durham Region Works Department 

On behalf of the Council of 

The Regional Municipality of Durham, 

it is my pleasure to proclaim 
March 22-28, 2020 as 

Durham Water Week 

in Durham Region 

Regional Chair and CEO 















































































If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 2097. 

The Regional Municipality of Durham 

MINUTES 

DURHAM ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

February 20, 2020 

A regular meeting of the Durham Environmental Advisory Committee was held on 
Thursday, February 20, 2020 in Boardroom LL-C, Regional Municipality of Durham 
Headquarters, 605 Rossland Road East, Whitby at 7:05 PM. 

Present: G. Carpentier, Scugog, Chair 
S. Clearwater, Whitby 
J. Cuthbertson, Clarington, Second Vice-Chair 
B. Foxton, Uxbridge 
G. Layton, Oshawa attended the meeting at 7:09 PM 
K. Murray, Member at Large 
D. Sallans, Member at Large 
B. Shipp, Member at Large 
M. Thompson, Ajax 
D. Upadhyay, Youth Member 
S. Yamada, Regional Councillor, Town of Whitby attended the meeting at 

8:21 PM 

Absent:  O. Chaudhry, Pickering 
C. Duffy, Post-Secondary Member 
R. Dickinson, Brock 
K. Lui, Member at Large, First Vice-Chair 
D. Stathopoulos, Member at Large 

Staff 
Present: A. Luqman, Project Planner, Planning & Economic Development Department 

S. Penak, Committee Clerk, Corporate Services – Legislative Services 

1. Approval of Agenda 

Moved by K. Murray, Seconded by D. Sallans, 
That the agenda for the February 20, 2020 DEAC meeting, as 
presented, be approved. 

CARRIED 

3. Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest. 

4. Adoption of Minutes 
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Moved by S. Clearwater, Seconded by D. Upadhyay, 
That the minutes of the regular DEAC meeting held on Thursday, 
January 16, 2020, be adopted. 

CARRIED 

G. Carpentier noted his concern that the incorrect terminology (landfill) was 
used by both delegates from the DEAC meeting held January 16, 2020. He 
stated that the location the delegates were referring to is an excess soil site, 
not a landfill site, and the word contaminants should have been used instead 
of contaminates. 

5. Presentations  

A) Durham Region Waste Management Strategies – Peter Veiga, Manager, 
Waste Management Operations  

Peter Veiga, Manager, Waste Management Operations, provided a 
PowerPoint presentation regarding Durham Region’s Waste Management 
Strategies. 

Highlights from his presentation included: 

• Durham’s Integrated Waste Management System 
o Durham Services 
o Durham Operates 

• Why do we recycle and compost? 
• Other Curbside Programs 
• 2018 Statistics 
• Two Stream Blue Box 

o Papers 
o Containers 

• Blue Box Issues 
o Lack of Sorting 
o Plastic Bags 

• Green Bin Composting 
• Leaf and Yard Waste Composting 
• 3 Waste Management Facilities 
• New Facility – October 2019 
• Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) 

o EPR Programs in Ontario 
o What EPR means for Blue Box 

• What is Durham doing next? 
o Organics Processing 
o Managing the Durham York Energy Centre (DYEC) Capacity 

P. Veiga responded to questions from the Committee regarding the 
processing of different materials; whether all waste management vehicles are 
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retrofitted with both recycling streams (paper products/plastic products); 
whether there are mandatory compost requirements in Durham Region; how 
apartment and condominium buildings are serviced; how Extended Producer 
Responsibility will affect Durham Region and when does it start; and the 
partnership between York Region and Durham Region regarding the DYEC. 

6. Items for Discussion/Input 

A) Update from Climate Change Resiliency Homeowner’s Guide Subcommittee 

J. Cuthbertson advised that the Climate Change Resiliency Homeowner’s 
Guide Subcommittee met before the meeting and had a good discussion with 
several submissions for different sections of the guide such as water and 
transportation. He noted that they also received feedback from Ian McVey, 
Manager of Sustainability. 

B) Update from Environmental Awards Subcommittee  

G. Layton advised that the Environmental Awards Subcommittee met with 
Ian McVey, Manager of Sustainability regarding whether the DRRCC would 
be interested in being a co-host for the Environmental Achievement Awards. 
She advised that I. McVey would bring that forward to the DRRCC for input. 

G. Layton advised that many ideas were discussed such as a possible new 
venue, having family namesakes of the awards come and present the award, 
the option of a guest speaker, and whether there were any possible sponsors 
for the award ceremony.  

A. Luqman will advise the Committee if any approvals are needed from 
Council regarding the selection of award recipients. 

C) Bee Pollinator Spring Seedling Distribution  

D. Upadhyay advised that he sent out emails to various seed distribution 
companies inquiring about costs. The Ontario Seed Company was the most 
reasonable price for buying in bulk. Discussion ensued regarding methods of 
distributing the seeds to residents such as handing it out at the annual 
compost distribution days. A. Luqman advised that she would look into how 
many residents attend the compost days. G. Layton advised that she would 
reach out to Richers Herbs to inquire about their prices and what they could 
offer. There was a further suggestion to cut the seed packets with clover to 
help save costs. The Committee estimated buying 2 kg of seed (roughly 400 
packets) to distribute. 

G. Carpentier advised that the Scugog Environmental Advisory Committee 
(SEAC) undertook their own pollinator project and that they purchased seed 
packets that came with instructions. He advised that he’d send A. Luqman 
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more information regarding the SEAC’s project and what their final decision 
was. 

J. Cuthberston and K. Murray advised that they would assist D. Upadhyay 
with this project. 

D) Envision Durham Housing Policy Planning Discussion Paper  

A. Luqman advised that the Envision Durham Housing Policy Planning 
Discussion Paper is the last paper of the ten-paper series. It is currently open 
for comment. She advised that comments could be submitted individually or 
on behalf of the DEAC. 

7. For Information 

A) Commissioner’s Report #2020-INFO-2 – Monitoring of Land Division 
Committee Decisions of the December 9, 2019 meeting  

A copy of Report #2020-INFO-2 of the Chief Administrative Officer was 
received as Attachment #3 to the agenda. 

B) Correspondence from the City of Oshawa, re: Resolution passed at their 
Council meeting held on December 16, 2019, declaring climate change an 
emergency  

A copy of the correspondence from the City of Oshawa, regarding a 
resolution passed at their Council meeting held on December 16, 2019, 
declaring climate change an emergency, was received as Attachment #4 to 
the agenda. 

C) Correspondence from the City of Pickering, re: Resolution passed at their 
Council meeting held on December 16, 2019, declaring climate change an 
emergency  

A copy of the correspondence from the City of Pickering, regarding a 
resolution passed at their Council meeting held on December 16, 2019, 
declaring climate change an emergency, was received as Attachment #5 to 
the agenda. 

D) Commissioner’s Report #2020-INFO-7 – Monitoring of Land Division 
Committee Decisions of the December 9, 2019 meeting  

A copy of Report #2020-INFO-7 of the Commissioner of Planning and 
Economic Development was received as Attachment #6 to the agenda. 
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E) Addendum to Report #1 of the Finance and Administration Committee for 
consideration by Regional Council – January 29, 2020, re: Durham Region 
Climate Change Emergency Declaration  

A copy of the Durham Region Climate Change Emergency Declaration 
adopted by Regional Council on January 29, 2020, was received as 
Attachment #7 to the agenda. 

Detailed discussion ensued regarding what Durham Region’s measurables 
would be. The Committee stated their concerns that specific metrics weren’t 
noted in the declaration. The Committee highlighted the City of Pickering’s 
Climate Change Emergency Declaration that stated, “That staff report back 
to Council, no later than Q2 2020, for setting measurable performance 
achievements”. 

Discussion also ensued regarding what the purpose of Durham Region 
declaring a climate emergency was, and why DEAC was not consulted. 

Chair Carpentier noted that the Scugog Environmental Advisory Committee 
(SEAC) had a similar declaration before them but didn’t support the climate 
change emergency designation because there were no defined targets. He 
stated that it would now go before Scugog Council for decision. 

In response to a question regarding potential funding the Town of Whitby 
could receive after making their climate change emergency declaration, 
Councillor Yamada advised that he would follow-up with staff to confirm 
whether money was received and if so, how much, and would forward that 
information to staff to distribute to the Committee. 

F) Correspondence received from Land Over Landings – Submitting additional 
data as requested by Mayor Collier following a delegation at the Regional 
Council meeting held on January 29, 2020 pertaining to the Region’s Climate 
Change Emergency Declaration  

A copy of correspondence received from Land Over Landings, regarding 
additional data as requested by Mayor Collier following a delegation at the 
Regional Council meeting held on January 29, 2020 pertaining to the 
Region’s Climate Change Emergency Declaration, was received as 
Attachment #8 to the agenda. 

Moved by K. Murray, Seconded by D. Upadhyay, 
That Information Items 7A) to 7F) inclusive, be received for 
information. 

CARRIED 
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8. Other Business 

A) Port Granby Project Citizen Liaison Group (CLG)   

S. Clearwater spoke to a breach of a berm around the engineered landfill into 
Lake Ontario. She stated that she had raised this issue of whether the 
engineered landfill had been engineered for climate change previously with 
the group. 

B) Duffin Creek Water Pollution Control Plant (WPCP) Advisory Committee  

S. Clearwater advised that she attended the first Duffin Creek Water 
Pollution Control Plant (WPCP) Advisory Committee meeting held on 
Tuesday, January 28, 2020. She raised the issue of climate change and 
whether the WPCP had been engineered to deal with it. 

9. Next Meeting 
The next regular meeting of the Durham Environmental Advisory Committee 
will be held on Thursday, March 12, 2020 starting at 7:00 PM in Boardroom 
1-B, Level 1, 605 Rossland Road East, Whitby. 

10. Adjournment 

Moved by M. Thompson, Seconded by S. Clearwater, 
That the meeting be adjourned. 

CARRIED 

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM 

G. Carpentier, Chair, Durham 
Environmental Advisory Committee 

S. Penak, Committee Clerk 
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