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Information Reports
2020-INFO-24

Commissioner of Finance – re: Confirmation of the Region’s Triple “A”
Credit Rating Moody’s Investors Service

2020-INFO-25

Commissioner of Finance – re: Economic Update – Updated Risks and
Uncertainty as of March 25th, 2020

Early Release Reports
2020-COW-***

Commissioner of Planning and Economic Development – re: Decision
Meeting Report. Application to Amend the Durham Regional Official
Plan, submitted by Werrcroft Farms Ltd., to permit the severance of a
dwelling rendered surplus as a result of the consolidation of nonabutting farm parcels, in the Municipality of Clarington, File: OPA
2019-003

Early release reports will be considered at the April 15, 2020 Committee of the Whole
meeting
Staff Correspondence
1.

Memorandum from Elaine Baxter-Trahair, CAO and Susan Siopis, Commissioner of
Works – re: In the Works publication regarding COVID-19, Issue #1

2.

Correspondence from John Henry, Regional Chair and CEO – re: Calling of a
Special Regional Council Meeting to be held on Wednesday, April 8, 2020 at 9:30
a.m., for the express purpose of considering a report on two motions to amend the
Delegated Authority by-law passed at the March 25, 2020 Regional Council meeting

Durham Municipalities Correspondence
1.

Town of Whitby – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on March 9,
2020, regarding Public Works Department Report, PW 06-20, Lynde Creek Master
Drainage Plan Update 2019 “Working Draft”
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2.

Township of Brock – re: Cancellation Notice for April 6, 2020, Statutory Public
Meetings

3.

City of Pickering – re: Cancellation Notice for April 6, 2020 Statutory Public
Meetings

4.

Town of Ajax – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on March 17,
2020, adopting By-law No. 6-2020 to adopt Official Plan Amendment No. 48

5.

City of Pickering – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on March 18,
2020, endorsing the correspondence from AMO regarding COVID-19 Update

6.

Town of Whitby- re: Cancellation Notice – Community Open House Town-Wide
Urban Flooding Study Municipal Class Environmental Assessment planned for
Thursday, March 19, 2020 has been cancelled for precautionary reasons related to
the COVID-19 pandemic

7.

City of Pickering – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on March 18,
2020, regarding the Municipal Comprehensive Review of the Durham Regional
Official Plan: Environment and Greenlands System Discussion Paper

Other Municipalities Correspondence/Resolutions
1.

Town of Essex – re: Correspondence to the Honourable Minister Greg Rickford,
Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines, respectfully requesting that
“time of use” billing be suspended during these unprecedented times with thousands
of Ontarians unable to work due to the COVID-19 pandemic

2.

City of Sault Ste. Marie – re: Resolution passed at their Council meeting held on
March 9, 2020, regarding support for Conservation Authorities in Ontario

Miscellaneous Correspondence
1.

Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority Media Release – re: Effective
immediately, All Conservation Areas are Closed to the Public

Advisory Committee Minutes
1.

Durham Agricultural Advisory Committee (DAAC) minutes – March10, 2020

2.

Durham Environmental Advisory Committee (DEAC) minutes – March 12, 2020

Members of Council – Please advise the Regional Clerk at clerks@durham.ca, if you
wish to pull an item from this CIP and include on the next regular agenda of the
appropriate Standing Committee. Items will be added to the agenda if the Regional Clerk
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is advised by Wednesday noon the week prior to the meeting, otherwise the item will be
included on the agenda for the next regularly scheduled meeting of the applicable
Committee.
Notice regarding collection, use and disclosure of personal information:
Written information (either paper or electronic) that you send to Durham Regional Council
or Committees, including home address, phone numbers and email addresses, will
become part of the public record. If you have any questions about the collection of
information, please contact the Regional Clerk/Director of Legislative Services.

If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 2304

To:
From:
Report:
Date:

Finance and Administration Committee
Commissioner of Finance
#2020-INFO-24
March 27, 2020

Subject:
Confirmation of the Region’s Triple “A” Credit Rating Moody’s Investors Service
Recommendation:
Receive for information.
Report:
1.

Purpose

1.1

The purpose of this report is to inform the Finance and Administration Committee
and Regional Council of Moody’s Investors Service’s confirmation of the Region’s
Triple “A” Credit Rating.

2.

Background

2.1

On January 27, 2020, staff of the Region’s Finance Department met with
representatives of Moody’s Investors Service (Moody’s) to review the credit
fundamentals of the Regional Municipality of Durham and their impact on the
Region’s Triple “A” credit rating.

2.2

Based upon their recent review, Moody’s affirmed the Region’s Triple “A” credit
rating with stable outlook in a report released on February 20, 2020. According to
Moody’s, Durham’s Triple “A” credit profile continues to reflect Durham’s strong
population growth and economic diversity, low debt levels and exceptional liquidity,
positive operating results and conservative fiscal management. Durham Region is
one of eight municipalities in Canada currently maintaining a Triple “A” credit rating
with stable outlook by Moody’s.
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3.

Highlights of Durham’s Major Credit Strengths as Identified by Moody’s

3.1

According to Moody’s, Durham’s relatively low debt levels and robust liquidity
profile provide financial flexibility to accommodate the challenges of an expanding
capital program and address unforeseen expenditures.
“The region maintains considerable financial flexibility from
substantial levels of liquidity from reserves and a debt burden that
remains low relative to peers.”
“Durham also benefits from a substantial liquidity cushion from high
levels of cash and investments, which allow it to meet the
challenges of a significant capital forecast.”
“We anticipate that the region's liquidity profile will remain very
strong as positive operating results support high liquidity levels.”

3.2

Regional Council’s commitment to long-term financial planning, financial policies
and strategic studies for major program areas is recognized by Moody’s as
exemplary business practice, consistently yielding favorable operating results, with
affordable property tax and user rate increases.
“Durham’s strong operating results are supported by stable
operations, conservative fiscal management practices, and
predictable property taxes and user fees.”
The region’s forward looking financial planning for operating and
capital plans allows it to identify and address anticipated pressures
early on.”
“Durham displays strong governance and management characteristics,
similar to other highly rated municipalities in Ontario. The region utilizes
multi-year operating and capital planning, including 10-year capital plans
which are updated annually.”
“Management adheres to conservative investment and debt policies, limiting
the regional municipality's exposure to market-related risks and ensuring
relatively smooth and predictable debt service costs.”
“These financial management measures are also supported by
comprehensive, transparent and timely financial reporting that is typical of
governments in advanced industrial countries.”
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3.3

Moody’s provides caution with respect to Durham’s credit profile, which is
pressured by population growth, elevated infrastructure spending to accommodate
that growth and provincial funding changes that may lead to higher expenditures.
“A sustained loss of fiscal discipline leading to a significant increase
in debt above projected levels, or a weakening of operating results,
leading to operating and cash financing deficits and a decline in
liquidity, would put downward pressure on the region's rating.”

4.

Conclusion

4.1

Maintaining this Triple “A” credit rating is an important achievement for the Region.
This accreditation reflects Regional Council’s position on upholding key ratings
factors as determined by Moody’s, including very strong financial management,
very strong budgetary performance and low and manageable debt burden.
The Region’s exemplary fiscal results are achieved and maintained through
Regional Council’s long-standing commitment to long-term financial planning. The
disciplined approach to long-term financial planning are guided by the principles of
fiscal sustainability, financial flexibility and taxpayer affordability.

Respectfully submitted,
Original Signed By
Nancy Taylor, BBA, CPA, CA
Commissioner of Finance

If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 2304

From:
Report:
Date:

Commissioner of Finance
#2020-INFO-25
March 27, 2020

Subject:
Economic Update – Updated Risks and Uncertainty as of March 25th, 2020
Recommendation:
Receive for information.
Report:
1.

Purpose

1.1

The Regional Finance Department monitors economic conditions on an ongoing
basis and prepares periodic summary reports to Regional Council. The economy is
undergoing a time of significant uncertainty with economic conditions and policies
changing on a daily basis. The following summarizes the changes that have
occurred over the period of March 19 – 25, 2020.

2.

Federal Government

2.1

On Tuesday March 24th, the federal government reconvened a special sitting of
parliament to consider the $82 billion COVID-19 Economic Response Plan. The
plan includes $27 billion in direct financial assistance and $55 billion in tax relief.
The stimulus package was approved in the House of Commons on Wednesday
March 25th and will proceed to the Senate for final approval.

2.2

The federal government announced, on Friday March 20th, a plan that will support
businesses to rapidly scale up production or re-tool their manufacturing lines to
develop products made in Canada that will help in the fight against COVID-19.
This includes support for Canadian companies working on large scale research
and development projects aimed at combating COVID-19, as well as refocusing
existing industrial and innovation programs to prioritize COVID-19 projects.

2.3

On March 23rd, the federal government announced an additional investment of
$192 million toward developing and producing vaccines for COVID-19. In addition
to the research funding, the government announced $30 million toward an ad
campaign to advise Canadians on how to prevent the spread of COVID-19.
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2.4

The Canadian government announced last week that the Canada-U.S border
would close down for all non-essential travel. This order officially came into effect
at midnight on Friday March 23rd. The border remains open to essential travel,
which includes the transportation of goods and travel for work.

3.

Ontario Government

3.1

On March 23rd, the Government of Ontario announced a directive to shut down
the workplaces of all non-essential businesses in the province for 14 days. The
directive relates to physical workplaces only as businesses are encouraged to
continue operations online or via teleworking. The directive took effect at 11:59pm
on Tuesday March 24th.

3.2

The provincial government has posted a list of businesses considered “essential”
that will remain open throughout the shutdown. The list includes, but is not limited
to grocery stores and pharmacies, telecommunications and IT infrastructure
service providers, and businesses that support power generation, natural gas
distribution and clean drinking water.

3.3

Also, on March 23rd, the provincial government announced $200 million in funding
to municipalities and social services organizations, such as shelters, food banks,
emergency services, charities and non-profits, to help deliver services, hire
additional staff, and promote social distancing for the safety of clients and staff.
Funds will be distributed to communities through Ontario’s Municipal Service
Managers.

3.4

On March 24th, the provincial government announced a 45-day reduction in hydro
rates as a means of offsetting the increased hydro usage associated with working
from home, self-isolating, or being laid off. The rates will be held at the current offpeak overnight and weekend charge of 10.1 cents per kilowatt hour. It is
estimated that this program will cost the province $162 million.

3.5

On the legislative side, the provincial government passed two new bills aimed at
assisting municipalities, employees, and supply chains during the COVID-19
crises. The new pieces of legislation include:
•

The Employment Standards Amendment Act (Infectious Disease
Emergencies), 2020, which provides job-protected leave for employees
who are in isolation or quarantine due to COVID-19, or those who need to
be away from work to care for children because of school or day care
closures or to care for other relatives. The legislation will also make it clear
employees cannot be required to show sick notes if they need to take the
leave.

•

The Municipal Emergency Act, 2020 which will ensure that for the near
future, the delivery of goods to Ontario's businesses and consumers are
not impacted by municipal noise by-laws. The legislation also gives
municipalities the ability to fully conduct Council, local board and
committee meetings electronically.
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3.6

4.

The Province of Ontario also launched “Ontario Together”, on March 21st, which is
a website designed to help businesses work with the province on securing
necessary medical equipment and supplies.
Canadian Economy

4.1

As the world continues to grapple with the devasting effects of COVID-19,
commercial bank economists are releasing some preliminary projections on how
the associated business disruptions and social distancing measures will impact
domestic output and employment.

4.2

Annualized GDP estimates for 2020 vary from a low of -3.3 per cent to a high of 1.0 per cent. The current consensus is that the Canadian economy will see a
decline in economic output in 2020.

4.3

On a quarterly basis, GDP estimates for Q1 range from a high of -1.2 per cent to a
low of -2.5 per cent. Commercial bank economists are expecting the biggest
impact to be felt during Q2, where estimates range from a high of -10.0 per cent to
a low of -24.0 per cent. Most projections assume a major rebound in the second
half of the year, but it will not be enough to overcome the significant disruptions
occurring in the short term.

4.4

The labour market impacts of COVID-19 are also expected to be significant. The
federal government announced that employment insurance claims, for the week of
March 16-20, reached 500,000, representing 2.5 per cent of the labour force.

4.5

As of the February 2020 labour force survey, the Canadian unemployment rate is
sitting at 5.6 per cent. Estimates from Canada’s major commercial banks are
projecting the number to rise to nearly 10 per cent by Q3 2020.

4.6

According to the February 2020 labour force survey, the three-month moving
average unemployment rate for the Oshawa Census Metropolitan Area is 7.0 per
cent (seasonally adjusted).

4.7

Falling oil prices are also putting pressure on the Canadian economy. The price of
Western Canadian Select oil continues to trade below $10 per barrel. This is
significant in that, according to press articles, the operating costs for Canada’s
largest oil producer, Canadian Natural Resources Ltd, are roughly $10 per barrel.
This means that every barrel produced is coming at a loss.

4.8

Slumping oil prices continue to put pressure on the Canadian dollar as it
continues to sell at roughly $0.69 in U.S dollar terms.

5.

Canadian Monetary Policy

5.1

The Bank of Canada has not made any further changes to the key overnight
interest rate as it remains at 0.75 per cent. Expectations are that the Bank will
lower the rate another 50 basis points at, or before, the next meeting on April
15th. Canada now has the highest key interest rate among the G7 group of
nations.
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5.2

On March 24th, the Bank of Canada announced a new Provincial Money Market
Purchase program. The Bank will purchase up to 40 per cent of each offering of
directly issued provincial money market securities, including treasury bills and
short-term promissory notes of all Canadian provinces. The program is intended
to support the liquidity and efficiency of provincial government funding markets.

6.

United States Economy

6.1

In the United States, the Federal Reserve announced that there would be no limit
to the quantitative easing measures being conducted. The Fed had originally
placed a cap of $500 billion on the purchase of U.S Treasuries and $200 billion on
the purchase of mortgage backed securities. The Fed will now buy “the amounts
needed to support smooth market functioning and effective transmission of
monetary policy to broader financial conditions and the economy”.

6.2

This announcement comes after the President of the St. Louis Federal Reserve
predicted unemployment could hit 30 per cent in Q2 2020. He also predicted that
American GDP could decline by 50 per cent within the same time period.
Estimates from Morgan Stanley, one of the biggest investment banks in the U.S,
project GDP to decline by 30 per cent in Q2 and unemployment to reach 13 per
cent.

6.3

The United States also passed a reported $2 trillion economic stimulus package
to help support families and businesses during the COVID-19 crises. The package
includes measures such as immediately providing cheques in the amount of
$2,400 to married couples, and $500 per child, as well as $350 billion for small
businesses to help cover their payroll, $240 billion in healthcare relief, and $75
billion in aid to hospitals.

6.4

In response to the stimulus package, equity markets rose sharply in the United
States and across the globe. The Dow Jones Industrial Average rose 11 per cent
on March 24th, marking the largest single day rise since 1933. The Toronto Stock
Exchange also rose 12 per cent, which is the largest single day rise since 1977.

7.

Global Economy

7.1

On March 19th, the Bank of England cut its key interest rate another 15 basis
points to 0.1 per cent. In addition to the rate cut, the bank also announced it would
be increasing its bond buying program by £200 billion.

7.2

On March 23rd, the Australian Government passed an AUD$84 billion federal
stimulus package. The package includes up to $100,000 each for small
businesses to retain staff on payroll, up to $250,000 in unsecured loans for
businesses, and increased benefits for welfare recipients.
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7.3

Also, on March 23rd, Germany announced its own €750 billion stimulus package
to combat the impacts of COVID-19, which represents approximately 10 per cent
of German GDP. The package includes a €100 billion loan to German state
development bank, €100 billion for the Economic Stabilization Fund’s
recapitalization program, and a new €156 billion supplementary budget.

7.4

In terms of economic production, the Eurozone Purchasing Managers Index
(PMI), released on March 24th, indicate record lows for manufacturing and service
activity across Europe. Germany and United Kingdom saw manufacturing PMI fall
to seven-year lows, while service activity fell to new all-time lows. France saw
total PMI of both manufacturing and service output fall to twenty-two year lows,
while total PMI for the entire Eurozone (including Spain and Italy) also fell to new
all-time lows. The PMI is a monthly survey of supply chain managers and is used
to identify trends in manufacturing and service activity.

7.5

In China, economic activity is beginning to resume as Bloomberg Economics
estimates that 85 per cent of economic activity has returned. According to the
Chinese Ministry of Commerce, almost 70 per cent of key export and import firms
have resumed work, with production capacity above 70 per cent.

7.6

Economic activity has not yet resumed in Hubei Province where COVID-19 was
first detected. The two-month lock down of Hubei Province was lifted at midnight
on Tuesday March 24th, however the City of Wuhan remains in lockdown until
April 8th.

8.

Conclusions

8.1

The economy is experiencing increasing volatility with uncertainty around the
spread of COVID-19. Economic conditions are changing on a daily basis as policy
makers continue to navigate this uncharted territory.

8.2

The Regional Finance Department will continue to monitor economic conditions
and provide timely updates as required.

Respectfully submitted,
Original Signed By
Nancy Taylor, BBA, CPA, CA
Commissioner of Finance and Treasurer
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EARLY RELEASE OF REPORT

The Regional Municipality of Durham
Report
To:
From:
Report:
Date:

Committee of the Whole
Commissioner of Planning and Economic Development
#2020-COW-**
April 15, 2020

Subject:
Decision Meeting Report
Application to Amend the Durham Regional Official Plan, submitted by Werrcroft Farms
Ltd., to permit the severance of a dwelling rendered surplus as a result of the
consolidation of non-abutting farm parcels, in the Municipality of Clarington, File: OPA
2019-003.
Recommendation:
That the Committee of the Whole recommends to Regional Council:
A)

That Amendment #178 to the Durham Regional Official Plan, to permit the
severance of a dwelling rendered surplus as a result of the consolidation of nonabutting farm parcels, be adopted as contained in Attachment #3 to Commissioner’s
Report #2020-COW-**; and

B)

That “Notice of Adoption” be sent to the applicant, the applicant’s agent, the
Municipality of Clarington, the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing, and all other
persons or public bodies who requested notification of this decision.

Report #2020-COW-**
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Report:
1.

Purpose

1.1

On July 10, 2019, Clark Consulting Services Ltd., on behalf of Werrcroft Farms Ltd.,
submitted an application to amend the Regional Official Plan (ROP) to permit the
severance of a 0.39 ha (0.98 acre) parcel of land containing an existing farm
dwelling, from a 22 ha (55 acre) agricultural parcel.

2.

Site Location/Description

2.1

The subject site is located on the south side of Regional Road 20, west of Middle
Road, just northeast of the Hamlet of Haydon. The parcel is municipally known as
8800 Middle Road, Part of Lot 13, Concession 8, in the Municipality of Clarington
(refer to Attachment #1).

2.2

The agricultural parcel is primarily flat and rectangular in shape and contains an
existing dwelling. A woodlot and hydro corridor are located on the proposed
retained property. A stream and a woodlot are located just west of the proposed
severance.

2.3

The applicant is a private farm corporation which owns a total of seven farm
properties that encompasses over 207 hectares, or 511 acres of agricultural land.

2.4

The uses surrounding the subject site include:
a.
b.
c.
d.

North – Regional Road 20, woodlands, wetlands and agricultural lands;
East – Middle Road, agricultural lands, woodlands and wetlands;
South – agricultural lands; and
West – agricultural lands, woodlands and wetlands.

3.

Background

3.1

A Planning Justification Report prepared by Clark Consulting Services has been
submitted in support of the application. The Planning Justification Report concluded
that the proposed amendment complies with the Provincial Policy Statement (PPS),
the Greenbelt Plan, the Oak Ridges Moraine Plan, and the Regional Official Plan.
The report also concluded the proposed severance will comply with Minimum
Distance Separation (MDS) requirements. The Site Phase One Environmental Site
Assessment completed by GHD identified no environmental concerns on the
subject site.

Report #2020-COW-**
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4.

Provincial Plans

4.1

The PPS, the Greenbelt Plan and the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan
permit lot creation in prime agricultural areas for a residence surplus to a farming
operation as a result of a farm consolidation, provided that the planning authority
ensures that no new residential dwellings are permitted on the retained farm parcel
to be created by the severance.

4.2

The PPS and the Greenbelt Plan also require the creation of lots to comply with
MDS requirements.

5.

Durham Regional Official Plan

5.1

The subject site is located within the limits of the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation
Plan (ORMCP) and is designated as “Countryside Area” and “Prime Agriculture” on
Schedule ‘B’ – Map ‘B3’ of the Regional Official Plan. Severance applications for
agricultural uses may be considered in accordance with the relevant policies of
Sub-Section 9A of the ROP.

5.2

The Regional Official Plan requires agricultural parcels to have a minimum lot area
of 40 hectares. The purpose of this policy is to ensure that agricultural lands remain
viable for farming operations. This application is requesting to sever a 0.4 hectare
parcel from a 22 hectare parcel. The existing farm parcel is smaller than the typical
farm parcel size.

5.3

The subject site has been farmed for over 50 years and was formally acquired in
2017. The farming of this property supports the Werry Farms Ltd. dairy operation.

5.4

The subject site will continue to be used as active agricultural land, just as it was
prior to this application, as the proposed severance does not encompass any active
farmland. As the parcel’s use will not be altered in any way through this application,
this parcel will continue to be a viable farm parcel.

5.5

Policy 9A.2.10 of the ROP permits the severance of a farm dwelling rendered
surplus as a result of a farmer acquiring a non-abutting farm, provided that:
a.
b.
c.

The dwelling is not needed for a farm employee;
The farm parcel is a size which is viable for farm operations;
For sites within the Protected Countryside of the Greenbelt Plan, the dwelling
was in existence as of December 16, 2004;

Report #2020-COW-**
d.
e.
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The farm parcel is zoned to prohibit any further severances or the
establishment of any residential dwelling; and
No further severances shall be permitted from the acquired farm parcel.

6.

Planning Analysis

6.1

Werrcroft Farms Ltd. owns a total of seven farm properties in the Municipality of
Clarington and the City of Oshawa (refer to Attachment #2). Three properties
contain six existing dwellings. The owners live in one house, four of the houses are
occupied by family or tenants and one is vacant. The residence on the subject site
is currently rented by a tenant having no ties to the farming operation. The
proposed retained agricultural parcel is of a size that will remain viable for farming.

6.2

The dwelling located on the subject site was built in 1970’s. The proposed
amendment complies with the provisions of the PPS, the Greenbelt Plan, the Oak
Ridges Moraine Plan, and the ROP. The proposed severed parcel will be limited in
size to accommodate the surplus farm dwelling and the existing private well and
septic systems.

6.3

The proposed severed parcel complies with MDS requirements. The subject site
has been rezoned to prohibit the development of a new residential dwelling on the
proposed retained agricultural parcel. Any further severances and/or new residential
dwellings on the retained farm parcel will be prohibited in accordance with
Provincial and Regional policies.

7.

Public Meeting and Submissions

7.1

In accordance with the Planning Act, a notice of public meeting regarding this
application was published in the appropriate newspaper, mailed to those who own
land within 120 metres (400 feet) of the subject site, and a public meeting was held
on September 3, 2019. Commissioner’s Report #2019-P-32 provides information on
the application.

7.2

The Region did not receive any written submissions from the public concerning the
application.

8.

Consultation

8.1

On October 31, 2019, the Council of the Municipality of Clarington adopted a
resolution supporting the approval of the application to amend the ROP and the
related Area Municipal Official Plan Amendment and Zoning By-law Amendment

Report #2020-COW-**

Page 5 of 6

applications. The proposed Zoning By-law Amendment prohibits the development of
a residential dwelling on the retained agricultural parcel.
8.2

The Central Lake Ontario Conservation Authority, the Regional Health Department,
the Durham Agricultural Advisory Committee and the Regional Works Department
have no concerns with the approval of the amendment application.

9.

Notice of Meeting

9.1

Written notification of the meeting time and location of the Committee of the Whole
meeting was sent to all that requested notification, in accordance with Regional
Council procedure.

9.2

The recommendation of the Committee of the Whole is scheduled to be considered
by Regional Council on April 29, 2020. If Council adopts the proposed Amendment,
notice will be given by the Regional Clerk and Council’s decision will be final unless
appealed to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal (LPAT).

10.

Conclusion

10.1 The proposed amendment is consistent with the PPS and conforms with the
policies of the Greenbelt Plan, the Oak Ridges Moraine Plan and the ROP. It has
been demonstrated that the dwelling is surplus to the needs of the farming
operation. The proposed Zoning By-law Amendment will set restrictions to prohibit
any further severance and/or a new dwelling to be constructed and the proposal
maintains the intent of the ROP in protecting agricultural lands for agricultural
purposes. Accordingly, it is recommended that Amendment #178 to the ROP, as
shown in Attachment #3, be adopted.
11.

Attachments
Attachment #1:

Location Sketch

Attachment #2:

Werrcroft Farms Ltd. Agricultural Land Holdings

Attachment #3:

Amendment #178 to the Regional Official Plan

Report #2020-COW-**
Respectfully submitted,
Original signed by
Brian Bridgeman, MCIP, RPP
Commissioner of Planning and
Economic Development
Recommended for Presentation to Committee

Elaine C. Baxter-Trahair
Chief Administrative Officer
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Attachment #3
Amendment 178 to the Regional Official Plan
Purpose and Effect: The purpose of this Amendment is to permit the severance of a
residential dwelling rendered surplus as a result of the
consolidation of non-abutting farm parcels on lands designated
“Countryside Area” and “Prime Agriculture,” in the Municipality of
Clarington and to permit the retained farm parcel to be less than 40
hectares in size.
Location:

The subject site is located on the on the south side of Regional
Road 20 west of Middle Road. The parcel is municipally known as
8800 Middle Road, Part of Lot 13, Concession 8, in the Municipality
of Clarington.

Basis:

The subject site has been consolidated with other non-abutting
farm parcels owned by the applicant. The residential dwelling on
the subject site is not required by, and is surplus to, the farm
operation. This amendment conforms to the Durham Regional
Official Plan, the Greenbelt Plan, the Oak Ridges Moraine Plan and
the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe and is
consistent with the Provincial Policy Statement.

Amendment:

The Durham Regional Official Plan is hereby amended by adding
the following policy exception to Section 9A.3.2:
“9A.3.2 xx)

A surplus dwelling is severed from the 21.6 hectare
parcel identified as Assessment No. 18-17-010-15008900 located in Part of Lot 13, Concession 8, in the
Municipality of Clarington, subject to the inclusion of
provisions in the zoning by-law to prohibit further
severances, the construction of any dwelling on the
retained parcel.”

Implementation:

The provisions set forth in the Durham Regional Official Plan
regarding the implementation of the Plan shall apply in regards to
the Amendment.

Interpretation:

The provisions set forth in the Durham Regional Official Plan
regarding the interpretation of the Plan shall apply in regards to this
Amendment.
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Special COVID-19 Issue #1

A message from
CAO Elaine Baxter-Trahair and
Susan Siopis, Commissioner of Works

Whether you are working out of a Plant, Depot, Waste Management facility,
Headquarters, a remote facility or teleworking from home, we want to take this
opportunity to thank everyone for your continued dedication to maintaining
our services and operations across the Region. We have confidence in your
ability to deliver the services that impact the everyday lives of the residents and
businesses in the Region. We know this is a challenging time. The jobs we do
are important – much of what we do has been deemed essential in the
Province’s recent announcement from March 23. We are making a difference
in the lives of residents who rely on our services.
We will continue to ensure measures are in place to protect those staff working
in locations around the Region. This situation is extremely fast-paced, and we
are working hard to make decisions and communicate them as quickly as
possible. If you are unsure of anything, or just need to talk, please connect with
your supervisor.

Stay Informed
All employee-related updates are posted on the Insider at DurhamInsider.ca.
For the most up-to-date public information about COVID-19 in Durham Region,
refer to durham.ca/NovelCoronavirus. Impacts related to Regional programs
and services can be found at durham.ca/ServiceChanges. Special COVID-19
related messages can also be found on information boards at many of your
work sites. Contact your supervisor to find out if you have an information board
at your location.
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Safety Recommendations
To reduce the spread of germs, including COVID-19 and the flu
we recommend:
Frequent and thorough handwashing with soap and water for 20 seconds or
use of hand sanitizer when hands are not visibly dirty.
Whenever possible, practice social distancing. This means keeping at least two
metres (six feet) between you and other people.
Coughing or sneezing into your sleeve or elbow and encouraging others to
follow these directions to cover their cough or sneeze.
Washing your hands after handling nose and throat secretions (e.g., after
throwing out used facial tissues).
Avoid touching your face. Clean hands before touching eyes, nose or mouth.
Cleaning and disinfecting surfaces, especially those that are high touch areas.
If you are ill, stay at home and isolate yourself from others.
Avoid close contact with anyone showing symptoms of respiratory illness such
as coughing and sneezing.
If you are ill and must visit a health care provider, call ahead or tell them right
away when you arrive that you have a respiratory illness and wear a mask
while waiting to be seen.
We are open to staff's suggestions on how to better achieve social distancing
as we continue to balance the needs of the community and protect the health
and safety of our staff. Please discuss your suggestions with your supervisor.

Coping with COVID-19 anxiety

The current COVID-19 outbreak has quickly become a source of worry for many
people. It is normal to experience increased stress in the face of anything that
threatens the well-being of ourselves and our loved ones. Family Services
Employee Assistance Program (FSEAP) has identified some strategies and
resources for coping during this challenging time. Please visit the Insider at
DurhamInsider.ca for more information on the FSEAP.
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If you require this document in an accessible format, please contact 905-668-4113 ext. 3542

March 26, 2020
The Regional Municipality
of Durham
Office of the Regional Chair
605 ROSSLAND ROAD EAST
PO BOX 623
WHITBY, ON L1N 6A3
CANADA
905-668-7711
1-800-372-1102
john.henry@durham.ca
durham.ca
John Henry
Regional Chair and CEO

Mr. R. Walton
Regional Clerk / Director of Legislative Services
Corporate Services Department
Regional Municipality of Durham
605 Rossland Road East, 1st Floor
Whitby, ON L1N 6A3
Dear Mr. Walton:
Re: Calling of a Special Regional Council Meeting
(File: C00-00)
In accordance with Section 8.3 of the Council Rules of Procedure,
I hereby request that a special meeting of Regional Council be held
on Wednesday, April 8, 2020 at 9:30 AM in the Council Chambers
at Regional Headquarters, 605 Rossland Road East, Whitby, and
via electronic participation, in accordance with recent legislation.
The Special Council meeting is for the express purpose of
considering a report on two motions proposed to amend the
Delegated Authority by-law passed at the March 25, 2020 Regional
Council meeting.
The Regional Headquarters building is closed to the public and no
delegations will be heard. We encourage members to participate
remotely if possible.
Sincerely,
Original signed by
John Henry
Regional Chair and CEO

If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact the Accessibility Co-ordinator at
1-800-372-1102 ext. 2009.

If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 2097.
The Regional Municipality of Durham
MINUTES
DURHAM AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
March 10, 2020
A regular meeting of the Durham Agricultural Advisory Committee was held on Tuesday,
March 10, 2020 in Boardroom 1-B, Regional Municipality of Durham Headquarters, 605
Rossland Road East, Whitby at 7:33 PM
Present:

Also
Present:
Absent:

Staff
Present:

1.

Z. Cohoon, Federation of Agriculture, Chair
T. Barrie, Clarington
N. Guthrie, Member at Large
B. Howsam, Member at Large
K. Kemp, Scugog
P. MacArthur, Oshawa
G. O’Connor, Member at Large
D. Risebrough, Member at Large
H. Schillings, Whitby
B. Smith, Uxbridge
G. Taylor, Pickering
B. Winter, Ajax
G. Highet, Regional Councillor
D. Bath-Hadden, Regional Councillor
K. Kennedy, Member at Large
T. Watpool, Brock, Vice-Chair
F. Puterbough, Member at Large, Vice-Chair
K. Allore-Engel, Senior Planner, Department of Planning and Economic
Development
S. Jibb, Manager, Agriculture and Rural Economic Development,
Department of Planning and Economic Development
D. Perkins, Planner, Planning Implementation, Department of Planning and
Economic Development
L. Trombino, Manager, Planning Implementation, Department of Planning
and Economic Development
N. Prasad, Committee Clerk, Corporate Services – Legislative Services
Adoption of Minutes
Moved by B. Winter, Seconded by T. Barrie,
That the minutes of the Durham Agricultural Advisory Committee
meeting held on February 11, 2020 be adopted.
CARRIED

Durham Agricultural Advisory Committee
March 10, 2020
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Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.

3.

Presentations

A)

Lino Trombino, Regional Woodland Conservation Bylaw
L. Trombino, Manager, Planning Implementation, provided a PowerPoint
Presentation regarding the Regional Tree By-Law. J. Rogers, Regional Tree
By-law Enforcement Officer, attended by way of conference call.
L. Trombino stated that the Regional Tree By-law will be changed to the
“Regional Woodland By-law” with the passing of the new proposed By-law.
He advised that the purpose of the Bylaw is to protect forested areas and the
natural environment. He advised that the Regional Official Plan establishes
a target for woodland coverage of 30% of the Region’s land area and the
Tree By-law applies to “woodlands” one hectare in size and greater.
Highlights of the presentation included:
•
•
•
•
•

Tree By-Law Purpose
Permit Applications
o Good Forestry Practices Permit Application
o Clear Cutting Permit Application
Regional Tree By-Law History
Consultation
Proposed Amendment Areas
o Modernization
 “Sensitive Natural Areas” definition will be further
revised
 Incorporated Federal and Provincial requirements for the
protection of endangered species
 Wetland protection in woodlands better reflect
regulations under the Conservation Authorities Act
 By-law will promote bio-diversity, and contribute to
climate change mitigation and adaptation
 Good Forestry Practices Permit fee will remain at $50
(not to be paid by farmers)
 Proposed Minor Clear Cutting Permit Fee will be $500
 Proposed Major Clear Cutting Permit Fee will be $1,000
o Clarification
 Scope of analysis and screening of natural features and
species will improve
 Name change to “Regional Woodland By-law” more
accurately reflects the purpose of the By-law
 Updated definitions for clear and concise interpretation
 New definitions for greater clarity
o Process Improvements

Durham Agricultural Advisory Committee
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All applications to be circulated to conservation
authorities and area municipalities
 Applicants required to notify the Region and area
municipality before tree removal commence
 Good Forestry Practice permits not required for lands
within wetlands regulated by Conservation Authorities
o Woodland Protection and By-law Enforcement
 Fines will increase but will require final approval by the
Province
 Draft by-law proposes no clear cutting within settlement
areas
 By-law will mitigate the direct and indirect effects of
injury/destruction of trees in woodlands
o Improved Transparency
 By-law will clearly define and manage cumulative tree
removal
 Rationale for clear cutting will be required
Future Consideration
o Further review compensation for the removal or trees
Next Steps and Conclusion
o Education and literature campaign will be launched
o Woodland Map to assist the public and area municipalities
o Monitoring of tree cutting applications
o Region’s Tree By-law improves efficiency, clarity and provides
better woodland protection and enforcement


•
•

L. Trombino provided a brief overview of the proposed By-law and
amendments and advised that the proposed By-law will be presented to
Planning and Economic Development Committee in April and for subsequent
Council approval.
L. Trombino responded to questions with regards to whether new tree
plantings are tracked; when trees are replaced, will they replace with a
similar species; whether municipalities have their own by-law or will they
have to comply with the regional by-law; what constitutes a “woodland”; and
whether the definition of “tree” includes problematic species.
4.

Discussion Items

A)

Rural and Agricultural Economic Development Update – S. Jibb, Manager,
Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Department of Planning and Economic
Development
S. Jibb advised that Allison Brown is the new Agriculture Program
Coordinator.

Durham Agricultural Advisory Committee
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DAAC Farm Tour
D. Risebrough advised that the sub-committee met on March 3, 2020 and
agreed on three topic areas as follows: conservation work done on the
property; on-farm production (crop details etc.); and packing, processing and
marketing of the products. He advised that the speaker has not yet been
confirmed. D. Risebrough further advised that a site visit will be arranged for
April and the usual infrastructure will be required. Discussion ensued with
regards to the need to come up with an appropriate title for the Farm Tour.

C)

OPA 2020-002 Clark Consulting Services Application
A copy of the Application to Amend the Durham Regional Official Plan
submitted by Clark Consulting Services was provided as Attachment #2 to
the Agenda.
Discussion ensued with regards to the details surrounding the subject site
and concerns were raised regarding the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Odd shape doesn’t seem logical and will make farming in that area
(near the outbuildings) difficult;
Lots should be made rectangular/square whenever possible;
Why exclude the pond and not make use of the existing fence line;
If the new homeowner fills in the ditch it could cause the pond to dry
up;
The dimensions of the outbuildings should be included in the
application; and
It makes more sense for the home-owner to have liability and
responsibility for the pond.

It was the consensus of the Committee that their concerns be provided to
staff.
Moved by D. Risebrough, Seconded by B. Howsam,
That the Durham Agricultural Advisory Committee supports the
Application to Amend the Durham Regional Official Plan, submitted
by Clark Consulting Group to permit the severance of a dwelling
and associated accessory buildings rendered surplus as a result of
the consolidation of non-abutting farm parcels in the Township of
Brock, File: OPA 2020-002.
CARRIED
D)

2020-P-5 DAAC 2019 Annual Report and 2020 Workplan, Presentation to
Planning and Economic Development Committee
A copy of Report #2020-P-5 of the Commissioner of Planning and Economic
Development regarding the Durham Agricultural Advisory Committee 2019
Annual Report and 2020 Workplan was provided as Attachment #3 to the
Agenda and received.

Durham Agricultural Advisory Committee
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Durham Region Federation of Agriculture Correspondence regarding Bill 156
A copy of the correspondence from Mitch Morawetz, President, Durham
Region Federation of Agriculture, re: Bill 156 – Security from Trespass and
Protecting Food Safety Act, 2019, dated February 19, 2020 was provided as
Attachment #4 to the Agenda.
Moved by B. Winter, Seconded by H. Schillings,
That Durham Agricultural Advisory Committee is in support of the
correspondence from Mitch Morawetz, President, Durham Region
Federation of Agriculture, re: Bill 156 – Security from Trespass and
Protecting Food Safety Act, 2019.
CARRIED
Moved by D. Risebrough, Seconded by H. Schillings,
That the Rules of Procedure be suspended in order to introduce a
new Discussion Item [Item 4. F)] regarding OPA 2020-001.
CARRIED

F)

OPA 2020-001 Darmar Farms Inc. Application
A copy of the Application to Amend the Durham Regional Official Plan
submitted by Darmar Farms Inc. was provided.
Discussion ensued with regards to the details surrounding the subject site.
Moved by B. Winter, Seconded by D. Risebrough,
That the Durham Agricultural Advisory Committee supports the
Application to Amend the Durham Regional Official Plan, submitted
by Darmar Farms Inc. to permit the severance of a dwelling and
associated accessory buildings rendered surplus as a result of the
consolidation of non-abutting farm parcels in the Township of
Brock, File: OPA 2020-001.
CARRIED

5.

Information Items
There were no Information Items to consider.

6.

Other Business

A)

Tour of the Durham York Energy Centre
Further to the discussion had at the February 11, 2020 meeting, K. AlloreEngel inquired whether the Committee would prefer to tour the Durham York
Energy Centre on September 8 or December 8. It was the consensus of the
Committee to have the tour and off-site meeting on December 8, 2020 from
9:30 AM to 11:30 AM.

Durham Agricultural Advisory Committee
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Date of Next Meeting
The next regular meeting of the Durham Agricultural Advisory Committee will
be held on Tuesday, April 14, 2020 starting at 7:30 PM in Boardroom 1-B,
Level 1, 605 Rossland Road East, Whitby.
[Subsequent to the meeting, the April 14, 2020 Durham Agricultural Advisory
Committee meeting was cancelled].

8.

Adjournment
Moved by B. Winter, Seconded by B. Smith,
That the meeting be adjourned.
CARRIED
The meeting adjourned at 9:03 PM.

Z. Cohoon, Chair, Durham
Agricultural Advisory Committee

N. Prasad, Committee Clerk

If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 2097.
The Regional Municipality of Durham
MINUTES
DURHAM ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
March 12, 2020
A regular meeting of the Durham Environmental Advisory Committee was held on
Thursday, March 12, 2020 in Room 1-G, Regional Municipality of Durham Headquarters,
605 Rossland Road East, Whitby at 7:04 PM.
Present:

G. Carpentier, Scugog, Chair
O. Chaudhry, Pickering
S. Clearwater, Whitby
J. Cuthbertson, Clarington, Second Vice-Chair
K. Lui, Member at Large, First Vice-Chair
K. Murray, Member at Large attended the meeting at 7:21 PM
D. Sallans, Member at Large
B. Shipp, Member at Large
D. Stathopoulos, Member at Large
D. Upadhyay, Youth Member
S. Yamada, Regional Councillor, Town of Whitby attended the meeting at
7:35 PM

Absent:

R. Dickinson, Brock
C. Duffy, Post-Secondary Member
B. Foxton, Uxbridge
G. Layton, Oshawa
M. Thompson, Ajax

Staff
Present:
1.

A. Luqman, Project Planner, Planning & Economic Development Department
S. Penak, Committee Clerk, Corporate Services – Legislative Services
Approval of Agenda
Moved by D. Sallans, Seconded by S. Clearwater,
That the agenda for the March 12, 2020 DEAC meeting, as
presented, be approved.
CARRIED

2.

Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.
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Adoption of Minutes
Moved by J. Cuthbertson, Seconded by B. Shipp,
That the minutes of the regular DEAC meeting held on Thursday,
February 20, 2020, be adopted.
CARRIED
In response to a question from the February 20, 2020 DEAC meeting
regarding potential funding that the Town of Whitby received for declaring a
climate change emergency, Councillor Yamada confirmed that the Town of
Whitby did not receive any funding.

4.

Presentations

A)

Transportation Demand Management: The Climate Connection – Victor
Copetti & Alia Tulloch, Durham Transportation Planning
Victor Copetti and Alia Tulloch, Durham Transportation Planning, provided a
PowerPoint presentation regarding Transportation Demand Management:
The Climate Connection.
Highlights from their presentation included:
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

What is Transportation Demand Management (TDM)?
What Would it Take to Get You to Drive Less Often?
Why Manage Transportation Demand?
Benefits of Managing Transportation Demand
Topics
o Smart Commute
o Active and Sustainable School Travel (ASST)
o TDM and New Development
o Freight and Goods Movement
Smart Commute (Durham Region’s TDM Program for Employers and
Commuters)
o What is Smart Commute?
o Smart Commute Durham
o What Do Smart Commute Members Do?
o How Does Durham Region Support Smart Commute Members?
o Case Study: Elexicon Energy
o Smart Commute and the Climate Connection
Active and Sustainable School Travel (ASST)
o ASST Overview
o What Does the Region Do?
o Case Study #1 – R.H. Cornish P.S. (Scugog)
o Case Study #2 – Beaverton P.S. (Beaverton)
o Beyond Durham – Kingston High School Transit Pilot
o ASST – The Climate Connection
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o Opportunities
TDM and New Development
o Potential Benefits of Integrating TDM into New Developments
o Example: Waterloo Region TDM Checklist
o The Climate Connection
Freight and Goods Movement
o Freight and Goods Movement Overview
o What Does the Region Do?
o Beyond Durham – The Region of Peel
o The Pembina Institute on Freight/Goods Movement
o Freight/Good Movement – The Climate Connection
o Opportunities
Why Manage Transportation Demand?

V. Copetti responded to questions from the Committee regarding areas in
Durham Region that are not cycle friendly; whether the snow removal
schedules (particularly sidewalks) are considered during the ASST review,
and whether shifting the sidewalk snow removal requirement back to the
local municipalities instead of the homeowners would result in the sidewalks
being cleared earlier; and what Durham Region’s CO2 emissions are.
A. Luqman advised that she would look into the formula that is used to
calculate CO2 emissions.
A. Tulloch responded to questions from the Committee regarding how
businesses would get involved in the Smart Commute program; whether
Durham staff are approaching the larger employers to get involved in the
Smart Commute program, or whether it is a self-generating initiative; and
whether developers would be penalized for not meeting all of the criteria of
the TDM Checklist.
5.

Items for Discussion/Input

A)

Update from Climate Change Resiliency Homeowner’s Guide Subcommittee
J. Cuthbertson provided an update on the Climate Change Resiliency
Homeowner’s Guide Subcommittee and advised they will be moving to the
editing stage shortly. He also advised that the Committee is aiming to have
the guide complete by September 2020.

B)

Update from Environmental Awards Subcommittee
K. Lui provided an update on the Environmental Awards and advised that the
award winners do not have to be approved through the Planning & Economic
Development Committee and Regional Council which helps with the
timelines. She advised that the ads can go out April 1, 2020, requesting that
nominations be returned by June 15, 2020. These timelines would give the
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subcommittee the summer to review the nominations. The subcommittee will
then present the nominees to the DEAC in September, with the ceremony
being held in the Fall (October).
C)

Bee Pollinator Spring Seedling Distribution
D. Upadhyay advised that Works Department staff will hand out the seed
packets at the Annual Compost Giveaway Days in May. He advised that the
Ontario Seed Company offered the best price. He also advised that it may be
a good idea to have a DEAC representative at each compost giveaway
event. A. Luqman advised that she will look into packaging for the seeds and
whether t-shirts would be available for the DEAC members to wear at the
events.
Moved by D. Upadhyay, Seconded by J. Cuthbertson,
That the Durham Environmental Advisory Committee (DEAC) move
forward with any remaining steps needed to complete the Bee
Pollinator Spring Seedling Distribution project, in order to have the
seed packets ready to be distributed at the Annual Compost
Giveaway Days in May.
CARRIED

6.

For Information

A)

Commissioner’s Report #2020-P-3 – Durham Environmental Advisory
Committee 2019 Annual Report and 2020 Workplan
A copy of Report #2020-P-3 of the Commissioner of Planning & Economic
Development was received as Attachment #2 to the agenda.
G. Carpentier advised that his presentation to the Planning & Economic
Development Committee on March 3, 2020 went very well and was followed
by numerous questions from the Planning & Economic Development
Committee.

B)

Correspondence from the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry, re:
Municipality Notification Regarding Proposed Regulatory Changes Under the
Aggregate Resources Act
A copy of the correspondence from the Ministry of Natural Resources and
Forestry regarding municipality notification regarding proposed regulatory
changes under the Aggregate Resources Act was received as Attachment #3
to the agenda.
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Commissioner’s Report #2020-INFO-9 – Blackstock Landfill Mining Pilot
Project
A copy of Report #2020-INFO-9 of the Commissioner of Works was received
as Attachment #4 to the agenda.

D)

Commissioner’s Report #2020-INFO-10 – 2019 Source Water Protection
Annual Report
A copy of Report #2020-INFO-10 of the Commissioner of Works was
received as Attachment #5 to the agenda.
S. Clearwater raised concerns with how pesticide use is reported in Durham
Region. S. Clearwater advised that she would follow-up with Works staff
regarding her concerns and report back to the Committee.
Moved by O. Chaudhry, Seconded by K. Murray,
That Information Items 7A) to 7D) inclusive, be received for
information.
CARRIED

7.

Other Business

A)

2019 KPMG Aviation Sector Analysis
In response to a question, A. Luqman advised that the 2019 KPMG Aviation
Sector Analysis is available to the public and she will email it to the
Committee.

8.

Next Meeting
The next regular meeting of the Durham Environmental Advisory Committee
will be held on Thursday, April 16, 2020 starting at 7:00 PM in Boardroom 1B, Level 1, 605 Rossland Road East, Whitby.

9.

Adjournment
Moved by D. Upadhyay, Seconded by K. Murray,
That the meeting be adjourned.
CARRIED
The meeting adjourned at 8:28 PM

G. Carpentier, Chair, Durham
Environmental Advisory Committee
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