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The Regional Municipality of Durham 
COUNCIL INFORMATION PACKAGE 

March 13, 2020 

Information Reports 

2020-INFO-17 Commissioner of Finance – re: Annual Reporting of Commodity Price 
Hedging Agreements for the Region of Durham for the 2019 Fiscal 
Year 

2020-INFO-18 Commissioner of Planning & Economic Development – re: Carruthers 
Creek Watershed Plan Update, Draft for Public Review and Comment, 
File: D07-17-01 

2020-INFO-19 Commissioner of Finance – re: Economic Update – Current Risks and 
Uncertainty 

2020-INFO-20 Commissioner of Planning & Economic Development – re: Economic 
Development and Tourism Annual Report 2019 

Early Release Reports 

There are no Early Release Reports 

Staff Correspondence 

1. Memorandum from Dr. R. Kyle, Commissioner and Medical Officer of Health – re:
Health Information Update – March 6, 2020

Durham Municipalities Correspondence 

1. City of Oshawa – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on February
18, 2020, regarding the First Light Foundation of Hope Warming Station Additional
Funding

Other Municipalities Correspondence/Resolutions 

1. Township of Tyendinaga – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on
March 2, 2020, regarding Support for a Peaceful Conclusion to the Ongoing Rail
Disruptions and Encouragement for Ongoing Discussions for a Solution to the
Coastal GasLink Project
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2. Municipality of West Nipissing – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held
on March 3, 2020, in support of a Request Circulated by the Township of Puslinch,
supporting AMO’s Position on the Legislative Changes in Bill 132 with Respect to
the Aggregate Resources Act and the Safe Drinking Water Act

3. Township of North Dumfries – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held
on February 24, 2020, regarding the Regional Government Review Final Report

Miscellaneous Correspondence 

1. Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry – re: the Release of the ‘Protecting
People and Property: Ontario’s Flooding Strategy’

Advisory Committee Minutes 

1. Energy From Waste – Waste Management Advisory Committee (EFW-WMAC)
minutes – February 25, 2020

Members of Council – Please advise the Regional Clerk at clerks@durham.ca, if you 
wish to pull an item from this CIP and include on the next regular agenda of the 
appropriate Standing Committee. Items will be added to the agenda if the Regional Clerk 
is advised by Wednesday noon the week prior to the meeting, otherwise the item will be 
included on the agenda for the next regularly scheduled meeting of the applicable 
Committee. 

Notice regarding collection, use and disclosure of personal information: 
Written information (either paper or electronic) that you send to Durham Regional Council 
or Committees, including home address, phone numbers and email addresses, will 
become part of the public record.  If you have any questions about the collection of 
information, please contact the Regional Clerk/Director of Legislative Services. 
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If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 2304 

From: Commissioner of Finance 
Report: #2020-INFO-17 
Date: March 13, 2020 

Subject: 

Annual Reporting of Commodity Price Hedging Agreements for the Region of Durham for 
the 2019 Fiscal Year 

Recommendation: 

THAT the Committee of the Whole recommend to Regional Council that this report be 
received for information. 

Report: 

1. Background

1.1 On June 20, 2007, Regional Council approved the Commodity Price Hedging 
Agreements: Statement of Policies and Goals for the Region of Durham, as outlined 
in Report #2007-F-53. The primary purpose for the development of the Statement of 
Policies and Goals was to provide the Region with the appropriate framework and 
guidelines when considering commodity price hedging agreements which can assist 
in providing greater price stability and certainty during periods of price volatility.   

2. Reporting Requirements

2.1 As noted in the Statement of Policies and Goals, the Commissioner of Finance and 
Treasurer shall report to Council annually with respect to any and all commodity price 
hedging agreements that are in place. The report shall contain, as a minimum, all 
requirements as set out in Ontario Regulation 653/05 and will consist of: 

o A summary of any contingent payment obligations under the commodity price
hedging agreement that, in the opinion of the Commissioner of Finance and
Treasurer, would result in a material impact for the municipality, including
agreement termination provisions, equipment loss, equipment replacement
options and guarantee indemnities; and
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o A summary of the assumptions applicable to any possible variations in the
commodity price hedge agreement payment and contingent payment
obligations.

3. The Region’s Current Natural Gas Consulting Agreement

3.1 As approved by Council through Report #2019-F-4 (Request for Proposals RFP 
#348-2019), Blackstone Energy Services Inc. was awarded the contract for the 
provision of consulting and related services for the supply of natural gas for the 
Region for a three year term with an option to extend for up to two additional one 
year terms. The new contract was made effective November 28, 2019. 

The Region’s Current Natural Gas Price Hedging Strategy 

3.2 The Region currently has almost over 27,600 m3/day of natural gas volumes 
committed to the distribution system through its Direct Purchase Agreement. The 
Region was billed for almost 10 million m3 in total natural gas volumes for the 2019 
calendar year at an estimated cost of almost $2.7 million, including applicable 
taxes (not including DRLHC accounts1) across over 60 end-use accounts. 

3.3 In the 2019 fiscal year, in order to hedge against seasonal volatility, the Region 
entered into the following fixed price transactions: 

2019 Fixed Block Transactions for Natural Gas Supply for 
Regional Managed Pools 

Start Date End Date GJ/day Cost per Unit 

11/01/2018 03/01/2019 209 $3.61/GJ $0.139/m3 

11/01/2018 03/01/2019 214 $3.975/GJ $0.153/m3 

11/01/2018 10/31/2019 214 $3.46/GJ $0.133/m3 

11/01/2019 03/31/2020 214 $3.56/GJ $0.137/m3 

11/01/2019 03/31/2020 184 $3.295/GJ $0.127/m3 

11/01/2019 10/31/2020 230 $2.92/GJ $0.112/m3 

11/01/2019 10/31/2020 214 $3.15/GJ $0.121/m3 

Notes:  - Costs are landed, not including local tolls from CDA Enbridge to Union Dawn. 
- Gigajoule (GJ) conversion to cubic metres (m3) assumes 1 GJ = 26 m3.

1 DRLHC accounts receive natural gas through either the Housing Services Corporation (HSC) natural gas bulk purchase program or 
through OEB-approved system gas rates (approved and updated on a quarterly basis). 
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3.4 Overall, through the execution of the hedges for 2019, it is estimated that the 
Region’s hedging activity resulted in costs that were approximately $11,500 less 
than otherwise would have been incurred securing supply at prevailing index/spot 
market pricing under the Region’s Direct Purchase Agreement. 

3.5 For the 2019 fiscal year overall, it is estimated that the Region’s natural gas 
acquisition costs were approximately $0.138/m3 (weighted average), inclusive of 
transportation costs and tolls for its Ontario landed natural gas including all index 
and balancing transactions as well as fixed-block purchases. The Region’s 
weighted average cost of gas measured favourably versus comparable pricing 
such as: 

• Default Enbridge system gas rate as approved by the Ontario Energy Board 
(2019 estimated simple average of $0.116/m3, including rate rider adjustments, 
and $0.157/m3, including transportation);  

• Local Authority Services (LAS) Natural Gas Program (2018-19 program price of 
$0.106/m3 not including transportation rate (priced at Empress). With 
transportation to Union Dawn at approximately $0.059/m3 total all-in cost was 
estimated to be in the range of $0.165/m3; and  

• Housing Services Corporation (HSC) Bulk Purchase Program (2019 program 
commodity price of just over $0.10/m3 plus transportation rate of just over 
$0.06/m3 for total landed price of $0.163/m3). 

3.6 With supporting market intelligence and analysis as provided by Blackstone Energy 
Services, Regional staff are kept up-to-date regarding market conditions and 
proactively secure natural gas supply for Regional accounts where deemed 
financially beneficial to do so. Any price hedge is incurred primarily to ensure a 
secure source of supply and cost certainty given supply constraints are more often 
experienced over the winter heating season. 

4. The Region’s Current Electricity Consulting Agreement 

4.1 On January 27, 2016, based on Request for Proposal RFP 529-2015, Regional 
Council approved the recommendation that WattsWorth Analysis Inc. 
(‘WattsWorth’) be authorized to act for the Regional Municipality of Durham to 
procure electricity supply as a member in WattsWorth Buying Group, and provide 
related consulting services. The Region’s facilities, including Duffin Creek WPCP 
and DRLHC properties, are estimated to have consumed approximately 185 million 
kWh of electricity in 2019 (metered and not adjusted for losses), at a total cost of 
over $23 million across over 600 individual end-use accounts (including applicable 
taxes).2 

4.2 Among the services provided by WattsWorth under the existing agreement is the 

 
2 Duffin Creek WPCP consumption and cost values are total for the plant. Duffin Creek WPCP is jointly owned by the Regional 
Municipality of Durham and the Regional Municipality of York.  
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development of procurement strategies and obtaining of competitive bids for supply 
of electricity to the Region’s facilities using commodity price hedging agreements, 
where deemed appropriate.  

The Region’s Current Electricity Price Hedging Strategy 

4.3 There are currently no fixed price hedging arrangements in place for any of the 
Region’s electricity accounts as spot market electricity pricing has not reached a 
consistent level that would pose a significant risk to the Region. In addition to 
facilitating hedges (where required), Wattsworth also provides services such as 
strategic advice in account structures, pricing and exiting the Regulated Price Plan 
(RPP, either tiered or Time-of-Use) and shifts to spot market pricing. While the 
Region has used such retail billing agent services in prior years, no Regional 
accounts were enrolled in such services in 2019. 

5. Potential Variations in Commodity Price Hedge Agreement Payment and
Contingent Payment Obligations

5.1 Hedging arrangements provide for fixed commodity pricing and the Region only 
contracts with credit-worthy counterparties which adhere to the requirements of the 
Region’s Commodity Hedging Policy. Given this, there are no reasonably expected 
variations in the price payment of related contingent payment obligations related to 
commodity hedge transactions(s).     

5.2 Given the Region transacts with natural gas suppliers on a regular basis, it has in 
place base supply agreements with four natural gas suppliers (Direct Energy, BP 
Corporation North America, EDF Trading and RBC) which ensures a competitive 
process for all supply transactions. Based on recent review, all of the Region’s 
suppliers continue to meet the minimum creditworthiness thresholds set by the 
Region as laid out in the Council-endorsed Statement of Policies and Goals. For 
electricity-related transactions, while options are frequently reviewed, the Region 
does not currently have any active base agreements with any electricity suppliers. 

6. Conclusion

6.1 For the 2019 fiscal year, while there were no hedges in place for the Region’s 
electricity accounts, the Region did enter into several fixed price transactions for its 
natural gas accounts (not including DRLHC accounts) for the purposes of providing 
enhanced price stability and overall cost certainty.  

6.2 Regional staff continue to work collaboratively with the Region’s respective energy 
advisors and, with evaluation of market conditions and supporting price and 
account analysis, will consider opportunities for additional commodity price hedging 
arrangements, where appropriate and where considered financially beneficial to do 
so.  
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Respectfully submitted, 

Original Signed by Nancy Taylor 

Nancy Taylor, CPA, CA 
Commissioner of Finance 
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The Regional Municipality of Durham 
Information Report 

From: Commissioner of Planning and Economic Development 
Report: #2020-INFO-18 
Date: March 13, 2020 

Subject: 

Carruthers Creek Watershed Plan Update, Draft for Public Review and Comment, File: 
D07-17-01 

Recommendation: 

Receive for information 

Report: 

1. Purpose

1.1 The purpose of this report is to advise of the release the draft Carruthers Creek 
Watershed Plan Update for public review and comment. 

2. Background

2.1 Watershed planning is required by Provincial Plans, including the Oak Ridges 
Moraine Conservation Plan, the Greenbelt Plan and the Growth Plan, to identify and 
protect natural resources and areas, and to help inform future land use planning 
decisions.  The Regional Official Plan (ROP) also recognizes the preparation and 
implementation of Watershed Plans as an effective planning tool in the protection of 
natural heritage resources. 

2.2 Watershed plan documents have traditionally been prepared by conservation 
authorities. In southern Ontario, particularly in the Greater Golden Horseshoe area, 
conservation authorities have experience and expertise in watershed management 
and watershed planning.
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2.3 Watershed planning provides a framework for establishing goals, objectives, and 
direction for the protection of water resources, the management of human activities, 
land, water, aquatic life, and resources within a watershed1.  It also provides an 
opportunity for the assessment of cumulative, cross-jurisdictional and cross-
watershed impacts.  As defined in the Growth Plan, 2019 and outlined in the 
Provincial Draft Watershed Planning Guidance (February 2018), watershed 
planning typically includes: 

a. Watershed characterization; 
b. A water budget and conservation plan; 
c. Nutrient loading assessments; 
d. Consideration of climate change impacts and severe weather events; 
e. Land and water use management objectives and strategies; 
f. Scenario modelling to evaluate the impacts of forecasted growth, servicing 

options, and mitigation measures; 
g. An environmental monitoring plan; 
h. Requirements for the use of best management practices, programs, and 

performance measures; 
i. Criteria for evaluating the protection of the quality and quantity of water; 
j. The identification and protection of hydrologic features, areas, and functions 

and the inter-relationship between or among them; and  
k. targets for the protection and restoration of riparian areas. 

2.4 Watershed plans are not land use plans, nor do they constitute a land use planning 
decision.  However, as required by Provincial Plans, the data, scientific analysis, 
modelling, scenario evaluation and management recommendations generated 
through a watershed planning process is used by municipalities to inform land use 
planning decisions. 

2.5 The Carruthers Creek watershed is located within the City of Pickering and Town of 
Ajax and is on the eastern edge of the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority’s 
(TRCA) jurisdiction.  The watershed is relatively small, at approximately 3,840 
hectares in size, ranging from 2 to 3 kilometres in width, and a total length of 18 
kilometers.  The headwaters of the Carruthers Creek form to the south of the Oak 
Ridges Moraine, in the City of Pickering, and the creek enters Lake Ontario in the 
Town of Ajax.  The Carruthers Creek watershed consists of four subwatersheds2.

                                            
1 A watershed is defined as an area that is drained by a river and its tributaries. 
2 A subwatershed is defined as an area drained by a tributary, or portion of the stream, and is a more 
geographically specific scale than a watershed.
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2.6 The watershed is mainly rural north of Highway 7 and urbanized south of Taunton 
Road to the lakeshore.  From Highway 7 south to Taunton Road, most lands are in 
the protected countryside designation of the provincial Greenbelt Plan.  There are 
approximately 41,000 residents within the boundaries of the watershed.

2.7 Policy 7.3.11 p) of the ROP applies to lands located in Northeast Pickering and 
within the headwaters area of Carruthers Creek Watershed3. The policy states: 
“where a comprehensive review of this Plan includes consideration of lands for 
Urban Area expansion within the City of Pickering east of the Pickering Airport 
lands, outside of the Greenbelt, the following additional matters will be assessed 
and evaluated at that time:….. (ii) the preparation and completion of a watershed 
plan update for the East Duffins and Carruthers Creek watersheds.” The completion 
of this watershed plan is a precondition to the consideration of future development 
in northeast Pickering, but does not signal that the lands will be developed since 
that determination will be made through the Municipal Comprehensive Review 
process (further discussed in Section 5 of this Report). 

2.8 The Work Plan to update the Carruthers Creek Watershed Plan was developed by 
Regional planning staff in consultation with TRCA staff and was designed to meet 
or exceed all Provincial requirements, while satisfying Policy 7.3.11 p) of the ROP.  
On April 1, 2015, Regional Council authorized staff to engage the TRCA in a 
consulting capacity to update the Carruthers Creek Watershed Plan on the Region’s 
behalf.  In June of 2015, the TRCA Board granted approval to enter into a service 
agreement with the Region and to initiate the project. 

2.9 The draft Watershed Plan Update has taken place over two phases.  Phase 1 was 
initiated in June of 2015 and culminated in the preparation of seven peer reviewed 
technical reports that characterize the watershed’s existing conditions. Phase 2 was 
initiated in December of 2017 and included public consultation, further technical 
reports, watershed scenario analyses, and the development of management 
recommendations.  The draft Watershed Plan Update (Attachment #1) was 
prepared by TRCA staff in late 2019 and is now available for public review and 
comment for a 90 day consultation period, along with the supporting Phase 2 
technical reports (Attachment #2 through Attachment #9 are accessible via 
hyperlinks). 

                                            
3 Policy 7.3.11 p) was incorporated into the Durham Regional Official Plan (ROPA128) by the Ontario 
Municipal Board through Decision PL101409 on January 9, 2013. 
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3. A Consultation Focused Approach 

3.1 Since project initiation, the draft Carruthers Creek Watershed Plan Update has 
been a highly consultative and collaborative process.  Following the completion of 
Phase 1 (technical analysis), a comprehensive consultation approach has been 
implemented to raise awareness of the project and to seek input and feedback.  
Below is a summary of consultation activities that have taken place over the course 
of the project thus far: 

a. Project Website: Over 2,400 visits 
b. Project information postcards: Over 2,000 distributed 
c. Online survey: Over 70 participants 
d. Project specific email: Continuously maintained and monitored since 

October 2017. 
e. Popup displays at public events:  7 events 
f. Stakeholder Workshops (environmental non-government organizations, golf 

courses, etc.): Hosted 3 workshops 
g. Update Presentations to Municipal Committees of Council: Durham 2, Ajax 2, 

Pickering 2, TRCA Board of Directors 4  
h. Public Information Centres: 2 (October 8 and October 10, 2019) 
i. TRCA, Ajax, Pickering and TRCA staff to staff meetings: 7 
j. Presentations to advisory committees (Durham Agricultural Advisory 

Committee, Durham Environmental Advisory Committee, Ajax Environmental 
Advisory Committee, etc.): 6 

k. Commissioner’s Reports providing project updates to Durham Planning and 
Economic Development Committee / Committee of the Whole and Council 
with circulation to Ajax and Pickering:  9 

3.2 The draft Watershed Plan Update has entered the final stage of consultation.  
Commencing with the publication of this Commissioner’s Report, the draft 
Watershed Plan Update and supporting technical studies have been released via 
the TRCA’s project website for public review and comment for a period of 90 Days.  
The final date to provide written comments to the TRCA on the draft 
Watershed Plan Update is June 16, 2020.  During this period, an additional Public 
Information Centre will be held on Thursday April 30, 6:00pm to 9:00pm at the 
Audley Recreation Centre (1955 Audley Road, Ajax, Hall 3C) to provide members 
of the public with the opportunity to ask questions and review the plan with TRCA 
staff. 
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4. Watershed Plan Update Overview 

4.1 The draft Watershed Plan Update (Attachment #1) is divided into nine sections.  A 
brief summary of each section is provided below: 

a. Introduction and Background: provides an overview of the rationale and 
policy basis for watershed planning, the local context and considerations, and 
key partners and stakeholders. 

b. Water Resources and Natural Heritage Systems: describes the key 
components of the Water Resource System and Natural Heritage System, 
including a description of how each system was delineated. 

c. Existing Watershed Conditions: describes the current watershed conditions 
based on a series of technical evaluations undertaken in Phase 1 of the study.  
Four key issue areas, being the Water Resource System, the Natural Heritage 
System, Water Quality and Natural Hazards (including flooding) are described 
and rated against benchmark indicators. 

d. Future Watershed Conditions: describes the three future land use scenarios 
that were modelled to predict the response in the watershed, the results of the 
modelling analysis, and the implications of these scenarios. 

e. Management Framework: outlines what needs to be done to protect, 
enhance and restore the watershed’s health.  The management framework 
includes 34 recommendations divided into three goal areas of: Land Use, 
Water Resource System, and Natural Heritage System.  A separate sub-
section (5.4) details the management recommendations, should a settlement 
area boundary expansion occur within Northeast Pickering. 

f. Monitoring and Evaluation:  details the indicators, frequency, and methods 
in which monitoring will occur.  The performance of the Watershed Plan 
implementation will be evaluated on an ongoing basis. 

g. Maps, Glossary and References:  contains supporting resources in the form 
of maps, a glossary of terms, and references. 

4.2 In addition to the draft Watershed Plan Update, a series of supporting technical 
reports have also been completed as part of Phase 2 of the study.  The Phase 2 
technical reports measure and model the watershed in response to different high 
level land use scenarios, which were used to inform the preparation of the draft 
Watershed Plan Update and its management recommendations.  Similar to Phase 
1, the Phase 2 technical reports were subject to an external peer review process to 
ensure the analysis was rigorous and completed at or above technical / industry 
standards. 
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5. Key Outcomes 

5.1 The draft Carruthers Creek Watershed Plan Update is being released for public 
review and comment.  The technical analysis undertaken to characterize the 
watershed’s existing conditions indicate that: 

a. The aquatic ecosystem is sensitive and is near the level of development that it 
can sustain long term without additional and improved mitigation; 

b. There is not enough natural cover, or good quality habitat; 
c. Water quality is impaired; and 
d. The flow of water through the watershed is out of balance with natural 

conditions, resulting in flooding and erosion issues. 

5.2 A management framework (Section 5) has been developed to protect, enhance and 
restore the watershed by addressing existing issues and mitigating the impacts from 
potential future land uses. 

5.3 Scenario analysis is used to help inform the municipal planning process by 
identifying potential impacts and by providing management recommendations on 
potential future land uses.  One of the land use scenarios assumes post-2031 urban 
development within the Carruthers Creek headwaters, within the white belt area of 
Northeast Pickering, for modelling purposes.  The watershed plan update does not 
provide recommendations on the type or configuration of future land uses. 

5.4 As part of “Envision Durham”, the Region’s Municipal Comprehensive Review 
(MCR) of the Regional Official Plan (ROP), a Land Needs Assessment (LNA) will be 
completed to comprehensively assess the Region’s urban structure, its 
intensification potential, and future urban land needs to accommodate the 
provincially mandated population and employment forecasts.  Upon the completion 
of the LNA, a determination will be made on whether additional urban land will be 
required through a settlement area boundary expansion to accommodate the 
provincially mandated growth forecasts.  Should the LNA determine that additional 
urban land is required to accommodate the growth forecast, then candidate areas 
(i.e. areas outside of existing urban areas that are outside of the Greenbelt Plan 
area) would be evaluated and assessed for a settlement area boundary expansion. 

5.5 The draft Watershed Plan Update has modelled likely implications associated with 
the potential for urban development within the headwaters.  Should it be determined 
through the LNA that additional urban land is required in this general area, the 
implications and the related recommendations of the Watershed Plan Update would 
also be considered. 
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6. Next Steps and Conclusion 

6.1 The draft Carruthers Creek Watershed Plan Update is now available for public 
review and comment.  The Watershed Plan Update and the supporting Phase 2 
technical reports are posted on the TRCA project website.  A Public Information 
Centre will be held on Thursday April 30, 6:00pm to 9:00pm at the Audley 
Recreation Centre (1955 Audley Road, Ajax, Hall 3C).  An email notification will be 
sent by TRCA staff to all individuals who previously provided comments on the 
Watershed Plan Update and to those who requested to be notified of project 
progress.  A notice outlining the date, place and time of the April Public Information 
Centre will be distributed via TRCA’s social media platforms and posted on the 
project website.  The final date to provide comments to the TRCA on the draft 
Watershed Plan Update is June 16, 2020. 

6.2 TRCA staff will respond to any written comments that are received during the public 
review period and incorporate any necessary modifications into a final draft 
Watershed Plan.  Following this process, the final draft Watershed Plan and the 
summary package of public comments / submissions will be presented to the 
Durham Region Planning and Economic Development Committee for its 
consideration, and ultimately for endorsement by Regional Council. 

6.3 A copy of this report will be forwarded to the Toronto and Region Conversation 
Authority, the Town of Ajax and the City of Pickering. 

7. Attachments 

Attachment #1: Draft Carruthers Creek Watershed Plan Update, March 2020; 

Attachments via Hyperlinks Only 

Attachment #2: Aquatic Impact Assessment, September 2019; 

Attachment #3: Fluvial Geomorphic Assessment, October 2019; 

Attachment #4: Groundwater Modelling Report, March 2019; 

Attachment #5: Soil Water Assessment Tool (SWAT) Modelling Report, 
September 2019; 

Attachment #6: Stormwater Management Report, May 2019; 

Attachment #7: Terrestrial Impact Assessment, September 2019; 

https://trca.ca/conservation/watershed-management/carruthers-creek/watershed-plan/
https://s3-ca-central-1.amazonaws.com/trcaca/app/uploads/2020/03/05153809/CCWP_AquaticImpactAssessment_Final_AODA-rev_3-2-2020.pdf
https://s3-ca-central-1.amazonaws.com/trcaca/app/uploads/2020/03/05154108/CCWP_Fluvial-Geomorphology_Final_AODA-rev_3-2-2020.pdf
https://s3-ca-central-1.amazonaws.com/trcaca/app/uploads/2020/03/05153058/CCWP_Groundwater-Modelling_Final_AODA-rev_3-2-2020.pdf
https://s3-ca-central-1.amazonaws.com/trcaca/app/uploads/2020/03/05153646/CCWP_SWAT-Report_Final_AODA-rev_3-2-2020.pdf
https://s3-ca-central-1.amazonaws.com/trcaca/app/uploads/2020/03/05153646/CCWP_SWAT-Report_Final_AODA-rev_3-2-2020.pdf
https://s3-ca-central-1.amazonaws.com/trcaca/app/uploads/2020/03/05153232/CCWP_SWM-Report_Final_AODA-rev_3-2-2020.pdf
https://s3-ca-central-1.amazonaws.com/trcaca/app/uploads/2020/03/05153920/CCWP_Terrestrial-Impact-Assessment_Final_AODA-rev_3-2-2020.pdf
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Attachment #8: Urban Forest Assessment, May 2019; 

Attachment #9: Hydrological Assessment, November 2019; 

Respectfully submitted, 

Original signed by 

Brian Bridgeman, MCIP, RPP 
Commissioner of Planning and 
Economic Development 

https://s3-ca-central-1.amazonaws.com/trcaca/app/uploads/2020/03/05153427/CCWP_UrbanForestAssessment_Final_AODA-rev_3-2-2020.pdf
https://s3-ca-central-1.amazonaws.com/trcaca/app/uploads/2020/03/05154220/CCWP_HydrologicalAssessment_rev_3-5-2020.pdf










































































































































































If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 2304 

 

From: Commissioner of Finance 
Report: #2020-INFO-19 
Date:  March 13, 2020 

Subject: 

Economic Update – Current Risks and Uncertainty  

Recommendation: 

Receive for information. 

Report: 

1. Purpose 

1.1 The Regional Finance Department monitors economic conditions on an ongoing 
basis and prepares periodic summary reports to Regional Council. The economy, 
both domestically and internationally, has recently experienced significant shocks 
that have created uncertainty with respect to future economic conditions. The 
following is a brief summary that could have implications for both Regional 
expenditures and revenues.  

2. Major Economic Risks 

2.1 The global economy is currently facing tremendous risk with uncertainty 
surrounding the spread of COVID-19 (novel coronavirus). The threat of the virus 
has produced a global economic shock affecting both aggregate demand 
(consumption) and aggregate supply (production). As a result of the virus, policy 
makers have been forced to adjust macroeconomic policies towards settling the 
fears and stabilizing the economy. 

2.2 The global economy is also facing uncertainty with respect to oil prices as 
disputes between Russia and Saudi Arabia are impacting supply and prices. 

2.3 In addition to these global risks, the Canadian economy has been dealing with 
labour disputes and rail blockades which have impacted domestic production. 

2.4 Most estimates on the Canadian economy have GDP growth slowing in the first 
quarter of 2020. Some estimates also have GDP growth turning negative in the 
second quarter of 2020 before turning positive again in the third quarter. 
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COVID-19 (novel coronavirus) 

2.5 The fear of the spread of COVID-19 has had a significant impact on the global 
economy. The United Nations has estimated that global exports declined by $50 
billion in February 2020 alone. The decline in international exports is largely due 
to restricted trade with China, which is one the world’s largest manufacturers of 
goods. 

2.6 Domestic production in China has significantly declined as a result of COVID-19, 
with the country’s Purchasing Manager’s Index (an important index of production) 
dropping 22 points in February. This equates to a 2 per cent reduction in 
annualized exports and is the lowest PMI level since 2004.   

2.7 The production decline in China is having spillover effects on some of the world’s 
largest trading partners. The United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD) suggests that the production decline in China has had a 
$15.6 billion impact on the European Union economy, with a $5.8 billion and $5.2 
billion impact on the American and Japanese economies respectively. 

2.8 In terms of Canadian trade, Canadian international merchandise trade for January 
2020, as reported by Statistics Canada, showed significant reductions in imports 
and exports with China. Exports to China fell 8.6 per cent in January, with imports 
from China declining 12.1 per cent. China is Canada’s second largest trading 
partner behind the United States. 

2.9 Continued reductions in international trade are expected until signs begin to 
emerge that COVID-19 is being contained.  

Global Oil Prices and Production 

2.10 The fallout from COVID-19 and its impact on Chinese economic output is having a 
corresponding impact on oil production. China accounts for approximately one-
third of the world’s new oil consumption each year. As Chinese manufacturing 
declines significantly, so to does its demand for oil. 

2.11 As global demand for oil declines, the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) and its allies typically agree to cut production in order to 
stabilize prices. However, a disagreement between Saudi Arabia and Russia on 
how much production to cut led to a breakdown in talks and no agreement being 
made. 

2.12 In response, Saudi Arabia aggressively cut the world selling price of its oil and is 
considering increasing production of its oil above 10 million barrels per day, up 
from the current 9.7 million. 

2.13 The reaction of Saudi Arabia caused oil prices to drop 24 per cent on March 9th, 
2020, the first day of trading after the announcement, which was the second 
highest decline in single day trading on record. 
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2.14 Continued tensions between Russia and Saudi Arabia will perpetuate uncertainty 
about oil prices and production, which could lead to increased price volatility in the 
near future. 

2.15 The Canadian economy relies on oil exports as a major contributor to economic 
output. Canada sells its Western Canadian Crude oil in Canadian dollars on the 
global market. If the price of oil declines, it will lead to a decrease in demand for 
Canadian dollars as foreign consumers would require less Canadian dollars to 
purchase the same amount of oil. The resulting effect would be a decline in the 
price and strength of the Canadian dollar relative to other currencies.    

3. Financial Market Reaction 

3.1 The impacts of COVID-19, combined with oil price volatility, have caused major 
instability in the financial markets. 

3.2 Since the outbreak of COVID-19, the world’s largest equity markets have 
experienced extreme volatility associated with uncertainty around production and 
consumption. Since the end of February, the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE) 
saw the S&P 500 Index swing up and down by 2 per cent for four consecutive 
days. This type of volatility has not been seen since the financial crises of 2008. 

3.3 On March 9th, 2020 the S&P 500 Index fell 7 per cent after the start of trading, 
causing a circuit breaker to kick in that halted trading on the NYSE for fifteen 
minutes. Trading was also halted on the Toronto Stock Exchange after a 10 per 
cent decline. 

3.4 Similar volatility has been seen in international equity markets in Europe and Asia. 
The uncertainty around equities has driven investors toward fixed income 
securities, such as bonds and government debt securities. 

3.5 The influx of cash towards fixed income securities has caused a dramatic 
decrease in bond yields. The bond yields on all U.S Treasury Bills, from short 
term to 30-year maturities, fell below one percent for the first time in history on 
March 9th, 2020. 

3.6 On March 9th, 2020, Canadian bond yields also suffered a dramatic decline with 
the 10-year Government of Canada Benchmark Bond yielding 0.53 per cent.       

4. Monetary Policy Response 

4.1 In response to the economic impacts and financial market reactions, Central 
Banks have begun taking actions to calm the fears, stimulate aggregate demand 
and stabilize the economy. 

4.2 On March 3rd the U.S Federal Reserve announced an emergency 50 basis point 
cut to its federal funds rate ahead of its scheduled policy meetings on March 19 -
20. This was the first time that the Federal Reserve cut its rate outside its 
regularly scheduled meetings since the 2008 financial crises. 
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4.3 The Bank of Canada followed suit by cutting its key interest rate target by 50 basis 
points to 1.25 per cent. This was the first interest rate cut by the Bank of Canada 
since 2015. It is widely expected that the bank will initiate further rate cuts in the 
coming months. 

4.4 The Australian Central Bank also cut its key interest rate by 25 basis points while 
the Bank of England will be making a decision at their next scheduled meeting at 
the end of the March. 

4.5 The European Central Bank (ECB) will be making a decision on interest rates at 
its next meeting on March 12th. The ECB has not cut interest rates as of yet; 
however, they have also not raised rates since the financial crises of 2008. The 
deposit rate at the ECB is currently -0.5 per cent. 

4.6 Central Banks have all stated that fears of a continued spread of COVID-19 is the 
reason for the rate cuts. The cuts are meant to encourage business investment, 
stimulate the global supply chain, and increase consumer spending.  

5. Federal Government Response 

5.1 On March 11th, 2019, the Government of Canada announced $1.0 billion in 
funding to help provincial healthcare systems deal with the increasing number of 
COVID-19 cases in Canada, as well as to provide financial assistance to 
Canadian workers who have been forced into self-isolation. 

5.2 The federal government will provide $500 million to provincial and territorial 
healthcare systems for the purchase of medical gear and supplies, such as face 
masks. 

5.3 The federal government will direct $275 million toward medical research focused 
on developing a vaccine and conducting clinical trials. This funding is in addition 
to the previously announced research funding of $27 million. 

5.4 An additional $100 million will be directed toward enhanced surveillance, 
increased testing at the National Microbiology Laboratory, and ongoing support for 
preparedness in First Nations and Inuit communities. The federal government will 
also be providing $50 million in aid to help the World Health Organization address 
the global outbreak. 

5.5 In order to assist Canadian workers, the federal government will waive the 
mandatory one-week wait period for claiming Employment Insurance sickness 
benefits for workers under quarantine or mandatory self-isolation. 

5.6 The government is also enhancing the Work-Sharing program to support 
employers and employees experiencing a downturn in business activity as a result 
of COVID-19. These enhancements will double the time that employers and 
employees are eligible to use Work-Share from 38 to 76 weeks. The Work-Share 
program helps keep employees employed and able to receive income support 
while hours of work have been reduced. 
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6. Additional Domestic Disruptions 

6.1 In addition to COVID-19, the Canadian economy has been dealing with its own 
domestic supply shocks in the form of labour disputes and rail blockades. 

6.2 The ongoing labour dispute among teachers in Ontario caused actual hours 
worked in educational services to decline in February 2020. Although the actual 
hours worked had declined, the actual levels of employment were unchanged 
from January. 

6.3 The labour dispute at CN Rail caused major disruptions to Canadian international 
merchandise trade. In November 2019, Canadian merchandise exports declined 
by 1.4 per cent and imports declined by 2.4 per cent. 

6.4 Additional rail disruptions occurred over January and February when protesters 
set up rail blockades across Canada. The effects of these blockades on the 
Canadian economy will likely negatively impact Canadian GDP in the first quarter 
of 2020. 

7. Conclusions 

7.1 A number of global and domestic economic shocks have occurred over the last 
few months. The full economic impact of COVID-19 has not yet been realized as 
uncertainty remains as to when the virus will be contained. The economic impacts 
will become clearer when GDP estimates for the first quarter of 2020 are released 
at the end of May. 

7.2 The Regional Finance Department will continue to monitor economic conditions 
and provide timely updates as required.    

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Original Signed By 
Nancy Taylor, BBA, CPA, CA 
Commissioner of Finance and Treasurer 

 



If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 2564 

The Regional Municipality of Durham 
Information Report 

From: Commissioner of Planning and Economic Development 
Report: #2020-INFO-20 
Date: March 13, 2020 

Subject: 

Economic Development and Tourism Annual Report 2019 

Recommendation: 

Receive for information 

Report: 

1. Purpose 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to provide Council with a brief overview of the 2019 
Economic Development and Tourism Division’s activities and programs. 

2. Background 

2.1 The Economic Development and Tourism Division provides updates on its activities 
and programming to the Planning and Economic Development Committee regularly. 
The Annual Activity Report is presented as a high-level summary in addition to 
these regular updates. 

2.2 The Annual Report reflects activities undertaken by the various sections of the 
Division which include Business Development & Investment, Agri-Business & Rural 
Economic Development, Marketing and Cluster Development, Tourism, and 
Broadband. 

2.3 In addition, the Annual Report includes an economic snapshot, and spotlights on 
entrepreneurship and innovation initiatives, sector development initiatives, 
highlights from Sport Durham and Film Durham, as well as awards and recognized 
achievements. 
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3. Conclusion 

3.1 The Economic Development and Tourism Division Annual Report will be produced 
on an annual basis going forward. 

4. Attachments 

Attachment #1: Durham Region Economic Development and Tourism Annual 
Report 2019 

Respectfully submitted, 

Original signed by 

Brian Bridgeman, MCIP, RPP 
Commissioner of Planning and 
Economic Development 



2019 
Durham 
Region
Economic Development and Tourism
Annual Report

• Economic Snapshot

• Business Investment and Attraction

• Entrepreneurship and Innovation

• Tourism

2019 Year in Review
• Rural and Agriculture

• Film Durham

• Marketing

• Awards

I found myself inspired time after time during the past year as Durham’s Director of Economic 
Development and Tourism, and energized by the innovative community that we serve.

Durham Region is growing rapidly, and transformation is underway.  New post-secondary programs are 
announced all the time, designed to equip our talented students for the needs of a changing economy. Exciting 
developments are underway in our tourism sector. We’re home to an emerging cannabis cluster. A new tech 
business accelerator opened in Durham Region in 2019, and our businesses, institutions, and partners are all 
working together as an innovation community.

From the over 2000 visitors who supported our agri-business sector during the Gates Open farm tours, to the 
thousands of fans who supported athletes at the 2019 Durham Region Ontario Parasport Games, our residents 
came together to show their community spirit.

As our economy transitions, and technology and innovation-focused sectors grow, the entrepreneurial spirit of 
our community shone through. Businesses across the Region that served more traditional industries pivoted, 
adapted, and diversified their business models to take advantage of emerging opportunities.

The ability to pivot is central to business, but also to any organization. This year, Durham Region Economic 
Development has been transforming as well. We are focusing more on our local employers, and what we can 
do to support their growth. We have refreshed and modernized our brand under Invest Durham, and developed 
new economic development strategies to attract new investment and jobs. It has also been exciting to 
collaborate with many new partners across our vibrant innovation community. 

At the heart of what we do—and why we do it—is our team’s support for the growth and prosperity of our 
community. And I’m full of optimism about what we can do next. 

Simon Gill
Director, Economic Development and Tourism



Economic Snapshot

Durham Region is one of the fastest growing municipalities in Ontario,
experiencing a 13% growth in population from 2008 to 2018.* 

*Ontario Ministry of Health

1,200,000
Durham Region’s expected

population by 2041

12,599 
Businesses in

Durham Region (2018)

$581 million
of non-residential

investment in Durham 
Region in 2018

27%
of businesses indicated
they plan to hire in the

next year (2018)

Business Investment Highlights
The following non-exhaustive list details some
key new businesses, strategic investments and 
retained/expanded businesses in Durham Region in
2019. Please note that this list does not include any
retail or franchise opportunities and may include
opportunities that our team did not directly support.

Durham Live, Entertainment Facility, Pickering
Construction underway and expected 2020 opening 
of the Pickering Casino Resort

Le Spa Nordik, Whitby 
World-class spa facility, construction underway

Port Lands Silos, Oshawa 
State-of-the-art grain-handling terminal located at the
Port of Oshawa

Toyota Facility, Clarington 
Parts distribution and management 

Ontario Power Generation, Clarington 
Announcement of new HQ in Clarington

1855 Whitby 
Innovation Accelerator opens downtown Whitby

Responded to 132 Business Investment Inquiries

5 International Investment Missions

CannaPiece Corp, Clarington 
Construction begins on new facility, part of Durham Region’s
emerging cannabis cluster

Durham College, Oshawa and Whitby 
Esports Arena opens and construction begins on new
skilled trades training facility

Trent University Durham GTA, Oshawa 
Construction begins on campus expansion

General Motors, Oshawa 
Development of the 55-acre Canadian Technical Centre
McLaughlin Advanced Technology Track is announced

Entrepreneurship and Innovation
Invest Durham supported a wide range of innovation and 
entrepreneurship organizations and initiatives, including:

• Business Advisory Centre Durham (BACD)

• Spark Centre & Spark Angels

• 1855 Whitby & the 1855 Masterclass Series

• Ajax 1nnovation Village

• Clarington Innovation Cell Development Project

• Access IO 

• Brock Youth Centre (now Building Youth Capacity)

• Canada’s Innovation Corridor Summit with 
 Toronto Region Board of Trade

• Enable AI

• Geekspeak Hackathon

Sector Development Initiative

Cybersecurity Month in Durham Region

In 2019 Invest Durham grew awareness 
of Cybersecurity and Esports industries 
through support of and attendance 
at numerous events; the CISO Forum in 
Niagara Falls, October Cybersecurity 
Month events across Durham Region, 
and the Global Cyberlympics Finals 
hosted at Durham College, with teams
from 15 countries.

InvestDurham.ca2019 Durham Region Economic Development and Tourism Annual Report

www.investdurham.ca


Tourism Activities

8,548
Monthly consumer

e-newsletter subscribers

5,200
Monthly industry 

e-newsletter subscribers

64,680
Engagements on 

social media 

57,000
Tourism publications

distributed

Sport Tourism Initiative 
Sport Durham delivered the successful multi-sport 
2019 Ontario Parasport Games, creating 
economic impact in Durham Region of $680,000 
and a legacy fund of $112,000

Rural and Agriculture

564
Bi-monthly industry e-newsletter subscribers

38%
Growth in number of social media followers 2019

20
Ag and Rural workshops supported

2,000+
Visitors Hosted at Gates Open 2019

Film Durham

Approximately 

1,000 Attendees
at 3 Film Industry Career Fairs 

22% Increase
in Film and Television Production from 2018 to 2019

178
Domestic and international 
films submitted at 2019
Durham Region International 
Film Festival (DRIFF) 

InvestDurham.ca2019 Durham Region Economic Development and Tourism Annual Report

www.investdurham.ca


Marketing Activities

Launched Invest Durham LinkedIn and Twitter accounts in July 2019

420 Interactions

2019:
236 Followers 193 Followers 

662 Page views

2019:

Invest Durham Brand Refresh

New InvestDurham.ca 

website launched in October 2019

Refreshed Invest Durham branding 
launched in December 2019

Invest Durham Marketing Initiative 

In 2019 the Invest Durham team produced the
first DNext: Innovation and Investors Summit,
a sold-out one-day conference designed to
advance a strategic investment narrative for 
Durham Region. 100% of attendees indicated they 
found the event valuable and would recommend 
it to a friend.

Awards
 ȭ Economic Developers Council of Ontario (EDCO) Awards of Excellence

 Lieutenant Governor’s Award, Best Economic Development Initiative of 2019: 
 Durham Region 2019 Ontario Parasport Games

 Award of Excellence for Tourist Attraction and Tourism Product Development: 
 Durham Region 2019 Ontario Parasport Games

 Award of Excellence for Sector or Project Specific Strategic Plan:
 Growing Resilience: Durham Region Agriculture Sector Climate Adaptation Strategy

 Honourable Mention for Sector or Project Specific Strategic Plan:
 Connecting Our Communities: A Broadband Strategy for Durham Region

 ȭ Economic Developers Association of Canada (EDAC) Marketing Canada Awards
 
 Winner 2019 – Single Publication under four pages award: 
 Durham Tourism Monthly E-Newsletter 

 ȭ AVA Digital Awards
 
 Gold Award – Invest Durham Website 

 ȭ Durham Region Awards of Excellence 

Lori Talling for outstanding dedication and leadership as Games Manager in organizing and bringing the 2019 Ontario Parasport 
Games to the Region.

Emily Barker, Kristyn Chambers, Roberta Honeyford for dedication and innovative support on the iCreate Working Group to
ensure quality, efficient website information management and expert knowledge of complex working tools.

Emily Barker for development of the Hello Tomorrow: Durham Smart Cities Forum to engage the community in innovative
solutions addressing economic, social and environmental challenges.

Economic Development and Tourism Office
605 Rossland Road East, Fifth Floor
Whitby, Ontario L1N 6A3
Office: +1-905-668-7711

LINKEDIN-IN TWITTERInvestDurham.ca
Durham Region, Ontario, Canada

InvestDurham.ca2019 Durham Region Economic Development and Tourism Annual Report
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Health 
Department 

Interoffice Memorandum 

Date:  March 13, 2020 

To:  Health & Social Services Committee 

From:  Dr. Robert Kyle 

Subject: Health Information Update – March 6, 2020 

Please find attached the latest links to health information from the Health 
Department and other key sources that you may find of interest. Links may 
need to be copied and pasted directly in your web browser to open, including 
the link below. 
You may also wish to browse the online Health Department Reference Manual 
available at Board of Health Manual, which is continually updated. 
Boards of health are required to “superintend, provide or ensure the provision 
of the health programs and services required by the [Health Protection and 
Promotion] Act and the regulations to the persons who reside in the health unit 
served by the board” (section 4, clause a, HPPA). In addition, medical officers 
of health are required to “[report] directly to the board of health on issues 
relating to public health concerns and to public health programs and services 
under this or any other Act” (sub-section 67.(1), HPPA). 
Accordingly, the Health Information Update is a component of the Health 
Department’s ‘Accountability Framework’, which also may include program and 
other reports, Health Plans, Quality Enhancement Plans, Durham Health 
Check-Ups, business plans and budgets; provincial performance indicators and 
targets, monitoring, compliance audits and assessments; RDPS certification; 
and accreditation by Accreditation Canada. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Original signed by 

R.J. Kyle, BSc, MD, MHSc, CCFP, FRCPC, FACPM 
Commissioner & Medical Officer of Health 

 

https://www.durham.ca/en/health-and-wellness/board-of-health-manual.aspx


 UPDATES FOR HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 
March 6, 2020 

Health Department Media Releases/Publications 
https://tinyurl.com/s42q4yd 
• Novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV) Update #5 (Feb 11) 

https://tinyurl.com/rfbkc3m 
• Rifampin Shortage (Feb 12) 

https://tinyurl.com/shw6t2s 
• COVID-19 Update #6 (Feb 27) 

https://tinyurl.com/rce686l 
• COVID-19 Update #7 (Mar 2) 

https://tinyurl.com/w9voexg 
• COVID-19 Update #8 (Mar 3) 

GOVERNMENT OF CANADA 

Canada Border Services Agency 
https://tinyurl.com/uwvfwld 
• Canada Border Services Agency Year in Review highlights (Feb 25) 

Department of Justice Canada 
https://tinyurl.com/wzr75f6 
• Government of Canada proposed changes to medical assistance in dying 

legislation (Feb 24) 

Deputy Minister’s Office 
https://tinyurl.com/vcshdpw 
• Deputy Minister Chrystia Freeland convenes the new Cabinet Committee on the 

federal response to the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) (Mar 5) 

Employment and Social Development Canada 
https://tinyurl.com/tw6wrmq 
• Over 1 million Canadians have been lifted out of poverty since 2015 (Feb 24) 

Environment and Climate Change Canada 
https://tinyurl.com/srjvdyn 
• Government of Canada will defend federal climate action in the Supreme Court 

(Feb 24) 

Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada 
https://tinyurl.com/tgezc8d 
• Roadmap for Open Science to reduce barriers and speed up discovery (Feb 26) 
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Global Affairs Canada 
https://tinyurl.com/rr4bbq4 
• Government of Canada repatriates more Canadians and their families from 

Wuhan, China (Feb 11) 

https://tinyurl.com/tg2zqvk 
• Government of Canada evacuating Canadians on board Diamond Princess cruise 

ship (Feb 15) 

https://tinyurl.com/srojtye 
• Government of Canada repatriates Canadians and their families from Diamond 

Princess cruise ship in Japan (Feb 21) 

Health Canada 
https://tinyurl.com/wznfo4q 
• Intergovernmental forum concludes that Canada is well prepared to respond to a 

nuclear or radiological emergency (Feb 19) 

https://tinyurl.com/wfsdatf 
• Health Minister Patty Hajdu tables Canada Health Act Annual Report in Parliament 

(Feb 24) 

Public Health Agency of Canada 
https://tinyurl.com/sj7hwjk 
• Government of Canada Repatriates Canadians and their families from the 

Epicentre of the 2019-nCoV Outbreak in China (Feb 8) 

https://tinyurl.com/snbk7ot 
• Statement from the Chief Public Health Officer of Canada on the release of 

selected individuals from quarantine for 2019 novel coronavirus (Feb 9) 

https://tinyurl.com/qkhakxh 
• Update: Statement from the Chief Public Health Officer of Canada on the release 

of selected individuals from quarantine for 2019 novel coronavirus (Feb 10) 

https://tinyurl.com/us77dur 
• Update #2: Statement from the Chief Public Health Officer of Canada on the 

release of selected individuals from quarantine for 2019 novel coronavirus 
(Feb 10) 

https://tinyurl.com/qvdawge 
• Government of Canada Supports Initiatives to Stop Violence and Support 

Survivors (Feb 12) 

https://tinyurl.com/v4q6ech 
• Update #3: Statement from the Chief Public Health Officer of Canada on the 

release of selected individuals from quarantine for 2019 novel coronavirus 
(Feb 12) 
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https://tinyurl.com/r8fnh3h 
• The Government of Canada releases Federal Framework on Posttraumatic Stress 

Disorder (Feb 13) 

https://tinyurl.com/tvqjdbd 
• Update #4: Statement from the Chief Public Health Officer of Canada on the 

release of selected individuals from quarantine for 2019 novel coronavirus 
(Feb 15) 

https://tinyurl.com/uvvp8sl 
• Statement from the Chief Public Health Officer on the release of repatriated 

Canadians from quarantine following 14-day stay at CFB Trenton (Feb 21) 

https://tinyurl.com/ucj33ay 
• Update #5: Statement from the Chief Public Health Officer on the release of 

selected individuals from quarantine for the 2019 novel coronavirus (Feb 23) 

https://tinyurl.com/vsbyvw8 
• Update: Statement from the Chief Public Health Officer on the release of the 

repatriated Canadians from quarantine following 14-day stay at CFB Trenton 
(Feb 25) 

https://tinyurl.com/sybp5ua 
• Update #6: Statement from the Chief Public Health Officer on the release of 

selected individuals from quarantine for the 2019 novel coronavirus (Feb 26) 

https://tinyurl.com/sun5znv 
• Statement from the Chief Public Health Officer on the release of repatriated 

Canadian from quarantine following 14-day stay at the NAV CENTRE (Mar 6) 

Transport Canada 
https://tinyurl.com/wzdvkk8 
• Minister of Transport updates Ministerial Order to reduce the risks of derailment of 

trains transporting dangerous goods (Feb 16) 

https://tinyurl.com/v88mjtp 
• Statement by Minister of Transport on unsafe behaviour around railways (Feb 17) 

GOVERNMENT OF ONTARIO 
 
Ministry of the Attorney General 
https://tinyurl.com/tekqfpd 
• Ontario Launches Consultations on Expanding Cannabis Business Opportunities 

(Feb 10) 

Ministry of Colleges and Universities 
https://tinyurl.com/wmnx8g9 
• Ontario Offering Greater Choice for Nursing Students (Feb 11) 
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Ministry of Education 
https://tinyurl.com/sjk4g9e 
• Ontario Combatting Bullying in Schools through Student Survey (Feb 26) 

Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines 
https://tinyurl.com/tmrljea 
• Minister Rickford Reinforces Ontario’s Commitment to Develop Small Modular 

Reactor Technology (Feb 28) 

Ministry of Finance 
https://tinyurl.com/r429qwq 
• Ontario to Release 2020 Budget on March 25 (Mar 4) 

Ministry of Health 
https://tinyurl.com/tqp9r4m 
• Ontario Improving Access to the Right Care in the Right Place (Feb 10) 

https://tinyurl.com/ur9fzay 
• Ontario Confirms Resolved Case of the 2019 Novel Coronavirus (Feb 12) 

https://tinyurl.com/s8k9skt 
• Improving Quality and Delivery of Mental Health and Addiction Services (Feb 19) 

https://tinyurl.com/v6yytrf 
• Ontario Confirms Presumptive Case of COVID-19 (Feb 23) 

https://tinyurl.com/rgzznlj 
• Ontario Modernizing the Delivery of Home and Community Care (Feb 25) 

https://tinyurl.com/wabuun6 
• Ontario Confirms Positive Case of COVID-19 (Feb 26) 

https://tinyurl.com/utumanu 
• Ontario Confirms Positive Case of COVID-19 (Feb 27) 

https://tinyurl.com/yx4mqs3q 
• Ontario Confirms New Positive Case of COVID-19 (Feb 28) 

https://tinyurl.com/u2m9j5n 
• Ontario Protecting Children and Youth from Dangers from Vaping (Feb 28) 

https://tinyurl.com/s9ypymo 
• Ontario Confirms New Positive Case of COVID-19 (Feb 28) 

https://tinyurl.com/wnwbw8k 
• Ontario Confirms New Positive Cases of COVID-19 (Feb 29) 

https://tinyurl.com/wvnvx9x 
• Ontario Confirms New Positive Cases of COVID-19 (Mar 1) 

  



 5 

https://tinyurl.com/wmto3d3 
• Ontario Implementing Enhanced Measures to Safeguard Public from COVID-19 

(Mar 2) 

https://tinyurl.com/v5tyh29 
• Ontario Unveils Plan to Build Mental Health and Addictions System (Mar 3) 

https://tinyurl.com/rpjd3lz 
• Ontario Confirms New Positive Cases of COVID-19 (Mar 3) 

https://tinyurl.com/wlntk8p 
• Ontario Confirms New Positive Cases of COVID-19 (Mar 5) 

https://tinyurl.com/v75q8mr 
• Ontario Confirms New Positive Cases of COVID-19 (Mar 6) 

Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture Industries 
https://tinyurl.com/w52kynb 
• Statement from Minister Elliott and MacLeod on the 2019 Novel Coronavirus 

(COVID-19) (Mar 6) 

Ministry of Long-Term Care 
https://tinyurl.com/wk7fkqm 
• Ontario Taking Action on Key Recommendations from Public Inquiry into the 

Safety and Security of Residents in Long-Term Care Homes System (Feb 13) 

Ministry of the Solicitor General 
https://tinyurl.com/r8eegxv 
• Ontario’s Emergency Management System Made Stronger Following False Alarm 

at Pickering Nuclear Plant (Feb 27) 

Office of the Premier 
https://tinyurl.com/vtmvh2q 
• Ontario Releases a New and Comprehensive Strategy to Combat Human 

Trafficking (Mar 6) 

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 

Association of Local Public Health Agencies 
https://tinyurl.com/w3cjayy 
• Cannabis Letter (Feb 27) 

https://tinyurl.com/ros93ap 
• Vaping Letter (Mar 6) 

https://tinyurl.com/r4w6tj9 
• COVID-19 and Public Heath Modernization Letter (Mar 6) 
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Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
https://tinyurl.com/rd7vys3 
• Public Health Modernization Response (Feb 10) 

https://tinyurl.com/wpomets 
• Emergency Health Services Modernization Response (Feb 10) 

Canadian Institutes of Health Research 
https://tinyurl.com/vobsu6s 
• Government of Canada invests $27M in coronavirus research (Mar 6) 

Canadian Medical Association 
https://tinyurl.com/r3j2ubz 
• New report a roadmap for accelerating virtual health services in Canada (Feb 11) 

Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission 
https://tinyurl.com/vsnaebp 
• International peer review concludes that Canada has strong regulatory practices 

(Feb 18) 

Centre for Addiction and Mental Health 
https://tinyurl.com/rmtk6nf 
• Ontario student use of e-cigarettes and cannabis edibles on the rise (Feb 20) 

Financial Accountability Office of Ontario 
https://tinyurl.com/t6k6eel 
• FAO releases Report on the Oversight, Growth and Distribution of Tax 

Expenditures in Ontario (Feb 19) 

Heart and Stroke Foundation 
https://tinyurl.com/uj28wh2 
• STATEMENT: Heart & Stroke encouraged by study about new drug that protects 

the brain after stroke (Feb 20) 

ICES 
https://tinyurl.com/vxpepey 
• People living with HIV diagnosed with COPD 12 years younger than HIV-negative 

people, study finds (Feb 18) 

https://tinyurl.com/tq5jny7 
• 75% of people with heart failure die in hospital, researchers find providing end-of-

life care doubles likelihood of dying at home (Feb 20) 

https://tinyurl.com/u8xapy4 
• Reports on the way doctors prescribe antipsychotic medications in nursing homes 

change prescribing habits (Feb 24) 

Insurance Bureau of Canada 
https://tinyurl.com/wbdnftj 
• Climate adaption estimated to cost municipalities $5.3 billion annually (Feb 27) 
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Office of the Auditor General of Canada 
https://tinyurl.com/wsxzu9p 
• CBSA and CSC did not do enough to maintain workplaces free of harassment, 

discrimination and violence (Feb 18) 

Patient Ombudsman 
https://tinyurl.com/u842p9x 
• Year Three Highlights (Feb 25) 

Public Health Ontario 
https://tinyurl.com/yx3yh8fy 
• PHO Communications (Feb 11) 

https://tinyurl.com/ujrgzo8 
• Hepatitis C in Ontario, 2018 (Feb 27) 

Residential and Civil Construction Alliance of Ontario 
https://tinyurl.com/v5unylv 
• Ontario must tackle hallway medicine with seniors’ housing near hospitals: report 

(Feb 18) 

Resources Productivity & Recovery Authority 
https://tinyurl.com/vnb2veu 
• Government Approves New Regulation for Batteries (Feb 27) 

Trillium Gift of Life Network 
https://tinyurl.com/t2gu7ag 
• Ontario Sets New Record Highs for Organ Donation and Transplantation 2019 

(Feb 11) 





































 
 

         
      

         
 

 
            

             
     

 
           

             
    
           

            
  

 
          

         
 

              
 

 
 

  
 

      

 

From: Cheryl Bandel 
To: Sarah Penak 
Subject: FW: Release of ‘Protecting People and Property: Ontario’s Flooding Strategy’ 
Date: March 10, 2020 12:56:04 PM 

From: Great Lakes and Water Policy Section (MNRF) <mnrwaterpolicy@ontario.ca> 
Sent: Monday, March 9, 2020 1:21 PM 
Subject: Release of ‘Protecting People and Property: Ontario’s Flooding Strategy’ 

Hello, 

Ontario is taking action to protect people and property by strengthening the province’s 
preparedness for flooding because the safety of the public and the protection of our 
communities is our number one priority. 

In response to Ontario’s Special Advisor on Flooding report released last November, 
and the call from the communities around the province to address the issue of 
flooding, Ontario has released Protecting People and Property: Ontario’s Flooding 
Strategy, available here. The Strategy introduces a series of new and enhanced 
actions that will help Ontario better prepare for, respond to, and recover from 
significant flood events. 

You can also visit our updated webpage, ontario.ca/floods to find emergency 
preparedness information, including safety and flood mitigation tips for homeowners. 

We look forward to continuing to work with you to build a more resilient Ontario. 

Thank you 

Water Resources Section 
Policy Division
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry
mnrwaterpolicy@ontario.ca 

mailto:Cheryl.Bandel@Durham.ca
mailto:Sarah.Penak@durham.ca
mailto:mnrwaterpolicy@ontario.ca
https://www.ontario.ca/page/independent-review-2019-flood-events-ontario
https://www.ontario.ca/page/protecting-people-property-ontarios-flooding-strategy
http://ontario.ca/floods
mailto:mnrwaterpolicy@ontario.ca


If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 2097. 

The Regional Municipality of Durham 

Minutes 

Energy From Waste – Waste Management Advisory Committee 

Tuesday, February 25, 2020 

A meeting of the Energy From Waste – Waste Management Advisory Committee was 
held on Tuesday, February 25, 2020 in Room LLC, Regional Headquarters, 605 
Rossland Road East, Whitby, at 7:00 PM. 

Present: G. Rocoski, Oshawa, Chair 
W. Basztyk, Brock 
W. Bracken, Clarington, attended the meeting at 7:01 PM 
A. Burrows, Ajax 
T. Farrell, Brock 
C. McLean, Ajax, left the meeting at 8:20 PM 
K. Meydam, Clarington 

Absent: S. Elhajjeh, Clarington, Vice-Chair 
H. Sukhu, Clarington 

Non-Voting Members 
Present: A. Burke, Senior Planner, Special Projects, Municipality of Clarington 
 Councillor Janice Jones, Local Councillor, Municipality of Clarington 
 M. Neild, Facility Manager, Covanta 

Staff 
Present: G. Anello, Manager, Waste Planning and Technical Services 

M. Januszkiewicz, Director, Waste Management Services 
A. Porteous, Supervisor, Waste Services 
M. White, Systems Support Specialist – Information Technology 
S. Penak, Committee Clerk, Corporate Services – Legislative 

Services 

1. Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest. 

2. Adoption of Minutes 

Moved by T. Farrell, Seconded by B. Basztyk, 
That the minutes of the EFW-WMAC meeting held on 
Thursday, November 26, 2019, be adopted. 

CARRIED 
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G. Rocoski on behalf of the Committee thanked M. Januszkiewicz, G. 
Anello, and all of the other staff involved for arranging the waste 
facility tours. The Committee suggested that any new members to the 
EFW-WMAC should attend these tours for the educational and 
awareness benefits. 

W. Bracken referenced Section 4B), page 4, first paragraph of the 
November 26, 2019 EFW-WMAC meeting minutes and stated that 
the whistleblower did not occur at the DYEC but at a “United States 
facility”. Staff advised they would make that correction. 

3. Announcements 

There were no announcements made. 

4. Presentations 

A) Gio Anello, Manager, Waste Planning and Technical Services, re: 
Report #2020-COW-02: Solid Waste Management: 2020 Strategic 
Issues and Financial Forecast  

G. Anello provided a PowerPoint presentation regarding Report 
#2020-COW-02: Solid Waste Management: 2020 Strategic Issues 
and Financial Forecast. A copy of the presentation was provided as a 
handout at the meeting. 

Highlights of his presentation included: 

• Strategic Issues and Financial Forecast 2020 
• Transition to Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) 
• Food and Organic Waste Policy Statement 
• Long Term Waste Management Plan 
• Strategic Issues 
• Financial Implications 

G. Anello responded to questions from the Committee regarding 
timelines for public consultation; what percentage of the regional 
budget is dedicated to education; and whether the Region has any 
connection with environmental studies students from Trent University. 

At the request of the Committee, M. Januszkiewicz provided an 
overview of the transition to Extended Producer Responsibility at this 
time. 

M. Januszkiewicz responded to questions from the Committee 
regarding when Durham will be phased in; whether the collection of 
special items (tires, batteries, etc.) will continue or become curbside 
collection; and when this project will be posted on the Environmental 
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Bill of Rights (EBR) website for commenting. Staff advised that the 
next meeting with the Province of Ontario will be held March 9, 2020, 
where staff will be in attendance as well as the producers and service 
providers. 

Discussion ensued regarding the calling a special meeting in the 
Summer to discuss the potential impacts EPR will have on Durham 
Region. 

Moved by B. Basztyk, Seconded by T. Farrell, 
That a special EFW-WMAC meeting be called in the 
June/July timeframe once staff have received additional 
information and direction from the Province, to discuss the 
potential impacts on Durham Region regarding Extended 
Producer Responsibility (EPR), and that potential meeting 
dates be sent to Committee members for review. 

CARRIED 

B)  Gio Anello, Manager, Waste Planning and Technical Services, re: the 
Mixed Waste Pre-Sort Facility/ Anaerobic Digestion Siting Process  

G. Anello provided a PowerPoint presentation regarding the Mixed 
Waste Pre-Sort Facility/ Anaerobic Digestion Siting Process. A copy 
of the presentation was provided as a handout at the meeting. 

Highlights of his presentation included: 

• Siting Goal and Meeting Objectives 
• Siting – Where are We? 
• Siting Methodology 
• Proposed Siting Methodology – Long List to Short List 
• Short List of Sites 
• Next Steps – Short List Evaluation 

G. Anello advised that an open house will be held on Thursday, 
February 27, 2020 at Regional Headquarters for residents to learn 
about the six potential site locations for the new Anaerobic Digestion 
(AD) and Waste Pre-Sorting facility in Durham Region. He advised 
that a comparative report of the six proposed sites will be posted for a 
2-week comment period. 

G. Anello advised that staff plan to have a report brought to the April 
15, 2020 Committee of the Whole meeting with a recommendation on 
whether to move forward with a partner (Epcor). The report will then 
be brought to the April 29, 2020 Regional Council meeting for 
approval. He advised that further recommendations will be brought 
forward on a preferred site and moving into the procurement process 
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(request for qualification). He noted that there is an expected 
operational date by 2024, pending all approvals. 

G. Anello responded to questions from the Committee regarding 
whether the green bin materials will be separated from the mixed 
waste pre-sorted materials; and whether yard waste will be part of 
anerobic digestion. 

5. Delegations 

There were no delegations to be heard. 

6. Correspondence 

There were no correspondence items to be considered. 

7. Administrative Matters 

There were no administrative matters to be considered. 

8. Other Business 

A) Update by George Rocoski, EFW-WMAC Chair, regarding the EFW-
WMAC Annual Report Presentations of December 4, 2019, to the 
Regional Municipality of Durham’s Works Committee and of December 
9, 2019, to the Municipality of Clarington’s Council  

G. Rocoski provided an update regarding the EFW-WMAC Annual 
Report presentations of December 4, 2019, to the Regional 
Municipality of Durham’s Works Committee and of December 9, 
2019, to the Municipality of Clarington’s Council. 

G. Rocoski advised that at the Municipality of Clarington’s Council 
meeting on December 9, 2019, questions were raised regarding the 
role and effectiveness of the EFW-WMAC, and how the Committee 
could better increase awareness and public engagement. 

Discussion ensued regarding ways to engage the public such as 
making a presentation to each local municipality about who the EFW-
WMAC is and how the public can make delegations to the 
Committee. Further discussion included attending local festivals, the 
Annual Waste Fairs, Public Works Day and Recycling Week as 
opportunities for exposure. 
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B) Update by Gio Anello, Manager, Waste Planning and Technical 
Services, The Regional Municipality of Durham, re: The Durham York 
Energy Centre (DYEC)  

G. Anello provided an update regarding the Durham York Energy 
Centre (DYEC). 

G. Anello advised that the DYEC will be moving into its maintenance 
period. He advised that both boilers will be shut down February 29, 
2020 for a 16-day cleaning period, as well as checking the turbine. 

G. Anello advised that the spring source test will occur the week of 
May 11, 2020 and that the results from the fall source test have been 
distributed. 

G. Anello responded to questions from the Committee regarding the 
forthcoming report on the AMESA data/workplan; whether the 
AMESA results are available to the public; and the possibility of there 
being a correlation between the AMESA data and the stack test 
results at any time. 

In response to a request, G. Anello provided an update on the 
environmental assessment screening process regarding the capacity 
increase at the DYEC to 160,000 tonnes per year. 

In response to a question with respect to Section 8.2 g) of Report 
#2020-COW-2 of the Commissioner of Works and Finance, G. Anello 
explained what the “DYEC emission compliance cost risks related to 
the potential for changing emission standards and facility biomass 
changes over time” meant. 

B) Update by Mirka Januszkiewicz, Director, Waste Management 
Services, The Regional Municipality of Durham, re: Extended Producer 
Responsibility (EPR)  

M. Januszkiewicz provided an update regarding Extended Producer 
Responsibility (EPR). 

This item was discussed earlier in the meeting. See pages 2 and 3 of 
these minutes. 



Energy from Waste – Waste Management Advisory Committee Minutes 
February 25, 2020 Page 6 of 6 

9. Next Meeting 

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the EFW-WMAC will be held 
on Tuesday, May 26, 2020 in the Lower Level Boardroom (LL-C), at 
7:00 PM, Regional Headquarters, 605 Rossland Road East, Whitby. 

10. Adjournment 

Moved by K. Meydam, Seconded by W. Bracken, 
That the meeting be adjourned. 

CARRIED 
The meeting adjourned at 8:53 PM. 

G. Rocoski, Chair, Energy from Waste – 
Waste Management Advisory Committee 

S. Penak, Committee Clerk 
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